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PREFACE. 



Every person, who is in the least de- 
gree acquainted with the corruption of 
the human heart, will readily acknow- 
ledge, that his own unassisted abilities 
are totally unequal to the task of faith- 
fully serving God. Repeated viola- 
tions of the most solemn resolutions of 
amendment have shown him his weak- 
ness : and his numerous lapses have 
woefuUy convinced hun, that he stands 
in need of some divine conductor to 
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VI PREFACE. 

lead him in safety through the perilous 
journey of life. Such a guide is pro- 
mised in Scripture to every sincere 
Christian. 

We are not to suppose, that the or- 
dinary operations of the Holy Spirit 
were confined to the apostolic age. 
Human nature is much alike, at all 
periods, and in all countries. Though 
Christianity is now established, and 
though miraculous interference is no 
longer necessary to the well-being of 
the Church : yet the present race of 
men will never be essentially better than 
their heathen predecessors, so long as 
they rest satisfied with having only out- 
wardly embraced the religion of the 
Messiah. A mere hypocritical and ex- 
ternal profession of faith .oailnot be 
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pleasing to that God^ who regards mo-- 
lives no less than actions. A radical 
change must take place in the hearty 
as well as an outward reformation in 
the manners : and this change can only 
be effected by the agency of some su- 
perior power. The heart is as much 
averse now to the genuine practice of 
piety, as it was in the days of the 
Apostles : and, though we have no 
longer to combat the horrors of perse- 
cution, we have still to struggle with 
the unwillingness and corruption of the 
soul. If the whole of religion consisted 
in the bare belief of certain tenets and 
in the due observance of certain cere- 
monies, we should find very little diffi- 
culty in becoming thoroughly religious 
characters. But, when we are called 
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upon to begin the work of self-reforma- 
tion; when we are required to love 
God, with all our heart, with all our 
soul, and with all our strength ; when 
we are enjoined to prefer, upon all oc- 
casions, his will to our oyv^n, and to sa- 
crifice o.ur bosom sins, our darling vices, 
upon the altar of Christianity: then 
commences the struggle ; the inbred 
venom of our nature immediately shews 
itself ; our very spirit rises both against 
the law and the lawgiver ; and we dis- 
cover the utter impossibility of working 
any change in our affections merely by 
our own efforts. No human arguments 
can persuade a man, to love what he 
hates, and to delight in what he detests. 
Submission they may perhaps teach 
him : but it will be the sullen submis- 
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sion of a slave, not the cheerful acqui- 
escence of a son. To produce this 
change is the peculiar office of the Holy 
Spirit : and, since none but he can pro- 
duce it, his ordinary influence is abso- 
lutely and universally necessary at pre- 
sent, and will be equally so even to the 
very end of the world. 

In the following pages, I have en-^ 
deavoured to state what appears to me 
the plain doctrine of Scriptiure and of 
the Church of England, and of primi- 
tive Antiquity. Though we are repeat- 
edly assured by the word of God, that 
of ourselves we can do no good thing : 
yet we are never represented as mer§ 
machines, subjected to an overwhelm- 
ing and irresistible influence. The aid 
of the Holy Spirit is freely oflfered unto 
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all : nor does that blessed Person cease 
to strive even with the most profligate, 
till they have obstinately rejected the 
counsel of God against themselves. 
The still small voice of conscience, 
which is in effect the voice of God, long 
continues to admonish them : and the 
extreme difficulty, which they find in 
silencing it, sufficiently shews, how un- 
willing the Almighty is that any should 
perish. All, that will, may be saved : 
for our Lord hath expressly declared, 
that, whosoever cometh unto him, he 
will in no wise cast him out. Let noney 
therefore, despair, on the ground of 
their being rejected by a tremendous 
and irreversible decree of exclusion: 
for, surely, if such a decree existed, 
God's repeated expostulations with sin- 
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ners for slighting his gracious offers, 
when at the same time they lay under 
a fatal 7iecessity of slighting them, 
would be a solemn mockery unworthy 
of a being of infinite mercy and holi- 
ness. 

In fact, the general experience of 
mankind perfectly agrees with Scrip- 
ture. There never yet was a good man, 
who did not find that he both required 
and received divine assistance to enable 
him to overcome his corruptions : and 
there never yet was a bad man, who 
did not perceive somewhat within him 
forcibly restraining him fi-om the com- 
mission of sin, and strenuously urging 
him to the practice of holiness. Half 
of the follies and vanities of the world 
are mere contrivances to silence this 
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troublesome monitor. Men love dark- 
ness rather than light, simply because 
their deeds are evil. 



May 21, 1800. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE NECESSITY OF THE ORDINARY OPERATIONS OF 
THE SPIRIT SHEWN FROM A VIEW OF THE STATE 
OF MAN BY nature; HIS UNDERSTANDING, HIS 
WILL, AND HIS AFFECTIONS, BEING ALL DEPRAVED 
IN CONSEaUENCE OF ORIGINAL SIN. 

In the last solemn discourse which our blessed 
Lord addressed to his disciples immediately 
before his bitter sufierings upon the cross, he 
promised them another Comforter, who should 
abide with them for ever. Though he him- 
self was about to be shortly separated from 
them and to sit down at the right hand of his 
Father^ yet his place should be abundantly 
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supplied by the effusion of the Spirit of truth. 
The world, indeed, cannot receive this divine 
Person ; because it seeth him not^ neither knmo^ 
eth him : but it is the peculiar characteristic 
of the true disciples of Christ, that they do 
know him ;for he dwelleth tuith them, and shall 
he in them ^. Accordingly, in due season, and 
pursuant to the declaration of Christ, the Holy 
Ghost descended upon the Apostles, and con- 
ferred upon them spiritual gifts both extraor- 
dinary/ and ordinary. By the reception of the 
former, they were specially qualified to dis- 
charge the duties of their important office, 
and were awfully and incontrovertibly accre- 
dited to every nation as the peculiar delegates 
of heaven : by the reception of the latter, they 
were eminently endowed with all the pure 
dispositions of a renewed heart, and were en- 
abled to testify the reality of their internal 
change by an exact holiness of life and con- 
versation. 

Exitaordinary gifts they received for the 

• John xiv. 16. 
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benefit of the church : ordinary gifts they 
ceived for their own personal benefit. Extras 
ordinary gifts were conferred upon ajfeti? only : 
of those ordinary gifts^ without which no real 
sanctification can be attained, without which 
a man must labour under a physical incapa-i 
city of enjoying the kingdom of heaven, it is 
the privilege of every genuine Christian to be 
a partaker. They are ordinary, not as inferioc 
in point of importance to the possessor (for in 
this respect they are superior); but as gifts 
ordinarily bestowed upon all the faithful, and 
not limited after an extraordinary manner to 
Kfew. 

Since those miraculous powers, which were 
conferred upon the founders of the Christian 
church, were designed only for a special and 
determinate purpose; as that purpose was 
gradually accomplished, the powers were gra- 
dually withdrawn, until at length they entirely 
ceased. The religion of the Messiah, after the 
lapse of three centuries, obtained a firm esta-^ 
blishment : princes became its nursing fathers : 
and they, who refused to yield to the voice of 

B 2 



4 ON THE ORDINARY OPERATIONS 

reason iand evidence, had no longer conviction 
forced upon them by a supernatural interfe- 
rence of heaven. Signs and wonders ceased 
to attend the preaching of the Gospel : yet 
the promise, that the Holy Spirit should abide 
for ever with the disciples of Christ, remained 
unbroken, and we trust will remain unbroken 
to the very end of time. Neither the sight of 
miracles, nor the ability of performing them, 
has simply and independently any eS'Oci xv^n 
the human heart. They may perhaps dread- 
fully convince the understanding : bii| God 
alone can convert the soul. The state of man 
by nature is precisely the same now, as it was 
in the days of the Apostles : consequently, if 
it were then necessary that the Holy Spirit 
should reprove the world of sin^ ofrighteom- 
ness, and of judgment ; it is no less necessary 
in the present age. The world, inde^, is called 
Christian : but practical infidelity still flou- 
rishes in all its baneful luxuriancy. It matters 
not what a man is denominated, so long as his 
heart is alienated from God : and a bare as- 
sent of his undei'standiag will be of little 
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avails if his life prove him to be the slave of 
Satan. On this account, the ordinary opera- 
tions of the Spirit are continued, though the 
txtrdordinarjf ones have long been unknown 
in the church of Christ. 

A state of nature is constantly opposed in 
Scripture to a state of grace. The firist is the 
wretched inheritance bequeathed to us by our 
common progenitor Adam : the second is the 
fiee and unmerited gift of God the Father, 
pnrdhased for us by God the Son, and con- 
veyed to us by God the Holy .Ghost. The 
whole, then, of the work, carried on in the 
sonl of man by the third person of the blessed 
Trinity, may be briefly defined : A gradual 
restoration of that image of God, in the like^ 
hess of which Adam was created, and the li-^ 
neaments of which were totally obliterated by 
sin*. The work is begun, continued, and 

* To disoover wherein such image and likeness consieted, 
what better method can we take, than to inquire wherein con- 
eist that divine image and likeness, which, as the Scriptures 
of the New Testament inform us, were restored in human 
nature, through the redemption and grace of Christ, who was 

B 3 
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perfected^ by the Holy Spirit. He is equally 
the author and the finisher of our faith : and, 
without him, we can do no good thing. From 
the first faint motions of spiritual Hfe to itd 
final consummation in the realms of eyer^ 
lasting happiness, dl the honour and all the 
glory of our growth in grace be ascribed unto 
him!' 

When the Almighty ceased fix>m the work 
of bfeatibn, he pronounced all that he had 
made to be yery good. The new world was 
as yet free, from the ihroads of sin, and from 



manifested for that purpose. The image restored was the 
imagfe lost ; and ^e image lost was that, in which Ad«n was 
cKiftted. The expressions, employed by the penmen of the 
New Testament, plainly point out to ns this method of pro- 
ceeding : Renewed in knowledge qfter the image of him thiU 
created him : put on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness. The divine image, then, Is 
to be found in the understanding ; and the will : in the under- 
standing, which knows the truth ; and in the will, which loves 
it. T)iis divine image is restored in human nature by the 
word of Christ enlightening the understanding, and the grace 
of Christ rectifying the will. Bp. Home's Sermons, vol. i. 
p. 20, 21, 22. ' 
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the curse of sterility. The whole creation 
smiled upon man : and the golden age of 
the poets was realised. Blessed with perfect 
health, both mental and corporeal, oar heaven- 
bom progenitor was equally unconscious of 
the stings of guilt and of the pangs of disease. 
His understanding was unclouded with the 
mists of yice, ignorance, and error : his will; 
though absolutely free, was yet entirely de- 
Votfed to the service of God : and his a^ee-* 
iion&r, warm, vigorous, and undivided, were 
ardently bent upon the great fountain of 
his existence. Though vested in an earthly 
body, his soul was as the soul of an angel» 
pure, justj and upright. He was unconta- 
minated with the smaUest sin, and free from 
even the slightest taint of pollution. His pas- 
sions, perfectly under the guidance of his rea-* 
son, yielded a ready and cheerful obedience 
to the dictates of his conscience ; an obedience, 
not constrained and irksome, but full, unre- 
served, and attended with sensations of un-^ 
mixed delight. Such was man when he came 
forth from the hand of his Creator, the image 

b4 
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of God stamped upon his i^oul and infiaencing 
all his actions. 

This bUssful. state of innocence was soon 
forfeited by our first parents. In an evil houi*, 
they yielded to the suggestions of the tempter, 
and violated the express command of God. 
Pride, that most deeply rooted ban& of our 
nature, was now, for the first time, infused 
into the heart of the woman. She vainly de- 
sired a greater share of wisdom, than Gkxi had 
been pleased to grant unto her : and, in order 
to obtain that wisdom, she scrupled not to 
disobey her Maker. The man followed her 
example, and joined her in a mad rebellion 
against heaven. Sin entered into the world ; 
and death closely followed its footsteps. The 
image of God was obliterated : and the image 
of Satan was erected in its stead. 

Mysterious as the doctrine of original de* 
pravity may be, no man, unless he be totally 
unacquainted with the workings of his own 
heart, can possibly doubt its actual existence. 
Some persons, indeed, are so far blinded by 
the deceitfulness of sin, as to deny the doc^ 
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tiine in question ; but / verily believe^ 4jo ^use 
the words of the excellent Beveridge, that the 
waiHt qfmeh a 4m seme of themselves argass as 
nmch original corruption, as murder and wMtn- 
dem do actual polltUion : and I shaU^ever'Sta^ 
pect\those to be the most under the paw&f cf 
that corrufiionf that labour most by argumexts 
to. divest it cf its power \ - r ' m-4i 

^ L Examine first the understanding': send 
ypu will find it, at least so far as TdattB te 
fj^irHual things, dark and confused* li 

The Aposde, describing the state of the 
world previous to the diffusion of Christian 
knowledge^ asserts: that men had become t»itfi 
in their . inagmations^ and that their foolish 
Seart p)as darkened ; that, professing themselves 
to be itnse, they became fools; and, though 
proud of their attainments in a subtle phil^ 
sophy, that, in the sight of God, they. Were' 
without understanding t« In a similar manner* 
be dse where declares, that the natural man re^ 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for 

r 

* PriTSte Thovgbtt, Ait. iv. f Rook !• 31, 22, 31. 

b5 



10 ON THE ORDINARY OPERATIONS 

Um/' are foolishness mUohim; neither can he 
know tliem, because they are spmtually dis» 
termed^. Hk kMwledge of divine matters, in 
consequence of his being debased by the fall) 
is as cniftch lafenor-.to true heavenly \wisdom, 
as th6 instinct of a brute is to the reason of a 
human being. On this account, as St. Paul 
scruples not strongly to express himself^ even 
the wisdom, of the Almighty himself is foolish- 
ness to man in a state of nature.; Having no 
faculties capable in themselves of embracing 
ipirilual truths, he is as much unqualified to 
dieide upon them, as a man bom blind is un-> 
qualified to discriminate between the various 
tints of the rainbow : for, as the one is defeo^ 
tiye in spiritual^ so^s the other in corpora^ 
disceimnent. ^o treatise on li^t and colours, 
however mipute and accurate, can give a dis- 
tinct ideaof their nlEiture to a.man.botn Uind x 
nor can any description of spiritual things, 
however' just, communicate a dear concep- 
tion of them to him, whose understanding is 

• 1 Cor. a. 14. 




OF THE HOLT SPIRIT. 1 1 

darkened. The reasoD, whicb the Aposde 
gives, is simply, because they must be spmttuUfy 
discerned: consequently , until that ^iritual 
discernment be communicated, heavenly wis« 
dom must BXid \oiU appear foolisbness in his 
tycBd . -1 • .' "f.- 

JbetMSpthen^ as. we are well exhorted by the 
Church in one of her homilies ; Let us fneekUf 
call^^fqHm the bountiful Spirit, the Hofy Ghost, 
to inspire us with his presence, that we maybt 
aide 4o hear the goodness of God to our salvor 
tiott. For, without his lively inspiration, toe 
cannot so iMucA as speak the name of the Me^ 
diator,^^ N0fnancansay,thatJmusi8theiLord, 
but by the Holy Ghost, Much less should we 
6e leibk to trndgrstand these great mysteries', that 
be opened /» us by Christ* For we havere^ 
deived, iaith St. Paul, not the spiHt oftheidoHd, 
but the Spirit which is of God, for this purpo^, 
fkttttoe fnay know the things which are freely 
p/oen tons of God. In the power of the Holy 
Ghost^ resteth all ability to know God and to 
please him. It is he, that purifieth the mind 
by his secret working. He enlightenetk t/ie 

b6 
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heart to concewe toorthy thoughts of Almighty 
God*. 

A work of Cicero, written expressly upon 
die nature of the gods, has been providentially 
banded down to us : and it affords the most 
striking comment possible on the scriptural 
doctrine oi^the ignorance of man. This great 
philosopher has shewn at large^ to the entire 
satisfaction of every Christian reader^ how to- 
tally blind the three most celebrated sects of 
antiquity were in all those points which are 
placed beyond the cognizance of sense. With 
a mind alive to all the beauties of composition, 
and versed in all the researches of j^ilosophy ; 
with abilities rarely equalled, perhaps never 
excelled ; the Roman orator ventures, to soar 
betyond the bounds of the material creation^ 
and to scrutinize the nature of the Omnipo- 
tent* How are the mighty fallen ! The gross- 
est ignorance, and the strangest errors, aire the 
principal characteristics of his celebrated trea- 
tise. Once, indeed, a consciousness of human 

* Homil. for Rogat. Week. Part iil. 
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inability extorts from him a confession, that 
no man ever became great without some diyine 
inspiration * : but scarcely has this memora* 
ble seotiment flowed' from his pen, ere the 
doctrine of an universal providence is e^ifpressly 
denied by the advocate of one of the contend- 
ing sects +• 

Such was the wisdom of the philosophers: 
and thus was their miderstanding darkened, be* 
ing alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that was in them, because of the blind- 
ness of their heart %, 

II. Let the tvill next be brought to the test : 
and we shall find it no less deficient than the 
uuderstanding. 

Our inclinations, resolutely bent upon 
earthly and sensual enjoyments, revolt from 
every thing divine and spiritual; insomuch 
that even a heathen moitdist could feel and ac- 

* Nemo igitur vir magnus sine aliquo adflatu divino um* 
quam fuit Cicer. de Nat. Deor. 1. ii. c. 66. 
f Magna Di curanti parva negligunt Ibid. 
X Ephes. iv. 18. 
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knowledge their depravation *. Hence, though 
we are commanded to work out our own salva^ 
turn with fear and trembling : yet we are in^ 
formed, at the same time, that it is God that 
worketh in m both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure^. God must first give us the will, 
and afterward the power : otherwise, we shall 
for ever remain in a state of spiritual insuffi- 
ciency. Our Lord himself, in perfect harmony 
with his inspired Apostle, declares expressly t 
No man can come to me, except the Father* 
which hath sent fne, draw himX* He speaks 
of us also as being naturally in a state of 
bondage, instead of enjoying the high prero- 
gative of freedom: Ye shall know the tnutht 
and the truth shall make you free §. This plain 
declaration gave high offence to th^ Jews : but 
Christ, so far from retracting it, asserted, that 
a// those, who commit sin (and what man is 
impeccable ?), are the servants of sin. To that 

* O pronae in terras animae, et coelestium inanes ! 
t Philip, ii. 13. I John vi. 44. 

§ John viii. 32. 
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blessed person alone we must look for our 
emancipation: IftheSonshaUmakeyouJree, 
ygshailiefreeiitdeed^. 

Upon these solid scriptural grounds, the 
Church of England rightly decides, that the 
eondiiidJi of man after the fall of Adam is such, 
thai he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his 
oum natural strength and good works, to faith 
and calling upon God: wherefore we have no 
power to do good works pleasant and acceptable 
to God without the grace of God by Christ pre-- 
venting usi that we may have a good tvill, and 
working with us when we have that good toillf. 

Agreeably to ^uch principles^ one of the 
prayers in her Liturgy is constructed. 

Though we be tied and bound with the chain 
of our sins, yet let the pitifulness of thy great 
mercy loose us, • 

And the very same doctrine is taught in 
the second part of her Homily on the misery 
of man. 

Thus we have heard, how evil we be of our- 

* John viii. 36. f Art. 10. 
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selves; how qf ourselves and by ourselves we 
have no goodness, help, or salvation, but contra^ 
riwise sin, damnation,, and death everlastv^z 
which if we duly weigh and consider, we shall 
thfi better understand the great mercy of God, 
and how our salvation cometh only by Christ : 
for, in ourselves, as of ourselves, we find nothing 
whereby v)e may be delivered from this miseru' 
ble captivity, into the which we are cast througjk 
tke^emyofthe devil, by breaking (food's com^ 
numdment in our first parent Adam* We are 
all become wwlean : but we all are not able to 
cleanse ourselves nor make one another of us 
clean* . We are by nature the children of God^s 
wrath : but are not able to make ourselves the 
children and inheritors of God!s glory. We 
are sheep that run astray : but we cannot of 
our own power come again to the sheep-fold; so 
great is our imperfection and weakness *. 

* The main hinge of the ancient controvernes between 
Augustine and Pelagius, and between Luther and the Papists, 
turned upon the doctrine of human sufficiency and the meri- 
torious dignity of good works. An epistle of the African 
coundl, at which Aurelius of Carthage prended, to Innocent, 
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III. We have hitherto considered the de- 
pravation of the understanding, and the die- 
torti^'bf the mil, in consequence of the fall 
of Adain: let us next take a view otthe heart 
and the affections. 

1. The passions of love and hatred do not 
appear to have been so much destroyed, as 
perverted, at the time of the fall. When man 
came pure and perfect from the hands of his 
Maker, the passions were directed to their 
proper objects. God, and holiness/ were 
loved : sin, and impurity, were hated. But, 
after our first parents had yielded to the 
temptations of Satan, an almost total inver- 
sion of the former affections of the heart took 
place. Man then began, to hate what he 
ought to love, and to love what he ought to 
hate. The pure and holy law of God, which 
thwarts his vicious inclinations, became the 
object of his fiercest aversion: while, on the 
contrary, wickedness became his pleasure and 

Bishop of Rome, briefly states the heads of this contested 
subject. See August. Epist 90 and 46. — Luther. Enarrat. 
fol. 6. €.*— Melanct. Loc. Theol. p. 89. 
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delight *. The second of these propensities 
is ever active : the first not unfrequently ap« 
pears, for a season, to lie dormaatu.^This 
lurking enmity toward God slumbered in the 
hearts of the Jews for some ages previous to 
the advent of the Messiah: but, when the 
spirituality of his preaching roused their con* 
sciences and shewed them their inward abo* 
minations, their enmity awoke, strong as death 
and cruel as the grave* 

(1.) This doctrine, however, is not unfre- 
quently denied even on the ground of personal 

* Grace doth not pluck up by the roots and wholly destroy 
the natural passions of the mind, because they are distem- 
pered by dn ; that were an extreme remedy to core by kill- 
ing, and heal by catting off: no, but it corrects the distemper 
in them { it dries not up this main stream of love, but puriiSea 
it from the mud it is full of in its wrong course, or calls it to 
its right channel by which it may run into happiness, and 
empty itself into the ocean of goodness. The Holy Spirit 
turns the love of the soul towards God in Christ, for in that 
way only can it apprehend his love : so then, Jesus Christ It 
the first object of this divine love : he iamedium unhnis, through 
whom God conveys the sense of bis love to the soul, and re- 
ceives back its love to him. — Archb. Leighton*8 Comment, on 
1 Peter L 8^ 9. Vol. I. p. 94. 
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experience : and those^who urge it, are thought 
to paint human nature in much blacker colourB 
than she really deserves. It may perhaps be 
allowed, that we have frailties, venial frailties : 
but our nature is asserted to be, in the main, 
eter favourable to virtue, and averse from vice. 

The degree of truth, which such notions 
possess, is best ascertained by simple matter 
(rf* fact. 

In the person of our blessed Saviour, virtue 
itself was embodied. Perfectly just, and ab^ 
solutely free from even the slightest suspicion 
of criminality, Christ was the bright exem^* 
plar of the doctrines which he preached. If 
the love of virtue, then, be inherent in the 
human mind ; the Lord of life, condescending 
to visit the haunts of men, must surely have 
been the object of their warmest devotion and 
their most affectionate adoration. Yet was 
he hated> reviled, and persecuted even to 
d^ath, notwithstanding our supposed natural 
prc^nsity to virtue. 

In a similar manner, his disciples, the labour 
of whose life consisted in imitating their di* 
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.vine Master, were hated of all nations, as their - 
Lord bad expressly foretold *, for his namis 
sake. In other words, the more they approxi- 
mated to perfect virtue, the greater degree of 
odium they incurred. An awful instance of 
the bitter enmity of the natural man against 
God and all his faithful servants is afforded 
us in the account of the death of St. Stephen. 
The judges, who presided in the mock trial 
of the protomartyr, even gnashed on him. with 
their teeth f; the violent workings of rage in 
their hearts causing them to resemble wild 
l>east8 rather tiian men : nor could their ani* 
mosity be quenched, except in the blood of 
their devoted victim. 

Should it be said, that these btq particular 
instances selected only from the history of a 
single nation ; let us cast our eyes around and 
contemplate the labours of the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles. Whence was it that bonds 
tod alBUctions awaited him in every city? 
Whence, but because the holiness of his life, 

* Matt niy. 9. f Acts vii. 64. 
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and .the vebemence of bis eloquence, held up, 
before the eyes of men^.a mirror, which too 
faithfully reflected their manifold iniquities? 

To approach nearer to our own times : what 
wag it» that called down the fury of Popery 
upon the martyrs of the Protestant Church ? 
The same principle, which crucified the Lord 
of life and persecuted his Apostles, consigned 
to the flames a Cranmer, a Latimer, and a 
Ridley. 

Now, this repeated opposition to the truUi 
can only be accounted for upon the scriptural 
doctrine, that the carnal mind is enmity with 
God*. He, who searcheth the very heart 
and the reins, hath declared, that light is come 
into the toorld, and men loved darlmess rather 
than light, became their deeds are evil. For 
every one that doeth evily haieth the light, neither 
Qometh to the light, lest his deeds should be re- 
proved f. 

.(2.) The fact is, men are apt to deceive 
themselves into a belief, that their minds are 

• Roin.viii. 9. t John ill 19. ■ 
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not at enmity with God^ by the common de<- 
lusion of performing their duty only by halves^ 
Different persons are so differently consti* 
tuted, that duties are more or less irksome to 
them, exactly in the proportion that they more 
or less coincide with their natural dispositions. 
Hence, each individual selects the duty which 
best suits his inclination^ and seems almost to 
forget that any others are in existence. The 
Pharisees preserved a very decent exterior, 
and were strict observenf of the literal part of 
the Law. Perfectly satisfied with their ima- 
ginary progress in holiness, they placidly re- 
clined on the pillow of self-righteousness, and 
felt not the hidden malignity of their nature. 
What they performed were, undoubtedly, do* 
ties: but they were duties, which, in their 
^ situation, required no great degree of self-* 
denial. The moment an awakened conscience 
forced them to acknowledge that exertions of 
a much higher nature were necessary to gain 
the favour of heaven, the mask of sanctified 
hypocrisy was dropped, their hatred to God 
blazed out in its full fury, and a deliberate ju- 
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dicial murder of the discloser of such disagree* 
able truths was the result. 

(3.) We are sometimes apt complacently to 
thank God, that we are not like the Phari« 
sees: but, would we candidly examine our 
own hearts, we might possibly find, that they 
contain the very same evil disposition in 
embryo. 

To a man of an active temper, a life full of 
employment is the highest source of gratifica- 
tion. Hence, if he have received some reli* 
gious impressions, he feels but little repug- 
nance to diverting his activity into a different 
channel from what it flowed in before. The 
same dUpoiition remains, though the object 
which engages his attention and rouses the 
vigour of his mind, be now no longer the same. 
In the dischai^e of active religious duties, he 
perceives not the enmity of a corrupt heait 
against God ; because, from mere physical rea- 
sons, he feels no repugnance against them. 
But, if he be called^upon to analyse the hidden 
cause . of hi^ actions, and to give up part of 
his time to serious meditation ; if he be re- 

2 
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quired daily to deny himself, and no longer 
to participate in those vanities which are 
usually peculiarly gratifying to ardent and 
sanguine tempers : if such requisitions as these 
be made, then commences the struggle ; and 
we too frequently behold those, who are fore- 
most in every active duty, shrink with disgust 
from the resignation of worldly pleasure. 

On the other hand, men of indolent and 
phlegmatic dispositions would never perceive 
their enmity towards God, were Christianity 
a mere negative system of quietism. Persons 
of this description, who begin to feel the im- 
portance of religion, will hear, with equal com- 
placency, a warm exhortation to the duties 
of the closet, and a vehement remonstrance 
against dissipation. They forthwith give 
themselves up to prayer and devout medita- 
tion : they read the Scriptures daily : and they 
steadily resolve never more to frequent the 
haunts of vanity and folly. All this they per- 
form without any diflSculty : and, therefore, 
they conclude, that their inclinations are per- 
fectly in unison with the will of God, and that 
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they have anrived at a considerable degree of 
imiiience in the school of Christianity. But 
what are their pretensions to superior piety; 
if they be closely scrutinised l They dilig^dy 
perform those duties^ to which simply from 
their natural constitution they have no re- 
pugnance: and they resolutely deny them^ 
selves all those fashionable follies, for which 
hey previously entertained the most profound 
indifference. In such a state of mind, let a 
course of active duty be urged upon them ; 
and they will be effectually convinced of their 
natural hatred to the Law of God. 

Men are very ready to obey, so far as obe- 
dience is not entirely inconsistent with their 
inclinations : hence the opulent will never take 
offence at the clergyman, who happens to 
preach a concio adpopuhum against theft ; nor 
ike populace at him, who censures the vices 
of their superiors *. Bujt if he faithfully tell 

* I have somewhere seen a story of Doctor Johnson, wluch 
may serve not mappositely to exemplify this remark ; though 
I by no means think the Doctor's implied censure of his 
mother Just. J rtmember, said he to one of his friendsi when 

C 
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f^th parties their fktdts ; if he force his re* 
hictant congregation to take a surrey of their 
inward corruptions ; and if be declare^ that so 
man can enter into the kingdom of hearen 
unless a com{dete and radical change take 
place in his heart : he will find none satisfied 
with him but those, who are resolved to make 
the service of God the main business of their 
lives. In a similar manner, if he assure such 
of his flock as make a great outward profes- 
sion of religion, that a vehement zeal for con- 
tain particular doctrines, a staunch adherence 
to party, a never-ceasing eagerness to discuss 
theological topics, an intemperate thirst of 
hearing sermons, and a too exclusive partiality 
for favourite preachers, are no certain marks 
of grace ; if he solemnly warn them, that the 
doers^ not the hearers of God's word, are tread- 
ing the path which leads to heaven ; and if 
he remind them, that the shibboleth of a sect 

/ was a child, that my mother, byway qf tptndimg a Smiday 
evening prefitably, made me read to her a chapter from Thil 
Whole Duty of Man against stealing. The truth qfthedocirine 
was undeniable: builfolt no indinatUm to bea-thirf. 
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is by no means an evidence of real Chris- 
tianity : it is far from improbable, that his 
jdain-dealing will be very ill received* So 
long as he prophesies smooth things, and ae- 
oonunodates himself to the humour of his 
congregation, whatever that humour maybe; 
just so long they will speak well of him : but 
let him put forth his hand, and touch their bone 
amd their jksh ; and they will curse him to his 
face *. 

(4.) Whi^ has been said is amply sufficient 
to prove/that the carnal mind is enmity with 
Qod. If any person still doubt it, let him but 
vigorously apply himself to those allowed du- 
ties which are most irksome to him ; and he 
will quickly find an argument in his own 
breast, infinitely stronger than any that have 
been here adduced f. 

* Job IL 5. 

f Quid aliud in mundo iqusLva pugna adversus diabolum 
qtiotidie geritiur; quam adversus jacula ejus et tela conflicta- 
tionibus assiduis dimicatur 2 Cum avaiida nobis, cum impu- 
fidtia, cumira, cum ambidone, congresdo est : cum carnali* 
bus vidis, cum illecebris secularibus, assidua et molesta luc- 

c 2 
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2. Closely connected with the bitter ani- 
mosity which the heart entertains against God 
(connected, indeed, with it, in the way of cause 
and effect), is its extreme depravity. 
. Theological writers have not unfrequently 
been accused of exaggeration in treating of 
the depravity in question : but the conscience 
of every one, whose understanding has been 
enlightened with self-knowledge, will readily 
acquit them of the charge. 

Since the fall, the nature of man hm been 
blind and corrupt: his understanding darkened, 
and his affections polluted. Upon the faxx of 
the whole earth, there is no man, Jew or Gen* 
tile, that understandeth and seeketh after God. 
The natural man, or man remaining in that 
state wherein the fall left him, is so far from 

tatio est Obsessa mens hominis, et undique diaboli infes- 
tatione vallata, vix occurrit singulis, vix resistit Si avaritia 
prostrata est, exsurg;it libido : si libido compressa est, sue- 
cedit ambitio : si ambitio contemta est, ira exasperat, inflat 
superbia, vinolentia invitat, invidia concordiam rumpit, ami- 
citiam zelus abscindit Cyprian, de MortaL Oper. voU t 
p. 157. Oxon. 
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being abk to discover or know any religious 
truthj that he hates and flies from it when it is 
proposed to him : he receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God. Man is natural and earthly ; 
the things of God are spiritual and heavenly ; 
and these are contrary one to tlie other : there" 
fore, as the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God, so the wisdom of God is foolishness 
with the world. In a word, the sense man is 
now possessed of, where God does not restrain 
it, is used for evil and not for good : his wisdom 
is earthly, sensual, devilish : it is the sagacity 
of a brute, animated by the malignity of an 
evil spirit*. 

3. In addition to its enmity against God 
and its utter depravity, the human heart is 
likewise in a state of insensibility and 5f?/pt- 

dity. 

The conscience, as the Apostle expresses 
it, is past feeling, seared as with a hot troref. 
Hence reproofs and judgments may irritate ; 

* Jones's CathoL Doctrine of the Trinity, p. 14. 
\ Ephes. iv. 19. 1 Tim. iv. 2. 
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but can never, merely by their own influence, 
convert. 

This insensibility, though it may be in- 
creased by a habit of sinning, is yet itself on- 
ginally inlierent in the conscience : at the first, 
it is not so much superinduced upon it, as it 
springs out of it. 

lY. Man being thus depraved in the un- 
derstandings the will, and the affections, it is 
almost superfluous to observe, that he must 
in consequence have lost all poioer of serving 
God. 

Unable to discover his will, hating it when 
it is discovered to him, and so polluted by sin 
that he is utterly unable to cleanse himself; 
how can he perform in his own strength any 
acceptable service? He may indeed, in the* 
pride of his high speculations, imagine him- 
self to be rich : and to have need of nothing : 
but the word of Grod will inform him, that he 
is wretched, and miserable, and poor, and bUnd, 
and naked*. Even those actions of the na- 

• ReTeL m. 17. 
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tural man, which bear the semblance of good; 
the patriotiam of a Regulua, and the morality 
of a Socrates; even they are but splendid 
sins * : for, as we are rightly taught by the 
Churchy Works^ done before the grace of Christ 
and the inspiration of his Spirit^ are not pkasant 
to God, forasmuch as thejf spring not qffoith 
in Jesus Christ: — yea rather, for that they art 
not done as. God hath willed and commanded 
them to be done, we doubt not but they have the 
nature of sin f . The reason of this is obvious. 
A polluted heart can no more bring forth a 
good action^ than a polluted fountain can emit 
pore water ; but all our hearts are by nature 
impure : consequently, all our actions, before 
the reception of divine grace, must be impure 
also ; and, as such, they cannot be pleasing 
unto God. 

In this miserable condition is every man 
bom. Fallen from his high estate, and sunk 
in the deep sleep of presumptuous wicked- 

* See Bp. Beveridge's Exposition of the Articles. Art. xili. 
f Art xiii. See also Bp. Hopkins's Works, p. 525. and 
Bp. Beveridge's Private Thoughts, Art viii. 

c4 
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ness, he refuses to listen to the voice of 
human charmer, charm he ever so vnsely. .< 
alone is able> to create a clean hearty and t 
new a right spirit within him : for creatio 
an attribute belonging solely to the D( 
Man must be brought back to the imag 
his Maker, that image which was lost by 
fall of Adam : or he must for ever remain 
eluded from the kingdom of heaven. 
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TUB ILLUHIHATION OF TQE UNDEBSTANDIHG 
TH&OUQH THE INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIEIT, 
THE FIRST WORK OF GRACE IN THE HUMAN SOU!.. 

When the Almighty created man, he Fore- 
saw all the fatal consequences which would 
result from his Tiolation of the divine com- 
mandment. Though justice required the 
punishment of the transgressors ; yet mercy 
provided a wonderful remedy, by virtue of 
which Adam and all his posterity might have 
the means of escaping eternal perdition. The 
fulness of time being come, the only begotten 
of. the Father ; God of God, Idght of Lig/a. 
very God of very God: the Lamb virtually 
and typically slain from the foundation of the 
world ; this glorious personage took our nature 
upon him, and was made like unto us in alt 
things, tin only excepted. After spending a 
life of unwearied benevolence and heavenly 
c6 
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purity, honouring the Law more highly by 
his perfect observance of it than it was ever 
dishonoured by the transgressions of the whole 
race of man, our Lord closed his ministerial 
labours by offering himself up, a voluntary 
self-devoted sacrifice, for the sins of the world. 
The benefits of his death and passion extend- 
ed as widely as the baneful effects of the fall 
had done*: and we are repeatedly told by 
the inspired writers, that he suffered for the 
sins of all menf. None are excluded from 
being partakere of these blessings. Every 
contrite sinner, every soul that wishes for sal- 
vation, is freely invited to approach to the 
throne of mercy, assured of a welcome recep- 
tion through the all-sufficient merits of the 
Redeemer, Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money ; 
come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy milk and 
wine without money and without price % ! 
But, although the redemption of mankind 

♦ 1 Corin. XV. 22. 

t Heb. ii. 9. Colossi i. 20. 1 Tim. ii. 4. 6. 

X Isaiah W. 1. 
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be thus unlimited and universal : and although 
God willeth not the death of any sinner, but 
rather that all should turn unto him and rer 
pent : yet» by reason of the obstinate foUy of 
the wio]Led» the gracious purposes of the Ah- 
W^tf fail to produce universal sftlvatjon. 
Alf iay hngf saith the IxH^d^ have I $tretched 
forth my kunds unto disobedient and gaimay^ 
ing people *. Enter ye in, aaith our Saviour, 
at the droit gate; for wide is the gate and 
broad is the way thot leadeth to ^^tmction^ 
and many there be which go in thereat : because 
strait is the gate and narrotp is fhe way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find itf. 
Hence it is evident, that ma^y imbappy per* 
spns, whpm^the god of this world hath blinded, 
will ^ber expresdy reject, or carelessly n^- 
lect to avail themselves of, the benefits of 
Christ's death and passion. AU those, who 
are infatuated with the pride of infidelity and 
who madly defy the living God, exclude them- 
selves with a high hand from the pale of the 

* Rom. f. 21. t lil9tt< m- .13. 

c6 
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Church : and all those, who, like the devils, 
believe and tremble ; who acknowledge the di- 
vine authority of the Gospel, but are strangers 
to its influence ; who live^ to use the emphatic 
words of Scripture, without God in the world, 
dead in trespasses and sins ; all these, if there 
be any truth in the plain declarations of our 
Lord and his Apostles, have no lot nor portion 
in the Son of God. 

I. How happens it, then, that some receive 
the word with joy and bring forth fruit meet 
for repentance : while others either sullenly 
reject it, or remain alike uninfluenced by its 
threats and its promises ? No man^ saith our 
blessed Lord, can come unto me, except the Fa^ 
ther, which hath sent me, draw him *. But in 
what manner doth the Father draw mankind 
unto himself, in order that they may not perish, 
but receive everlasting life ? The Apostle in- 
forms us, that no man can my that Jesus is 
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost f. 

1. It is, therefore, the peculiar office of 

* John vi. 44. f 1 Conn. xii. 3. 
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the third person of the Trinity, to bring ua 
unto Christy and to induce us to accept the 
pardon which is freely offered unto all. 

Here we see, that none can come unto Christ 
without being drawn by the gracious influence 
of the Spirit. 

2. But many resist that influence to their 
own destruction : in a manner compelling Ood 
to declare, that his Spirit shall . not always 
strive toith man*: and forcing the merciful 
Saviour himself to complain, ye will not come 
unto me that ye may have lifef. 

Here we learn the true reason, why so many 
perish in their sins : they will not accept the 
salvation, which is offered to them in common 
with all mankind. God the Spirit draweth 
them indeed : but they obstinately refuse to 
follow him j;. 

* Gen. vL 3. f John v. 40. 

X I liave endeavoured to state this difficult point in that 
manner, which to myseff', at least, appears the most agreeable 
to Scripture. With the Calvinistic view of the subject I am 
by no means satisfied : but the Pelagian view of it is yet more 
exceptionable. 
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11. A oonsiderable degree o£ prudence and 
caution is necessary in treating of the opera- 
tions of the Holy Ghost; and the two ex* 

I. It U cprtidii^ that the free-wiU (that i% •f coiin^ the 
moral, not the natural, free-will) which Adam poateisediD fait 
state of purity, was lost at the fall, when he and all his pos* 
terity became inclined to evil ; hence, as we are instructed by 
the Church, the condition of man after the fall of Adam tsiueh, 
ihai he eamtot tttm emd prepare hhntelf by his ovm natwai 
Mtrength and good works to faith and eaUing ypon ^iod : 
nevertheless it is no- where asserted in Scripturei that freedom 
of will is not equally restored unto all men by the preaching 
of the Gospel. EVery expostulation of God with the wicked 
neeessariiy supposes, that he ireely gives Aem an opporHmity 
«f repentance ; and that their eternal condemnation is the 
result, not of an arintrary decree, but of their deliberately 
choosing evil rather than good, and their obstinately refusing 
the assistance of the Holy Ghost, which is equally offered unto 
all men. 

II. I am aware, that in reply a Calvinist will argue ; If 
ALL have free-will equally given to them by the Spirit, ^all 
are equally drawn by thf Father ; all must equally come unto 
Christ. 

This, howevesy by no means follows, as we may sufiSdeotly 
learn fieom the &11 of our first parent. Adam possessed free* 
will by nature ; and, without having the slightest bias toevil, 
was strongly drawn or inclined by the Spirit of God to that 
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tremes of onthusi&aiQ tnd profaneneBS sboold 
be equally avoided. 
1. PenoQB of a •angnine temperamsut 

wUch ll gMd : jet Adam fell. Why then may not thaw, (o 
nhoBi the free-will lost by the tnnigrecuon of Adam hu been 
natored on the offer of pardoo by tbe Goapel, fall likeniae ? 
Peisoiu, placed under nich drcumstancei, and urged by the 
tecret influence of the Holy Ghost to See frotn the wnith tq 
com*, on Mxrcely be ttaoi^ht More highly faTonred tfaui 
Adam wae pferiow to hit tiuugreuian : it U cot rery eaty, 
theiefiire, to tay, nhy tliey may not abase iree-will ahen rt- 
enwrerfijust ea much aa Adam did when poMttued ijf il ab 
trigbie; and why tliey may not neglect to use impartid 
Urtngth, Jiut aa much aa Adam did lit ilrtiigib whieh Ae re- 
telged al hit creatign. If Adam liad been drawn to a dne 
performance of hia duty by an irreiittibit impulse of the 
Spirit, it ia manlfeac that he never couU have fallen : I am not 
■wore that we are warranted by Scripture to auppoae, that the 
Holy Ghost acta upon dot wlQa in any different manner from 
what he did upon Aiam't. It ia MU thing la belieie, that no 
man can come unto Christ unless be be drawn by the Father 
through the agency of the Spirit \ and quite aaoUigr to main- 
t^, that every person, who ia thus drawn, muat ntcetiarilg 
■nd vueilaity obey that impulse. The denial of the firat of 
theae propodtiooa conalitutet the heresy of the Pelagians ; the 
atutdng of the second, the error of the Calviniats. Because 
Scripture appeals lo us as free and reuouable beiugi ; t}ie 
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have not unfrequendy been so far deluded by 
a mischievous fanaticism, as to mistake the 
workings of a heated imagination for the im- 
mediate dictates of heaven. Hence they have 
been sometimes led, to undervalue even the 
sacred word of God, and to fancy that they 
are actually taught by inspiration without 
making any use of the means which the Al- 
mighty has been pleased to appoint The 
consequence of such crude and unscriptural 
notions is sufficiently evident : the unhappy 
victims of this fatal delusion fall from one ab- 
surdity into another, the sport of every wind 
of doctrine, and the pity of all sober-minded 
Christians. 

The error, to which I allude, consists in 
mistaking the extraordinary, for the ordinary, 

former very rashly suppose, that we stand in no need of divine 
grace : because Scripture declares, that of ourselves we can 
neither will nor do that which is good ; the latter too hastily 
conclude, that the influence of the Spirit is absolutely irre- 
sistible. 

But I dedst from pressing the matter any further : the ob- 
ject of the present treatise is not controversy. 
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Operations of the Spirit. We are not, in the 
present day, to expect any tkw revelations: 
that point has been sufficiently decided by St. 
Paul. Though we or an angel from heaven, 
says he, preach am/ other Gospel unto you 
than that wMch we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed*. The office of the Holy 
Ghost is not to reveal any additional doc- 
trines to us ; but to enable us to understand 
^rituttUy, those which have been already re- 
vealed. 

Accordingly, the Ber^ans are commended 
as being more noble than the Thessalonians, 
not only hecaase they readily received the 
word, but because they likewise searched the 
Scriptures daily whether those things were so f. 
Ood's Holy Spirit, doubtless, both prevented 
and seconded their pious endeavours, illumi- 
nating their minds, and filling them with all 
heavenly wisdom ; for we are informed, that 
many of them believed: but, at the same 
time, it is signified to us, that the external 
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eause was their diligent attention to the Scrips 
tures *. * 

In a similar manner, although the Church 
directs her children to pray unto Ood for his 
inspiration f : it is only, that they may be en;* 
abled to think those things that be good, and 
that their hearts may be cleansed from all 
impurity; not that they may become pro^^iets 
or apostles. 

Long has the extraordinary influence of the 
Spirit ceased : and we aie authorised^ by our 
blessed Lord himself, to consider all preten- 
sions to it, in these latter days, as the marks 
whereby we may assuredly detect impostors %* 
One of the main artifices of Satan is to pro* 
pagate error by issuing, as it were, base coun* 
terfeits of those scriptural doctrines which 
have received the stamp of God's own autho* 

* They •^*— searched the Scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so ; ther^ore many of them believed. Acts xvil. 
11, 12. 

t Collects for the 5th Smi. after East, and Commtmioii 
Service. 

: Matt. xziv. 11. 23, 24, 25, 26. 
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rity. As he persuades some to sin in order 
that grace may abound^ Miscalling the impure 
speculations of Antinomianism Ju5^t/?ca^ion by 
faith : so he bewilders others in the mazes of 
enthusiasm, puffing them up with vain con* 
ceits, and distracting the peace of the Church, 
under the pretence that the wild reveries of a 
mad fanatic are the immediate inspiration of 
heaven. 

2. Persons of an opposite description to 
those, whose imagination outruns their judg- 
ment, terrified and disgusted with the perver- 
sion of the scriptural doctrine of divine tn- 
fluence^ have too hastily plunged into the 
other extreme: and, though perhaps they 
may not absolutely have denied the existence 
of the Holy Ghost, yet they scarcely allow 
him any share in the great work of our con- 
version. 

Now our Lord, indeed, compares the opera- 
tions of the Spirit to the wind ; and we can 
no more discern the one than the other: 
nevertheless, if we have received the Holy 
Ghost, our souls must be as sensible of his 

2 
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influence by its beneficial effects, as our 
bodies are of the impulse of the air when in 
motion. 

Unless this be allowed, it is not very easy 
to say what we are to understand by such a 
comparison. When a total change takes place 
in a man's soul, a change so great that it is 
called in Scripture a passage from darkness 
into light, from extinction to animation * ; it 
is utterly impossible, that it should not be 
perceived f . 

* 1 John iii. 8. Ephes. i. 18. Ibid. ii. 1. 5. 

f There must be a revoludon ot principle : the yisible con- 
duct will follow the change ; but there must be a revoludon 
within, A change so entire, so deep, so important, as this, I 
do allow to be a conversion ; and no one, who is in the utu** 
ation above described, can be saved without undergoing it ; 
and he must necessarily both be sensible of it at the time, and 
remember it all his life afterwards. It is too momentous an 
event ever to be forgot. A man might as easily foiget his 
escape from a shipwreck. Whether it was sudden, or whether- 
it was gradual, if it was effected (and the fruits of it will prove 
that), it was a true conversion: and every such person may 
justly both believe and say it himself, that he was converted 
at a particular assignable time. It may not be necessary to 
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Thift- change consists in an illumination 
of the understanding, a restoration of the free' 
dom of the will, and a regulation of the affec' 
tiotis. 

III. The first thing necessary toward our 
becoming children of God is the illumination 
of the understanding. 

The Holy Ghost roust shine into the dark 
recesses of our hearts and grant us a spiritual 
discernment ; or the word of God will for ever 
remain a sealed book. We may« indeed, 
comprehend the literal and grammatical con- 
struction of the sentences : but we shall de- 
rive no more saving knowledge from it, than 
the Jews did from the law when they crucified 
the Lord of life. The mere exertions of un- 
assisted reason can never convey to our minds 
any knowledge of the things of God, because 
they must be spiritually discerned. Much 
has already been said upon this subject^ when 
the spiritual deficiency of our understandings 

speak of his conversion, but he will always think of it with 
unbounded thankfulness to the giver of all grace. Paley's 
SermonSf Serm. viL p. 129, 130. 
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was considered. We all know, that they are 
not defective in comprehending the bare letter 
of Scripture, any more than that of Homer 
or Virgil: in what, then, are they defective, 
unless it be in spiritual discernment ? 

This will alone account for the language 
of St. Paul, when he assures the Ephesians, 
that he ceases not to offer up his prayers, that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, might give unto them the Spirit of 
vnsdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him; the eyes of their understanding being «i- 
lightened; that they might know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what 
is the exceeding greatness of his power to us^ 
ward who believe, according to the working of 
his mighty power ♦. 

The Ephesians doubtless possessed the fa- 

* In this passage, according to the usual manner of the 
•acred writers, spiritual things are exhibited to our compre- 
hension by their corresponding natural objects ; and the illu- 
mination of the Holy Spirit is compared to opening the eyes 
of the bfind* 
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culty of common disceninient: and jet the 
same Apostle prays that they might he abk 
to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth 
and length, and depth and heighth ; and to know 
ike love of Christ which passeth knowledge, 
that they might be filled with the fulness of 
God *• Hence it appears that the Ephesians 
might read the Scripture without that com- 
prehension of it, which the Apostle prays for 
on their behalf f. 

• Ephes. iii. 18. 

f Ev^ov dl orot 9rp6 Travriav (Ixorbg dvoixOrjvai iriXac' 
oif ydp ffwoirrd. ohhk (rvvvofird iratriv itrrlv, el fii^ ry 
Btbg d<p (Tuviivai Koi 6 XpitrrbQ aifrov. Just. Mart. Dial* 
cum Tryph. Oper. p. 173. 

The first creature of God in tlie works of the days, was the 
light of the sense ; the last was the light of reason ; and his 
sabbath work ever since is the illumination of his spirit. First, 
he breathed light upon the face of the matter of chaos ; ihen, 
he breathed light upon the &ce of man ; and, still, breaketh 
and inspireth light into the face of his chosen. Lord Bacon's 
Essay on Troth. 

Absurd is the doctrine of the Sodnians and some others, 
Uiat unregeneraie men, by a mere natural perception, wUhtmt 
any divine euperinfueed light (they are the words of Episoo- 
piusy and they jsn wicked words) may understand the Mfboia 
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From these remarks it is sufficiently evi- 
dent^ that, although Christ died for the sins 

law, even all things requisite upon faith and godliness ; fool- 
ishly confounding and impiously deriding the spiritual and 
(fivine sense of the Holy Scriptures with the grammatical con- 
struction. Against this we shall need use no other argument 
than a plain syllogUm compounded out of the words of Scrip- 
ture : Darkness doth not comprehend light (John i. 5.) ; Unre- 
generate men are darkness (Ephes. v. 8. iv. 17) 18. Actsxxrl. 
18. 2 Petl. 9.)9 yea, held under the power of darkness {06i*\. 
la) ; and The word of God U light (Psalm cxix. 105. 2 Cor. 
iv. 4.) : therefore unregenerate men cannot understand the 
word in that spiritual compass which it carries. — Natural men 
have their principles vitiated, their faculties bound, that they 
cannot understand spiritual things, till God have, as it were, 
implanted a new understanding in them, framed the heart 
to attend, and set it at liberty to see the glory of God with 
9pen face. Though the veil do not keep out grammatical 
construction, yet it blindeth the heart against the spiritual 
light and beauty of the word. Bishop Reynolds's Works, p. 44. 
Spiritus Paracletus ilium longe docet melius, quam universi 
libri : ut absolutius intelligat scripturam, quam explanaii illi 
queat Luther. Enarrat. Fol. 275. A. 

Secundus gradus est donatio spiritus sancti, qui novam lu- 
cem in mente, et novos motus in voluntate et corde, accendit ; 
gttbemat nos ; et inchoat in nobb vitam aetemam. Melanc. 
Loc. Theol. p. 731. JSee also King Edward's Catechism 
in Bp. Randolph's Enduridion, vol. L p. 41.— Noel's Cate- 
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of the whole world, yet none will ever truly 
acknowledge him as their Lord except by the 
influence and operation of the blessed Spirit 
Before he opens their eyes to see wonderful 
things out of Gods Law, they are as totally 
devoid of all spiritual understanding, as a 
blind man is of the faculty of discerning ma- 
terial objects. These objects exist indeed; 
but, from the deficiency of his organs of vi- 
fiion, they are unable to make any impression 
upon his mind« 

1. Hence, as I have already observed, the 
first step, which the Holy Spirit takes in the 
conversion of a sinner, is to open the eyes of 
his understanding *• 

chism, Ibid. vol. it p. 132. — Bp. Beveridge^s Private Thoughts, 
Art viii. — Bp. Wilkins on Prayer, chap. xviL—Bp. Rey- 
nolds's Works, p. 305. 463.— Dr. Barrow's Works, vol. iu. 
p. 529, 530, 531. — Jones's Essay on Man, chap. iii. 

* The first work, which God puts forth upon the soul, in 
order to its conversion, is, to raise up a spiritual light within 
It, to clear up its apprehensions about spiritual matters, so as 
to enable the soul to look upon Ood as the chiefest good* and 
the enjoyment of him as the greatest bliss. Bp. Beveridge's 
Private Thoughts, Art. vUL 

O 
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While men remain in a state of caraal se* 
curity, the sound of God's word passes by 
them as little legarded as the wind. They 
have no conception of the spirituality of the 
Law nor of the purity of God. Provided only 
a decent exterior be preserved and the penal 
statutes of the land be un violated ; they ima- 
gine, that all is perfectly safe, and that it 
would be equally absurd and uncharitable td 
doubt of the certainty of their salvation. In 
the mean time they forget, that God is a 
searcher of the heart, that he requires truth 
in the inward parts, and that he is of purer 
eyes than to behold the least iniquity. Their 
boasted morality is for the most part merely 
negative : it is rather an absence of the overt 
acts of sin, than a presence of real holiness. 
Though they duly make a weekly acknow- 
ledgment of their sinfulness in strict confor«- 
mity with the liturgy of the Church; yet 
they repeat the confession rather as words of 
•course, than as feeling the truth of it from 
bitter experience : and, tliough they punctually 
receive the sacrament at the least three times 
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Pi the year, and avow that the remembrance 
of their miidoings it grievous unto them, and 
the burden of them intolerable : yet, notwith< 
standing the strength of the language which 
they adopt, it ia much to be questioned wh&- 
dier they be really seDuble of tiie vast weight 
of BID. If pressed closely upon thia subject, 
they invariably deny that depth of corrupticm, 
that mystery of iniquity, by which every fa- 
cal^ of the human aoul, every thou^t and 
word and deed of the very best man upon 
earth, is more or lese polluted and unclean. 
They will probably acknowledge venial errors, 
pardonable frailUes, and trifling lapses : but 
the doctrine, that man » verif far gone from 
original righteotwiets, that of hia own nature 
he is inclined to evil, that he deserveth God's 
wrath and damnation, and that he is by nature 
a tMld of wrath, is rejected by them with all 
tiie angry feeling of a proud indignation *. 

* It is DO UDcammiKi thing tn the prawnt da; to bear va- 

itoDi oitbodoi doctrines stigmadeed u being CaMniitie, when 

in tnid] Ihc7 an no more juadiar to Calrinina than to any 

■dm doctdnal lyKtm. Such hai been the fiUc «f Ihe taiet 

D 2 



52 ON THE ORDINARY OFERATIONS 

2. From this utter ignorance of their own 
corruption^ tbey will usually be found strongly 
inclined to the dangerous delusion of self? 
justification. 

Their notion is, that, although they he frail 
creatures, yet they humbly trust they a-neuot 

of original sin. They, who deny it, find it much more con- 
venient to term those, who maintain it, Calvinists, than to 
abide by the plain and explicit decision of the Church iki'her 
IXth Article. All Calvinists do indeed hold it ; but it does hat 
therefore follow, that all, who hold it, are Calvinists, any more 
than that all Ti-initarians are Papists, Our Articles^ says 
Bishop Horsley, affirm certain things, which we hold in common 
with the Calvinists : so they affirm certain things f which we 
hold in common with the Lutherans ; and some things, which 
we hold in common with the Romanists, It cannot well be other' 
wise; for, a* there are certain principles which are common to 
all Protestants, so the essential articles of faith are common to 
all Christians, Horsley 's Tracts, p. 398. Since this was 
written, his Lordship has very judiciously advised those, who 
are eager to signalise their prowess against the doctrinal system 
of the Genevan reformer, first to learn what Calviniam is mx' 
dusively; lest haply, instead of assailing certain adventurous 
jteculiarities, they direct their attacks against our Conmon 
Christianity itself, 

Ne, pueri, ne tanta animis assuescite bella : 
Neu patria validas in' viscera vertite vil«s. 
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pale BO bad as some persons would represent 
them. They doubt not, but that their work) 
will justify them as far as they go ; that the 
merits of the Redeemer will make up all defi- 
ciencies ; and that the infinite mercy of God 
willthrow a veil over their casual imperfec- 
tions. Upon the whole, they are inclined to 
hope, that their good deeds far outweigh their 
occasional errors ; and, to use the language 
of the poet, that they are men more sinned 
against than sinning : at any rate, that their 
hearty repentance, and the pains and troubles 
which they encounter here, will make ample 
atonement for all their transgressions. Thus, 
while they acknowledge in words the neces- 
tnty of a Sariour ; they, in reality, depend 
much more upon their own imaginary righ- 
teousness, than upon the merits of Christ. 

The whole of this arises from spiritual 
blindness : for, if they really understood the 
purport of the Law, they would never dream 
that their own miserable performances could 
either partially or universally Tnerit the favour 
of God. Like the infatuated Jews in the days 
d3 
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of our Lord, they have the Scriptures in their 
hands, and perhaps occasionally peruse them: 
but they are totally unconscious, that they 
a^ reading their own condemnation. They 
slumber over the sacred page : and they per- 
ceive not^ that their curse is there recorded* 
Cursed is every one, that abideth not in all the 
things of this Law. Their eyes are closed, so 
that they are unable to perceive their numer* 
ous violations of it, in thought, word, and 
deed. Hence the Law is to them a dead 
letter; and they remain in a state of utter 
ignorance of its spiritual design. 

3. We and our whole nature, says the illus- 
trious Luther, are entirely blind; nor is our 
reason more ignorant of any things than of the 
requisitions of God's Law. 

Christ conferred a double benefit upon the 

Scribes and Pharisees: he first took away their 

blindness, by shewing tliem what the Laio is ; 

and he afterward taught them, how far the per» 

feet observance of it exceeds their abilities. 

He took away their blindness by irforming 
them that the Law is love; which doctrine bare 
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reason is equally incapable of receiving at pre*^ 
sent, as the Jews were formerly. For, if reason 
could have comprehended it, the Pharisees and 
the Lawyers, who at that time were the best and 
wisest among the people^ would doubtless have 
comprehended it. 

But they imagined, that the whole matter 
consisted in performing the external works of 
the Law; and that it was of little moment, 
whether they toere done voluntarily or invohmr 
tarily. Meanwhile, their internal blindness, 
their avarice, and their darkened heart, passed 
without observation; and they fancied that they 
were accurately discharging their duty. But 
no one is able to keep the Law, unless he be to^ 
tally renewed. 

Be assured therefore of this, that mere reason 
can never either understand or fulfil the Law, 
even though it may be acquainted toith what 
the Law contains. 

When do you do unto others, as you would 
they should do unto you ? Who ever heartily 
loved his enemy ? Who ever died voluntarily? 
Who will undergo with readiness contumely and 

d4 
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disgrace ? Produce me only a single man, who 
willingly submits to tlie ignominy of a blasted 
character, or to the inconveniences of poverty. 
Nature and human reason abhor and shun suck 
trials : and they will always, if possible, avoid 
them. 

Nor will human nature ever fulfil those things, 
which God requires in the Law : namely, that 
we should make a voluntary surrender of (nir 
will to his will : that we should renounce ottt 
itdellect, xmr inclinations, our faculties, and our 
powers, so completely, as to be able to say, with 
a hearty assent. Thy toill be done. So far from 
this, you will never fnd a man, who loties God 
and his neighbour equally with himself It is 
mere hypocrisy to say : I do love God ; he is 
rm, Father. So long indeed as he refrains from 
crossing our inclinations, we can readily use 
such language : but, in the day of trouble and 
calamity, we neither regard him as God nor as 
our Father, 

Widely different from these are the senti" 
ments of him who sincerely loves God. 

I am thy creature, O Lord, do with me as it 
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seemeih best to tky good pleasure. If it please 
thee, that I should die this very hour, or be 
plunged ifito the midst of evils; I cheerfully 
m^nnit. My life, my reputation, my property, 
my ally I hold as nothing, when placed in catn* 
petition with thy will. 

But what mortal man cun you find, who will 
always hold such language as this with since- 
rity ? The Law requires, t/iat nothing should 
be even disagreeable to you, which is agree' 
able to God; that you should willingly ob- 
serve all his precepts and all his prohibitions, 
throughout the whole of your life and conversa- 
tion. But there exists not the man who stands 
uncondemnedfor his breach of that Law, which 
God requires to be observed. Such is the 
trouble and affliction, in which we are involved: 
twr are we in the least able to extticale our- 
selves. 

This, then, is the first knowledge of the Law : 
to knoWf that it is impossible for human strength 
to observe it. God requires the heart: and, 
unless our works be done from tlie heart, they 
are of no value in his sight. Works, indeed^ 

d5 
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you may do in outward appearance: but God 
i$ not satisfied with them, unless they spring 
from the soul and from love ; wlddi can never 
be the case, unless a man be bom again of the 
spirit. 

Wherefore the end of the Law is to bring us 
to acknowledge our infirmity^ insomuch that^ of 
ourselves we are not able to perform even the 
letter of the Law, As soon as you are con* 
vinced of this, the Law has done its duty. 
Hence St, Paul asserts, that by the Law is the 
knowledge of sin*. 

Let persons of the class which I have been 
describing try their hearts, with fidelity and 
sincerity, by this admirable passage. Let 
them see, whether they love Qod as they 
ought to do ; whether they keep his statutes 
and his ordinances in the manner which he 
has prescribed ; whether they find their whole 
souls so totally devoted to his service, as to 
exclude every vain thought and every foolish 
wish ; whether their life be spent in an un* 

• Lather. Eoarnit Fol. 336. C. 
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ceasing round of duties, bofli negative and 
positive. All this is required by the Law with- 
out any mitigation and abatement. Hence, to 
those, who seek to he justified by their works, 
it is the savour of death unto death : for they^ 
who would he justified by the Law, must ieep 
the Law. Hence also it is absolutely neces- 
sary^ that the Holy Spirit should open the 
eyes of their understanding, in order that they 
may discern the purity of the Law and the 
extent of their danger. Till his gracious in* 
fluences pervade their hearts, every spiritual 
sense is benumbed by ignorance and steeped 
in error. They see not the corruption, which 
is the inheritance of all the children of Adam: 
even the word of God cannot persuade them 
of the reality of i ts existence. All, who attempt 
to convince them of it, are considered only in 
the light of gloomy hypochondriacs, ever 
brooding over imaginary evils. Their words 
appear to them as idle tales, which they can- 
not comprehend and will not believe. Scrip- 
ture alone can account for so singular a dif- 
ference between these two classes of men* 

d6 



60 ON THE ORDINARY OPERATIONS 

The one is possessed of a sense^ of which the 
other is destitute. The luttural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God; for theif 
are fooHshness unto him : neither can he hum 
them, becauise they are spiritually/ discerned^. 
This spiritual discernment is the special gift 
of the Holy Ghost. It is he, who causes the 
proud sinner to see clearly the requisitions of 
the Law, and his own uttei^- inability to per- 
form them. It is he, who destroys that com* 
fortable self-sufficiency, that hollow security, 
in which the soul had long reposed ; and who, 
armed with all the thundei*s of Sinai, rouses 
the sleeping conscience, and arrests the un- 
willing attention. , At the bar of such a judge, 
every plea is rejected, and the stubborn re- 
luctant sinner is compelled to plead guilty. 

When a man has once been brought to this 
necessary point of self-knowledge, he will then 
thoroughly comprehend the meaning of St. 
Paul's confession : / had not known sin, but 
by the Law : for I had not known lust, ex- 

* I CoziDth. iL 14, 
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tept the Law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 
But iin, taking occasion by the commandment , 
wrought in me all matmer of concupiscence. For 
without the Law sin was dead. For I was 
alive without the Law once: but, when the com- 
mandment came, sin revived, and I died. And 
the commandment, which was ordained to life^ 
I found to be unto death. For mi^ taking ocr 
casion by the commandment, deceived me; and 
by it slew me. Wlierefore the Law is holy : 
and the commandment holy and jmt and good. 
Was then that which is good made death unto 
me? God forbid. But sin, that it might ap- 
pear sin, working death in me by that which is 
good: that sin by the commandment might be-- 
come exceeding sittful. For we know that the 
law is spiritual ; but I am carnal, sold under 
sin ♦• 

So long as St. Paul remained in his uncon* 
verted state, he was totally unconscious of the 
spirituality of the Law, and perceived not that 
it contained the sentence of his condemna^ 

• Rom. yiu 7. 
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tion. While he was thus placed without the 
real Law, he seemed to himself alive : and he 
entertained not the slightest doubt of his hav- 
ing merited salvation, being, as he elsewhere 
expresses himself, touching the righteoumess 
which is in the Law, blameless *. But, as soon 
as the Holy Spirit opened his eyes, and when 
the commandment came attended with a clear 
conviction of his numerous breaches of it and 
his utter inability to keep it; sin revived^ and 
he evidently saw that he lay under sentence 
of death. He was compelled, indeed, to ac- 
knowledge the Law to be holy, and just, and 
good: but this very excellence served only to 
increase his condemnation. Though the com- 
mandment was ordained to lifey he found U to 
be unto death: a consequence which arose, 
not from the imperfection of the Law, but 
from the depravity of his own nature* The 
Holy Ghost having enabled him to see the 
spirituality of the Law, he then for the first 
time perceived that he was carnal^ sold under 

• PhiL m. 6. 
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It/I. And 80 deep was the impression which 
this conviction made upon his mind^ that it 
forced him to exclaim in a kind of agony : O 
wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death? He was now 
brought into a proper frame of mind to re- 
ceive the Gospel of Christ. He saw his own 
manifold corruptions and the extreme sinful- 
ness of his sin : he perceived, that he was un- 
able of himself to help himself, and that his 
very best deeds could not stand the scrutiny 
of him who ckargeth even his angels with folly. 
This conviction forced him, to look unto 
Christ for salvation, and to submit himself to 
the righteousness of God. The Gospel was 
now to him a savour of life unto life : he re- 
nounced all dependence on his own goodness: 
and he humbly thanked God for the pardon 
held out to him through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Such were the varying emotions St. Paul's 
heart, while the great work of illumination 
was going on within him: and such (for 
human natnre is the same in all ages) must 
be the convictions of every one, whom the 
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Holy Spirit condescends to instruct, l^e 
are not, indeed, to imagine, that the sincerity 
of a maa's conversion is to be estimated by , 
the strength of his feelings. The pouveited'^ 
profligate will naturally be more deeply sensi- 
ble of those stilus which a consciousness of 
the violated Law inflicts upon the soul, than 
the decent moral man who begins to suspect 
the safety of relying upon his own righteous- 
ness : and, the warmer a man's natural £eel- 
ings are, the stronger will be his terror when 
laboring under a sense of guilt ; for Christia- 
nity does not so much eradicate the passions, 
as enlist them into her service. But, what- 
ever their feelings may be on the occasion^ 
men of all temperaments must be thoroughly 
convinced of their own exceeding vileuess: 
or. their understandings will never be suffi- 
ciently enlightened to perceive the necessity of 
a mediator. They may, indeed, previous to 
this conviction, acknowledge the want of a 
Saviour with their lips, and own in general 
terms that their lives are not perfectly free 
from sin : but, with respect to the hopes which 
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tbey entertain of tbeir saltation, they will' 
ever be found to place their principal depend*- 
enoe-oa the blamelessness of their lives^ their 
benevolence towards their fellow*creature8» 
and (in their more thoughtful hours) on some 
vague notions of God's mercy. 

4. Observe the workings of a really hum-* 
bled x&ind in the confession of Bp. Beveridge. 

If, says he, there be not a bitter root in my 
heart, whence proceeds so much bitter fruit in 
my life and conversation ? Alas ! I can neither 
set my head nor heart about any thing, but I 
still show myself to be the sinful offspring of 
sinful parents, by being the sinful parent of a 
sinful offspring. Nay, I do not only betray the 
inbred venom of my heart, by poisoning my 
common actions, but even my most religious per^ 
formances also, with sin. I cannot pray, but 
I sin: I cannot hear, or preach a sermon, but I 
sin ; I cdnnot give an alms, or receive the sacra* 
ment, but I sin ; nay, I cannot so much as con-^ 
fess my sins, but my very confessions are still 
aggravations of them ; my repentance needs to 
be repented of, my tears want washing, and 
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the very washing of my tears needs still to be 
washed over again with the blood of my Ue- 
deemer. Thus, not only the worst of my sins, 
but even the best of my duties, speak me a child 
of Adam : insomuch, that, whensoever I reflect 
upon my past actions, methinks I cannot but 
look upon my whole life, from the time of my 
conception to this very moment, to be but as om 
continued act of sin *. 

5. When a person is once brought into this 
state of mind, he will then, and not till then^ 
begin to think seriously of another world. He 
will perceive himself to be a miserable, help** 
less, undone sinner, justly obnoxious to the 
wrath of God. Instead of attempting to ex- 
cuse and palliate his depravity, he will anti* 
cipate the sentence of his judge, and be the 
first to pronounce condemnation upon him- 
self. He will see the impossibility of cleans- 
ing his impurity and the vanity of expecting 
to purchase salvation by any inhei-ent righte- 
ousness of his own. It costs more to redeem 

• Pritr. Thoughts, Art. IV, 
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his soul, so that lie must let that alone for ever. 
When he considers his past life, he will be 
astonished at his former ignorance and insen- 
^bility. He will seem to himself like one 
roused from a deep sleep, in which every fa- 
culty of his soul had been completely locked 
up : but he will awake only to perceive him- 
self destitute, bare, and miserable. He will 
noW) with the astonished jailor^ be ready to 
cory out, What shall I do to^ be saved ? Driven 
from every strong-hold of vanity and pre- 
sumption, he will leave the absurdly proud 
notion of self-justification to the blind Soci- 
nian and to the arrogant Pelagian. However 
he may once have indulged in the fantastic 
airy dream of his own excellence and dignity^ 
he will now clearly perceive, that there is no 
hope, no comfort, no solid expectation of fu- 
ture happiness, but in the name« and through 
the merits of Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER III. 

A DESCRIPTION OF TWO DIFFERENT CLASSES OF MEK^ 
WHOSE UNDERSTANDINGS ARE ENLIGHTENED, 
WHILE THEIR HEARTS REMAIN UNAFFECTED. 

Two very different classes of men frequently 
attain to a considerable, I had almost said an 
equal, degree of spiritual knowledge, with re- 
spect to the sinfulness of sin and the requisi* 
tions of the divine Law. They are both deep- 
ly convinced of the depravity of the human 
heart. They are both conscious of their ma- 
nifold aberrations and deficiencies in practice. 
They both feel the load of their iniquity to 
be grievous and its burden to be intolerable. 
Neither of these classes attempts to justify 
itself. Each is forced by conscience to cry 
out : Unclean, unclean* Each is secretly con- 
strained to acknowledge the righteousness of 
God. Thus far, the parallel holds good be- 
tween them : but here it terminates ; and a 
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striking difference commences, which will best 
be discerned by a separate delineation of the 
character of each. 

I. The anguish, which persons of the first 
description feel, arises merely from a consci- 
ousness of guilt and from a dread of threaten- 
ed punishment. 

In their case, there is no spiritual loathing 
ofthe blackness of sin; no horrorof it, spring- 
ing from the knowledge of its hatefulness to 
God ; no indignation^ no vehement desire^ no 
zeal, no revenge* > The tempest in their hearts 
is conjured up solely by terror, unmixed 
terror. They feel nothing of filial sorrow at 
having offended their heavenly Father : they 
feel no compunction at having counted the 
blood of atonement an unholy thing: they 
feel no grief at having resisted the gracious 
influences of the Holy Spirit. Sin still reigns 
triumphant in their hearts : and they inwardly 
abhor that Law, which strikes at the very ex- 
istence of their idol. Were all fears of future 

•2Cor. vii. 11, 
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puniBhment removed, and were they assured 
beyond a possibility of doubt that mere an* 
nihilation would hereafter be their portion : 
these joyful tidings would wipe away all tears 
firom their eyes, and would remove every un« 
easy thought from their heart. Let us eat amd 
drink, for to-mOrrotv we die. They would re- 
turn, with avidity, to their former vicious in- 
dulgences ; regardless, whether their conduct 
was pleasing or displeasing to the Most High. 
It is not sin that they hate, but the wages of 
sin : it is not God that they love, but tficir 
own safety. 

In vain is the wonderful goodness and long 
suffering of the Lord held up before the eyes 
of their understanding. The numberless bless- 
ings which they enjoy, the numberless evils 
from which they are exempt, the patience widi 
which God has endured their perverseness, 
the opportunities which he has given them of 
sepentance, the tender loving kindness with 
which he condescendingly solicits (as it wero) 
a reconciliation with them ; like GalUo, they 
care for none of these things^ In vain for them. 
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doth the whole creation proclaim the benefi- 
cence of the great Creator. In vain for them^ 
doth he cause the sun to shine, and the sea- 
sons to revolve in grateful vicissitude. In 
vain for them doth he, by the powerful ma- 
chinery of nature, send the springs into the 
rivers, which run among the hills. In vain 
for theroy by the united operation of various 
causes, doth he bring food out of the earth, 
and wine that maketh glad the heart of man, 
and oil to make him a cheerful countenance, 
and bread to strengthen mans heart *. They 
will riot in these blessings even to satiety ; the 
harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, are in 
their feasts : but they regard not the work of 
the Lord, neither consider the operation of hk 
hands f. 

The mysterious act of mercy displayed in 
man's redemption may be described to them ; 
but it excites no feeling of gratitude in their 
souls. The blameless life, the wonderful love, 
the bitter sufferings, and the lingering death, 

^ Pialm dv. 10. f iMiah ▼. 12. 
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of the Son of God are acknowledged in words 
indeed, but fail to touch their hearts. Though 
salvation be freely offered to them, though 
the mild voice of the Redeemer calls upon ail 
who thirst to drink of the water of everlasting 
life ; they angrily dash the proffered cup from 
their lips, and hate that mode of salvation 
which requires the dereliction of sin. In short* 
their understandings are convinced, but their 
hearts remain untouched. They see the dan- 
ger of sin ; but they love it and cleave to it : 
they perceive the necessity of a life of holi- 
ness ; but they detest and abhor it. Like the 
devils, they believe and tremble : but, like 
them also, they fight indignantly against the 
Lord, and against his Christ. Even the ax 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib ; 
but they are dead to every sense of gratitude ; 
they consider God in the light of a tyrant, 
who seeks to deprive them of their dearest 
enjoyments. 

The power of the word, says Bp. Reynolds, 
toward wicked men is seen in affrighting of 
them : there is a spirit of bondage and a savour 
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i^deathi tu %oell as a spirit of Kfe and liberty, 
which goeth xilong with the word. Guilt is an 
inseparable consequent of sin; and fear, of the 
manifestation of guilt. If the heart be once 
convinced of this, it will presently faint and 
iremble, even at the shaking of a leaf at the 
wagging of a man's own conscience; how much 
more at the voice of the Lord, which shaketh 
momntains and maketh the strong fotmdations 
of the earth to tremble ? It is not for want of 
sti^ength in the word, or because there is stout" 
nesB in the hearts of men to stand out against it, 
thatall the wicked of the world do not tremble 
qtit ; but merely their ignorance "bf the power 
and evidence thereof The devils are stronger 
and more stubborn creatures than any man can 
be: yet, because of their full illumination and 
that invincible conviction of their consciences 
from the power of the word, they believe and 
tremble at it. The power of the ingrt^edword 
towards wicked men is seen even in the rage and 
madness which it excites in them. It is a sign, 
that a man hath to do with a strong enemy, 
when he buckleth on all his harness, andcalleth 
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together all his strength for opposition. Ths 
fttost calm and devout hypocrites in the world 
have by the power of this word been put out of 
their demure temper, and mightily transported 
with outrage and bitterness against the nugesty 
thereof: one time, filed with wrath ; another 
time, filled with madness ; another time, filled 
with envy and indignation ; another time^ filled 
with contradiction and blasphemy ; another time, 
cut to the heart, and, like reprobates in heU, 
gnashing with their teeth. Such a setarcking 
power and such an extreme contrariety there is 
in the Gospel to the lusts of men, that, if it d^ 
not subdue, it will wonderfully swell themupi 
m it distemper even the grave prudent men of 
the world with those brutish and uncomely affeio-^ 
tions of rage and fury, and drive disputersfrom 
their arguments nnto stones. Sin cannot endure 
to be disquieted, much . less to be shut in and 
encompassed with the curses of God^s word. 
Therefore, as a hutited beast, in an extremity of 
distress, will turn back, and put to its utmost 
strength to be reversed on the pursuers and to 
save its life : so uncked men, to save their lusts, 
2 
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mil let (mt all their rage, and open all their 
dukes of pride and malice to withstand that 
holy trtith, which doth so closely pursue them* 
Till men can be persuaded to lay apart all JU- 
thiness and superfluity of naughtiness, they will 
never receive the ingraffed word with meekness. 
For, till then,it is a binding word, which sealeth 
their guilt and condemnation upon them *• 

Perhaps no state of mind is more deplor* 
able» than that, in which an enlightened un- 
derstanding is united to an unconverted heart. 
It is a state totally devoid of peace and com- 
fort, fall of terror and a fearful looking- out 
for of judgment and fiery indignation* The 
eyes of the mind are opened, so as to discern 
clearly that he is not a Christian who is one 
outwardly* The awakened conscience is trem^- 
blingly alive to every touch. It perceives the 
necessity of repentance ; and it acknowledges 
the obligation laid upon all true believers to 
take up their cross and follow Christ But 
the will and the affections are wemting: a 

^ Bp. Reynolds's Works, pp. 365, 366, 867. 
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secret hatred and reluctance reigni^ in the 
heart : and the whole nfan loathes the burden; 
which he conceives to be imposed upon him. 
Meanwhile, a . person of this description is 
deeply convinced^ that, with his present tem- 
per and disposition^ it is utterly impossible 
for him to enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
He knowsy that he labours under a natural un- 
fitness for it, and that he could find no hap- 
piness even in the presence, of God bimself, 
unless a complete change should previously 
take place in his heart. This awful truth is 
evident, beyond a possibility of contradiction, 
to the man whose understanding has been so 
far enlightened as to comprehend the requi- 
sitions of the Law and the nature of holiness t 
but, his heart being at the same time totally 
unaffected and unaltered, he cannot conceive 
what pleasure there can be in a perpetual 
communion with God and in the purely spi- 
ritual joys of heaven. Hence arises his misery : 
he knows that he is unfit for heaven; and 
he shudders at the thoughts of hell. Gladly 
would he escape into some middle place of 
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abodes, were any such in existence, equally 
ondisturbed by the presence of God and the 
tCHnpents of the damned. His future destiny 
perpetually haunts his imagination : and he 
flies from himself to seek relief in the midst 
of company and dissipation. For a time, he 
probably succeeds : for a time, he contrives to 
silence his conscience. The ever-varying pa- 
geant of vain amusements gradually banishes 
the recollection of those deep impressions 
which he had formerly received : and he dnce 
more feels something at least of the pleasures 
of this world. But, if ever the strings of con- 
science happen to be again touched, he re- 
lapses into all his former misery ; a misery, 
moreover^ now too frequently mixed with a 
sort Qf hellish rage and malice against his 
monitor. Perhaps the Gospel is never sin- 
cerely explained and enforced, without either 
effecting a change in the heart, or exciting a 
spirit of bitter animosity and determined op- 
position. Men cannot bear to have their false 
tranquillity broken in upon : they cannot bear 
tp have the truth faithfully set before them : 

£3 
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they cannot bear to have the carnal secarity 
of their sinful pleasures disturbed. ProvUked 
these points be not touched upon, they will 
listen with the utmost complacency to ail 
eulogy on the beauty of virtue and the dignity 
of human nature : but» the moment they ara> 
compelled to look within themselves, their 
patience fails them, and they are sometin^s 
altogether unable even to conceal their indtg* 
nation. 

II. The second class, which I purposed to 
describe, is composed of persons of a charao-> 
ter radically different from that of the former; 

These see their duty to its full extent; they 
thoroughly comprehend the spirituality of 
the Law ; and they readily acknowledge the 
greatness of their religious obligations : biit» 
at the same time, they can find no inward sa* 
tisfaction, no secret complacency, in obeying 
the divine commandments. 

I am not at present speaking of those who 
indulge in grosser sins : it would be almo8| 
iein insult to praise a man, who had made eveii 
the least progress in Christianity, on account 
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of his sobriety or his honesty *• The defect 
in the persons^ whose characters I am describe 
ingy consists in their having a will untamed^ 
unbendiDg* and unsubdued. Their affections 
are too much placed on things below, and 
too little on things above. Whatever duties 
they perform are discharged fi'om a sense of 
religious obligation merely ; not from finding 
in the discharge of them that spiritual plea-* 
sure, that communion with God, which ap- 
pears to be at once the happiness and the 
privilege of a Christian. They do not take up 
lh& yoke with their whole heart, though con*- 
scienoe forces them in some measure to sub- 
mit to it. They are strangers to that, which 
is prophesied of our Lord in the Psalms ; / 
tleHght to do thy toill, O my God, yea, thy law 
ts withm my heart\ : nor can they comprehend, 
how it could be his meat to do the tcill of him 
that sent Mm j:. They attempt, indeed, to pev^ 
form this will : but every effort is grief and 

* Integritatem atque abstinendam in tanto yiro referre in- 

Jaria vlrtutum fuerit Tacit, Fit. Agric. § 9. 

f Psalm zL 8. % John iv. 34. 
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weariness to them. They strive to eonqtu^ 
their dislike : but, instead of yielding^ it seeto 
rather to increase. 

^ 1. Thus far they coincide in some measure 
with those unhappy men, whose case has been 
already described : but here, the grand,the con- 
stituent, difference between them commences* 
The former detest and oppose the law of 
God : the latter simply derive no pleasure 
from paying obedience to it, and are not in- 
terested in its precepts as they could wish to 
be. The first absolutely hate the divine 
image, which shines conspicuously in the 
character of every true Christian : the second- 
love it, and labour earnestly to acquire it,/ 
grieving bitterly at tlie waywardness and per- 
verseness of their hearts. The first are anxioui* 
to stifle the voice of conscience, and bura 
with rage against any person who attempts to 
rouse it: the second endeavour to keep the 
conscience tender, and do not cease to regard 
a neighbour as a friend though he may point 
out failings and deficiencies. In shorty the 
former stumble at the very threshold of Chris- 
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liaiuty : while the latter lament their unwil* 
Ui^ness^ yet contiuue striving to acquire a 
relish for their duty. 

2. The condition pf this second description 
of pei*sons is doubtless uncomfortable^ but yet 
?ery far (I apprehend) from being dangerous* 
, Let not such despair : let them not doubt, 
but that God, in his own good time, will ac- 
complish the work which he has begun within 
them. That they are possessed of any good 
wishes, that their hearts are at all inclined, 
however small that inclination may be, toward 
a desire of gaining the favour of God, .i^ an 
argument of greater blessings yet in stone for 
iheip.. &efy good and every perfect gift 
coimthfrom above: nor is a single one be- 
sjbqwed, without carrying with it a demon* 
fftxiition of goodwill toward man. However 
dark and clouded may be the prospects of 
those,, who acknowledge and lament the hard- 
ness of their hearts and their utter disinclina- 
tioa towards that which is good ; blessed be 
God, despondency ought not to be their por- 
iion. Qe, who has promised that he will not 
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bruise the broken reed nor quench the smohmg 
Jkx, would never have raised those wishes ftr 
a better disposition of the heart, withoot an 
intention to gratify them. Ask, and ye shaU 
have; seek, and ye shall find; is one of those 
comfortable promises, with which Scripttiie 
abounds: and we cannot, we ought not to« 
doubt, but that the strength of Israel will 
accept every one without distinction^ who 
Cometh to him in his Son's name. It is even 
possibto, that a man's heart may be sincerely 
attached to God, when he himself is the most 
ready to suspect its sincerity. Actions, not 
words, are the best proofs of a state of grace: 
and the performance of those duties, from 
which our natural inclinations shrink, is assu* 
redly the very highest exertion of religions 
obedience. Thus, if we may argue from oar 
intercourse with each other, we are aoeustomed 
to set a much greater value upon the friend- 
ship which will expo^ itself for our sake to 
difficulties and inconveniences, than upon 
that which in serving us merely gratifies its 
own inclinations. The road ofduty is, indeed. 
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thorny and painfal to those^ whose natural 
a£G3Ctions ran in a different channel : but let 
them earnestly pray to God, to grant them 
strength and perseverance^ to remove their 
faeaH of stone, and to give them a heart of 
^sb. The first of these petitions he will most 
assuredly listen to : and, if the second be not 
immediately granted, they may be certain 
that the refusal proceeds from wise reasons 
best known to himself. He may for a time 
be deaf to their intveaties, with a view to try 
their £iith and to exercise their patience ; to 
show them, what weak, miserable^ helpless 
creatures they are without his assistance ; and 
to train them up in the school of spiritual dis* 
comfort^ in order that they may be better pre- 
pared for the everlasting rest of heaven. This 
dissatisfaction with the world and with themv 
selves proceeds from God : and, however pain* 
ful it niay be for the present, let them recol- 
lect^ that the chastisement of their heavenly 
Father is the result, not of hatred, but of love* 
The sordid worldling, and the dissipated vo- 
luptuary, are strangers to that conflict between 

e6 
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duty and inclination^ which exists in a greater 
or in a less degree within the bosom of every 
Christian. Hence it is evident, that such a 
struggle, provided only that duty- generaUy 
prevails, is an evidence of spiritual life. Tlie 
dead feel not; the living only possess the 
powers of action and sensation. In the mean 
time, till God is pleased to grant them more 
of that peace which passeth all understanding, 
let them strengthen their hearts with some 
such promises as the following. 

For a small moment have I forsaken thee: 
but with great mercies will I gather thee. In 
a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
moment; hut with everlasting kindness will I 
have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Re* 
deemer. For the mountains shall depart, and 
the hills he removed; but my kindness shall not 
depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of 
my peace be removed, saith the Lord, that hath 
mercy on thee. Oh, thou afflicted, tossed with 
tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay 
thy stones with fair colours, and lay thyfounda" 
tions with sapjAires. And I wiU make thy 
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windows of agates, and thy gates wUh carlun^ 
cles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones* 
And all thy children shall be taught of the 
Lord: and great shall be the peace of thy 
children. In righteousness shalt thou be estalh 
lished: thou shalt be far from oppression: for 
thou shalt not fear : and from terror ; for it 
shall not come near thee. No weapon that is 
formed against thee shall prosper; and every 
tongue, that shall rise against thee injudgmetU, 
thou shalt condemn* This is the herbage of 
the servants of the Lord; and their righteous* 
ness is of me, saith the Lord*. 

f 

* Iiaiah Uv. 7« 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT UPON THE 

WILL. 

Man being by nature in a state of complete 
darkness and ignorance so far as relates to 
spiritual things, the first operation of the Holy 
Ghost must necessarily be to remove the veil 
from off his heart and to enlighten his under- 
standing. This, however, as we have already 
seen, is of little use, unless the affections be 
also reclaimed from the love of sin and con- 
verted to the love of God. The divine prin- 
ciple, nevertheless, may exist in the hearty 
even when the favoured possessor of it least 
suspects its presence and is almost ready to 
despair from his supposed deficiency in it. 
The striking difference between the character 
of these humble, dejected, self-condemning, 
believers, and the character of those unhappy 
men, who know the truth only to hate and 
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reject it, has been sufficiently shown. What* 
ever degree of reluctance a man may feel in 
the performance of bis duty ; yet, if he do 
perform it ; if he daily pray and strive against 
this reluctance ; if, instead of hatred toward 
the Son of Qod, he at times be sensible of 
tender grief from the consciousness of his own 
obduracy and ingratitude: he may depend 
upon it, that these emotions, so opposite to 
the hellish temper of an unrenewed heart, are 
the first*fruits of that Spirit, whose peculiar 
office it is to guide the Christian into all truth* 
Wicked men, indeed, have sometimes good 
wishes. Even Balaam, when obstinately re- 
sisting the council of the Most High, could 
yet exclaim : May I die the death of the right" 
eous, and may my latter end be like his ! But, 
unhappily, these wishes only spring up oeca^ 
sionally* There is nothing of that abiding 
sense of God*s presence, that restless desire 
of a greater degree of communion with him, 
which every real Christian is wont to exp6>- 
rience. In the unconverted, good impres- 
sions, however lively at first, soon wear off; 
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and they gradually return to their former 
habits of in*eligion : but, in the children of 
God, such impressions perpetually acquire 
fresh vigour and energy ; they grow with their 
growth, and strengthen with their strength, 
until they imperceptibly become the main 
spring of every thought and action. 

The foulest hearts, says Bishop Hall, dfa 
sometimes entertain good ^notions ; tike eis, on 
the contrary, the holiest souls give way some^ 
times to the suggestions of evil. The flashes of 
lightning may he discerned in the darkest prisons; 
but, if good thoughts look into a wicked heart, 
they stay not there; as those that like not their 
lodging, tltey are soon gone. Hardly any thing 
distinguishes betwixt good and evil, but conti'^ 
nuance. The tight, that shines into a holy heart, 
is constant, tike that of the sun, which keeps 
due times, and varies not his course for any of 
these sublunary occasions *• 
. The Holy Spirit, then, having enlightened 
the understanding, proceeds, . in the next 

• • • 
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place» to renovate the will and the affections. 
At first, the change in the inclinations is 
scarcely to be perceived. Oppressed with a 
load of superincumbent corruptions^ the spark, 
of divine life seems at times almost to approach, 
to utter extinction. But not one word or one 
tittle of all God*s promises can fail. The 
smoking flax will gradually burst out into a 
clear flame, when fanned by the gentle breezes 
of the Holy Spirit. A greater conformity 
will soon take place, between the will of tha 
Christian and the will of his God. Even, 
should this comfort be for a season denied, 
still he is under the protection of his Lord : 
who views, with a loving pity, the struggle in 
his heart ; and who will doubtless, as soon as 
it shall be expedient for him, cause the light: 
of his countenance to shine upon him. Meem- 
while, all things work together for his good^ 
and, if his inclinations be deficient in fervency, 
bis conscience acquires fresh tenderness and 
more acute discernment. The difficulty, which 
be finds in loving what he ought to love, gives 
him deeper views of sin, and convinces him 
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more effectually of his oWn utter inability. 
He now discovers, and believes, on the sure 
ground of actual experience, that in him^lf 
dwelleth no good thing, and that aU his swffi^ 
dency is of God. So far from being faithful 
to grace, as some vainly talk, he daily sees 
more and more of his unfaithfulness: and, 
though he strives under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit to work out his salvation: yet 
he is constrained to acknovirledge, that it 
is God who worketh in him both to wiU and 
to do. 

1. Since Scripture represents man in his 
natural state as dead in trespasses and sin ; it 
will follow, unless thia whole propriety of the 
metaphor be destroyed, that he is totally 
unable, by any inherent strength of his own, 
to raise himself up to the life of righteous* 
ness. 

This figurative resurrection from the dead 
is the same, as what is sometimes termed, by 
a different metaphor, regeneration or a new 
birth. It is occasionally likewise represented 
as a new creation. All which images plainly 




OF THB HOLY SPIRIT. 91 

teach us, both that a very essential change 
must take place in the moral cpnstitution in 
order to a man*s being a Christian, and that 
that change must be effected by some extrin* 
sic power. 

Zb be bom again, says Bishop Hopkins* 
implies^ tliat, as no man can bestow upon him* 
self, a natural beings therefore the Scripture 
chooses lo express this new birth by such terms 
as irnport in us an utter impossibility and im* 
potency to effect it by our own power. It is 
called tlie quickening the dead. You hath he 
quickened, says the Apostle, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins. Look, how impossible it is 
for a dead man, that is shut down under the 
bars of the grave, that is crumbled away inio 
dust and ashes, to pick up every scattered dust 
and to form them again into the same members : 
look, how impossible it is for him to breathe 
without a soul, or to breatlie that soul into him" 
self Alike impossible is it for a natural man, 
who hath lain many years in the death of sifi, 
to shake off from himself that spiritual death, 
or to breathe into himself that spiritiuil and 
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heanxnly life that may make him a living smd 
before God*. 

. Most assuredly, as Bishop Wilkins well ob- 
serves, ybr this great tuork, God only is equal: 
it is not in our power to regenerate ourselves : 
for we are not bom of blood, nor of the will of 
the fleshy nor of the will of man, that is, not of 
any natural created strength, but of Godf. 

He it is, who maketh us ne^ creatures. By 
his Holy Spirit, not by any strength of our 
own, as St. Austin excellently remarks, the 
divine principle of love, without which no man 
can live well, is diffused through our hearts^' 

II. So great a change^ however, is not ef- 
fected, without much opposition on the part 
of those who are the subjects of it, nor with- 
out a vehement exercise of that determined 
resolution which God alone can confer upon 
them. 

* Bishop Hopkins' Works, p. 531. 

f Bbhop Wilkins on Prayer, chap. xvii. 

X Charitas Dei, sine qua nemo bene vivit, diffbnditur in 
cordibus nostris, non a nobis, sed per Spiritum Sanctum qui 
datus est nobis. Augustin. Epist. 105. 
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After many strugglings and conflicts with 
their lusts and the strong bias of evil habits, as 
it is' rightly observed by Abp. Tillotson^ this 
resolution J assisted by the grace of God, does 
effectually prevail and make a real change both 
in the temper of their minds and in the course 
of their lives : and, when that is done, and not 
before, they are said to be regenerate *. 
' Well, then, might St. Austin exclaim : To 
justify a sinner, to new create him from a 
wicked person to a righteous man, is a greater 
act, than to make such a new heaven and earth 
as is already made f . 

Well might the pious reformers of our 
Church maintain : that, the more regeneration 
is hid from our understanding, the more it 
aught to move all men to wonder at the secret 
and mighty working of God's Holy Spirit, 
which is within us. For it is the Holy Ghost, 
and no other thing, that doth quicken the minds 
of men, stirring up good and godly motions in 

* Tillotson's Sermon, on Oal. vi. 15. serm. 109. voL vL 
p. 372. 

t Cited in Homily for Rogat. Week, part L 
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their hearts, which are agreeable to the will and 
commandment of God, such as otherwise of their 
own crooked and perverse riature they should 
never have. That which is bom of the Spirit 
is Spirit, As who should say, man of his own 
nature is fleshly and carnal, corrupt and naughty 
sinful and disobedient to God, without any 
spark of goodness in him^ without any virtuous 
or godly motion, only given to evil thoughts and 
wicked deeds : — yet such is the power of the. 
Holy Ghost to regenerate men, and as it were 
to bring them forth anew, that they shall he 
nothing like the men that they were before^. 

* Homil. fbr Whitsund. part i. We may observe, that, in 
the present passage, our venerable reformers, in exact aocord* 
ance with the preceding citations from Tillotson and Hopkins 
and Wilkins, clearly speak of regeneration as taking place in 
adult subjects after their baptism. Therefore they do not, 
veeessarily and in the way of cause and effed, attach the in- 
ward grace to the outward sign. 

The same doctrine was taught and maintained by the prip 
mitive Church from the beginning. 

By a natural and easy metonymy, the early ecclesiastical 
writers do indeed perpetually bestow upon the outward dgo 
the appellation of the inward grace: for Bapdsm they are 
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III. The reason, why our Lord insists so 
much upon the absolute necessity of that 

wont familiarly to denominate JUununatioH or Regeneration ; 
whik, correspondingly, the baptized they style the ittuminated 
or ihe regenerated. But, whenever they descend to the strict- 
ness of definition and explanation, they then teach us distinctly, 
that the inward grace does not necessarily attend upon the 
outward sign,' that a man may be externally baptized without 
beii^ internally regenerated, and tliat spiritual Regeneratioi^ 
or (as, in the technical theology of the day, it was often called) 
lUmnination iaby no means inseparably attached even to the 
most canonical administralion of Baptism. This point they 
regularly prove from Scripture : and the case, which they 
usually select as the medium of their proof^ is that of Simon 
Magus ; who, as they contend and (I think) rightly contend, 
received the outward sign of Baptism without concomitantly 
receiving the inward grace of Regeneration. 

Such, not to mention others, is the doctrine explicitly taught 
by the great Augustine, by Jerome, and by Cyril of Jerusa^ 
lem : and the declaration of the last of these three writers I 
cannot but deem peculiarly important, because, speaking to 
the collective body of the Catechumens in his official capacity 
of the episcopally appointed public Catechist of the Church of 
Jerusalem, he must pleunly be viewed, as propounding, not 
merely his own insulated private sentiments, but the univer- 
sally received doctrine of the primitive Church Catholic 

Cum essent omnia communia sacramenta, non communis 
erat omnibus gratia quae sacramentorum virtus est l^cut et 
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change of the heart usually denominated f^- 
neration, appears to be simply this : withoiU 

nunc, jam revelata fide qam tunc velabatur, omnibus in nomine 
Patris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti baptizatis commune est lava* 
brum regenerationis : sed ipsa gratia, cujus ipsa sunt sacra- 
menta, qua membra corporis Christi cum sno capite regene- 
rata sunt, non communis est omnibus. Nam et hsnreticl 
habent eundem baptismum, et falsi fratres in oommunkme 
catholid nominis. August Enarr. in Psalm. Izx^iL Opier. 
Vol. viii. p. 306. Colon. Agripp. 1616. 

Siquis hoc corporeum, et quod oculis camisinspicitar, aqns 
tantum aocepit lavacrum, non est indutus Dominum Jesom 
Christum. Nam et Simon ille de actibus apostolomm acoe- 
peratlavacrum aquae : verum, quia Sanctum Spiritum non ha- 
bebat, indutus non erat Christum. Et haeretid re\ hypodrlte, 
et hi qui sordid^ victitant, videntur quidem acdpere bapds- 
mum : sed nesdo' an Chrisd habeant indumentum. Hieroo. 
Comment, in Galat iii. 27* Oper. vol. yi. p. 137* Cidon. 
Agripp. 1616. 

*H trpodtffis yvritTia c^tra cXi}r6v at iroicZ* kSlv ydp rb 
ff&fia uSe exyCt ^v Sk didvotav fti) ixv^* ohdkv iffiXf» 
UpotnjXBs iroTt ical ^i/uinf rtf Xovrptp 6 Mayoc, l^irrUr" 
9ii9 iXX* oifK k^r'urBri* koI rb ftkv trwfui ipaij/iv C^arc, n)y 
Bk Kapdiav olfK Ifwritre Uviv/iarc xai carljSii flip r6 frA/ut 
Kol dvkpfif 4 ^^ ^X^ ^ wvird^ri Xpitrrf oifdk ovyf- 
yipBri, 'Eyu dk Xiyw rdc vroypa^Ac rStv irrwfi^hniMr, 
Iva ft^ ch ifiiriajfC' Cyril. Hieros. Proem, in Catediet. p. 
1, 2. Lutet Paris. 1631. 
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such charge toe should labour under a sort of 
natural ur^ness to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

According to the voice of antiquity, and by the explanatory 
statement in the first part of the Homily for Whit* Sunday, we 
must obviously understand the phraseology of our anglican 
baptismal offices. In the judgment of charity, it is hoped and 
presumed, that the inward grace attends upon the outward 
sign : but, when our reformers, like the early ecclesiastics, de- 
scend to the strictness of explanation, they then teach us, that 
a baptised individual mayy nevertheless, still need to be spiri- 
tually regenerated. I may add, that precisely the same doc- 
trine is consistentiy taught in our twenty-fifth Article. It is 
there declared, equally and alike, of both the sacraments, 
that, in such only as worthily receive the same, they have a 
wholesome effect or operation^ but that they that receive them 
UNWORTHILY purchase to themselves damnation. I have littie 
donbt, that, in respect to the sacrament of baptism, our re- 
formers had here specially in their eye that case of Simon 
Magus, which was commonly produced in evidence by the 
ancient ecclesiastics. The analogy of the two sacraments is 
perfect. Whether in Baptism or in the Eucharist, the outward 
visible sign may be given without any communication of the 
inward spiritual grace. From this doctrine the Church of 
Rome, in her theory of the opus operatum, has departed : but 
it was the doctrine of the primitive Catholic Church, and it is 
still tl^e doctrine of the reformed Chmch of England. 
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No man can be happy in the company of 
those, whose views and pursuits are totally 
dissimilar to his own. They must either con- 
form to him, or he to them, before they will 
be able to associate together. He, that is un- 
easy in the presence of the pious upon earth, 
can never derive any pleasure from spending 
an eternity with them. The joys of heaven 
are described as purely spiritual ; so much so, 
that even the very best of men, in their pre- 
sent imperfect state, are unable fully to com- 
prehend them. An intimate communion with 
Gody an intense degree of devotion, a peace 
of mind which passeth all understanding, an 
entire coincidence of their will with the will 
of God, a never-ceasing round of praise and 
thanksgiving, are proposed to the servants of 
Christ, as their stimulus here and as their 
portion hereafter. But, if a man have no re- 
lish for any of these enjoyments, even Para- 
dise itself would be no Paradise to him. What 
excited the highest pleasure in others, would 
produce in him no other sensations than those 
of weariness and disgust. His soul would 
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sicken at the view of that happiness, which 
he was incapable of tasting ; and, like the 
fabled Tantalus, he would starve in the midst 
of plenty. On these grounds it is, that Bishop 
Reynolds somewhere remarks, with no less 
beauty than justice, that the man, who is 
weary of a single sabbath upon earth, can 
never derive any satisfaction from the obser- 
vance of a perpetual sabbath in heaven. Every 
faculty of the soul must receive a new ten- 
dency ; the image of Satan must be gradually 
eradicated ; and the image of God must be 
planted in its stead : or we can never expect 
to enter into the kingdom of Christ. 

IV. It may perhaps be asked, who then can 
be saved ? For where is the man, whose will 
is in so perfect a state of conformity with the 
will of God, as to experience no inward resist- 
ance, no internal struggles, when obeying the 
divine commandments ? Where is the per- 
son, who possesses such a degree of heavenly- 
mindedness, as always to prefer the prospects 
of happiness in another world to the certainty 
of present gratification in this ? 

f2 
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I readily answer, that no such character 
exists on this side of the grave ; nor are we 
to expect, that any such ever will. The deeper 
insight a man acquires into his own heart, the 
more deeply will he be convinced of his in- 
lOterate corruption and manifold infirmities, 
the more bitterly will he bewail his sins and 
lament the perverseness of his will and affec- 
tions. Here we are not to expect any thing 
more, than the beginning of the spiritual life: 
the consummation and perfection of it is re- 
served for a richer soil and a more genial cli- 
mate. The taint of original sin remains even 
in them that are regenerated *. The spirit, in- 
deed, may be willing ; but the flesh is weak. 
In the bosom of every true Christian, there is 
a never-ceasing conflict between two princi- 
ples diametrically opposite to each other. His 
renewed heart wills to serve God : but his 
corrupt nature resists, and fights against his 
better inclinations. Such will necessarily.be 
his condition^ so long as he remains a member 

• Art IX. 
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of the church militant. Nothing will termi- 
nate the warfare, but a translation into the 
church triumphant *. 

y 

1. St. Paul has left us upon record, for the 
edification of Christians in all ages, a very 
lively and affecting description of this contest 
between grace and nature. 

That which I do, I allow not: for what I 
would, that do I not ; but what I hate, that do 
L If. then I do that which I would not, I con- 
sent unto the law, that it is good. Now then, 
it is no more I that do it, but sin thai dwelleth 
in me. For I know that in me^ that is, in my 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 
present with me ; but how to perform that which 
is good I find not. For the good tJtat I would, 
I do not : but the evil which I would not, that 
1 do. Now, if I do that I would not, it is no 
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
I find then a law, that, when I would do good, 
evil is present with me. For I delight in the 

* Quamdiu vivis, peccatum necesse est esse in membris 
tais. Saltern illi regnura auferatur, non fiat quod jubet. Aug 
in Johan* Tract. 41. 

F 3 
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law of God after the inward man : but I see 
another law in my members, warring against the 
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of sin which is in my members. 
wretclied man that I am ! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then, with 
the mind I myself serve the law of God, but 
with the flesh the law ofdn *. 

2. This internal struggle, so far from being 
an argument against a renewed will, is the 
very test, which most decisively proves that 
it is renewed. 

While a man yields himself a willing slave 

* Rom. vii. 15. Cum corpus d terra, et spiritum possidea- 
mus d ccslo, ipsi terra et coelum sumus ; et in utroque, id 
est, et corpore et spiritu, ut Dei voluntas fiat, oramus. Est 
enim inter carnem et spiritum colluctatio, et discordantibus 
adversus se invicem quotidiana congressio ; ut non, quae vdu- 
mus, ipsa fedamus. Dum spiritus coelestia et divina quserit, 
caro terrena et secularia concupiscit : et ideo petimus impensd 
inter duo ista, ope et auxilio Dei concordiam fieri : ut, dum 
et in spiritu et in came voluntas Dei geritur, quae per eum 
renata est anima servetur. Cyprian, de Orat. Domin. Oper. 
vol. i. p. 145, 146. . 
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to Satan, or while he conceals a total igno- 
rance of his own heart under a decorous ex- 
terior ; he feels nothing of the contest between 
grace and nature, which is so grievous a bur- 
den to every real Christian. He has no con- 
ception of that restlessness and uneasiness of 
mind^ so feelingly described by the great 
apostle of the Gentiles. Having never expe- 
rienced the violent resistance which our de- 
praved hearts make to the will of God, he has 
no idea of the difficulty of repentance and 
amendment ; nor does he believe, that there 
is any need of divine influence to enable him 
to turn from the evil of his ways. Hence he 
readily adopts the Pelagian notion, that re- 
pentance is always in his own power : and he 
scoffs at the sober decision of our Church, 
that the condition of man is such, that he can- 
not turn and prepare himself, by his own na- 
tural strength and good works, to faith and 
calling upon God *, But, as soon as he at- 
tempts the arduous task of a real and vital 

• Art. X. 
f4 
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reformation, a reformation which is not con- 
fined to bare external decorum, but which 
affects even the very inmost thoughts of the 
heart : he then begins to find his weakness 
and inability ; and he is forced at length by 
repeated lapses to acknowledge, that all his 
sufficiency is of God. Along with this con- 
viction, he now, for the first time, experiences 
the internal Christian conflict : he now per- 
ceives the full meaning of St. Paul's confes- 
sion : and he now, like him, is ready to ex- 
claim ; O tvretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? Let 
him not, however, be discouraged, still less 
despair, on account of the opposition, which 
corrupt nature makes to the influences of the 
Holy Spirit. Every Christian, whatever may 
be his rank in life or his progress in piety, has 
had the same enemy to contend with. Let 
him recollect the promise ; My grace is stcfft' 
dent for thee : and let him not doubt, but that 
he, which redeemed Jacob from all evil, is 
equally ready to assist all who find their need 
of a Saviour. Strengthen ye the weak hands, 
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and coj^rm thefeebk knees ; say to them, that 
are of a fearful heart. Be strong, fear not : fic- 
Mdy your God will come with vengeance^ even 
God with a recompense; he will come and save 
you*. 

3. Since probably few Christians of the 
present day will venture to claim even an 
equality with St. Paul in point of holiness, 
much less a superiority over him, we may de- 
rive from his memorable confession another 
important truth : that // is vain for man to 
dream of attaining to perfection in this world. 

Our very best deeds will ever be mingled 
with sin : our very best wishes will ever be 
distracted with reluctance : and our very best 
services will ever partake largely of corrup- 
tion. Though some may strangely pervert 
the meaning of Scripture and falsely boast of 
an imaginary perfection, the humble disciple, 
who by bitter experience has known the plague 
of his own hearty cannot be thus lamentably 
deluded f. Free indeed every one, that is 

* Isaiah xxzv. 3. 

f 1 John iii. 9. Hsec hominibus, says St. Jerome, sola per- 

F 5 
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bom of God, must be from a resolute habit of 
sin, and from a predetermined purpose of en- 
joying its pleasures whenever they occur. But 
who shall cleanse himself from all his secret 
faults ? Who is able to purify himself from 
offence in thought, in word, and in deed ? 
Who shall dare to pronounce himself clear 
from the culpability of omission, as well as 
from the presumptuousness of commission ? 
If we say that we have no sin y we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us*. 

4. Respecting the proper mode of carrying 

.fectio, si imperfectos se else noverint And St. Austin : NuRa 
remansit inftnuitas ? Si non remansisset, sine peccato hie 
viveremus. Quis autem audeat hoc dicere, nisi superbust 
nisi misericordia liberatoris indignus ? nisi qui seipsum vult 
decipere, et in quo Veritas non est 7 

I cannot refrain from observing, that I have more than 
once met with writers, who no less roundly than unaccount- 
ably have asserted, that tlie Calvinists hold the doctrine of 
^ sinless perfection in those whom they denominate the elect* The 
Caltfinists hold no such doctrine, however unwarrantaUe may 
be their speculations on the abstruse points of predestination 
and reprobation. 

* 1 John i. 8. 
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on the internal warfare of grace against na- 
ture^ very excellent is the advice of Bp. Hall. 

There are two men, says he, in every rege^ 
nerate breast, the old and the new: and, of 
these, as they are ever plotting against each 
other, we must take the better side, and labour 
that the new man by being more wise in God 
may outstrip the old. And how shall that be 
done? If we would dispossess the strong man 
thai keeps the house, our Saviour bids uk bring . 
in a stronger than he; and, if we would ovet" 
reach the subtilty of the old man, yea the old 
serpent, bring in a stronger than he, even the 
Spirit of God, the Godofvnsdom^. 

5. Nor is this observation excellent only in 
the way of advice : it affords also to every man 
a very useful test of his regeneracy. 

If he find, that two men are perpetually at 
war within him, and that the one gradually 
prevails over the other : he has no reason to 
doubt of the reality of his being a child of 
God, though he may never have felt any of 

• Bp. Hall's Works, p. 409. 

f6 
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those sudden and violent pangs of conscience 
which some appear erroneously to esteem the 
Tcry essentials of regeneration. But, on the 
other hand, if he view his beloved self with a 
fond complacency, and if he be totally un- 
acquainted with the never-ceasing inward 
warfare of a Christian : he then has but too 
sufficient grounds to be very doubtful of the 
goodness of his state. There are tvx> menm 
every regenerate breast. Where the workings 
of one alone are perceptible, and where conse- 
quently there is no struggle, it is impossible^ 
if Bp. Hall be a sound expositor, that the re- 
newing influence of the Holy Spirit can ever 
have been really experienced. 

6. Upon the whole, we may conclude, that, 
in the regenerate, the vicious inclinations of 
corrupt nature are not so much eradicated, as 
mortified and subdued. 

A new principle is instilled into the heart, 
diametrically opposite to the affections of 
the flesh, and waging an eternal war against 
them. 

It is vain to expect in this world, that duty 
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will ever be entirely unattended with pain. 
The carnal mind is enmity against God, for it 
is not subject to the Law of God, neither indeed 
can be ^. As a remnant of the idolatrous Ca- 
naanites was left in the midst of the children 
of Israel, to be a thorn in their sides and a 
perpetual snare to them f : so are the evil 
affections of a Christian a constant source of 
trouble and vexation to him. Yet these lusts 
of the flesh are kept in a state of abject sla- 
very to their new master: and, although they 
may be disposed occasionally to rebel, and, in 
fact, do never cordially submit to the yoke 
imposed upon them ; still are they daily con- 
strained to bow beneath it, still are they daily 
losing some portion of their original strength 
and influence. At times, indeed, as every 
believer knows by woeful experience, the house 
of Saul will appear to prevail against the house 
of David. Long and tedious is the war be- 
tween them, a war which can only terminate 
with the extinction of one of the parties: yet, 

* Rom. viii. 7* ' f Judg. ii. 3. 
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in the course of this spiritual struggle^ it will 
be found that David waxes stronger and 
stranger, and the house of Saul weaker and 
weaker *. Even natural causes will contribute 
their mite of co-operation with the Spirit of 
grace. What at first was indescribably irk- 
8ome> will through habit gradually become 
tolerable, if not palatable, even to our natural 
inclinations : while the hope of a speedy vic- 
tory and a glorious recompence will alleviate 
the hardships of the Christian warfare. 

Meanwhile, the soul, through the assist- 
ance of the blessed Spirit, will be perpetually 
advancing in the paths of holiness, and per- 
petually discovering new beautyi and expe- 
riencing fresh pleasure in them. A delightful 
sense of security, a calm reliance upon the 
protection of God, and a consciousness of 
possessing an interest in the merits of the 
Saviour, will smooth the rugged path of duty, 
and make the rough places plain. The com" 
munion of saints, that golden though invisible 

* 2 Sam. iii. 1. 
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chain which forms the connection between 
the higher and the nether worlds, affords a 
never failing source of happiness to the be- 
liever. If a pagan could exult in the uncev' 
tain prospect of rejoining his friends in the 
realms of bliss *, what shall we say of the 
certain view of futnrity held out to the Chris- 
tian? In a few, a very few years, death will 
be swallowed up in victory, the wicked will 
cease from troubling, and the weary will be 
at rest. Those associates, in whom he most 
delighted while upon earth, will soon rejoin 
him, pure, perfect, and sinless, in heaven. 
He is conscious, that at present there is a 
something in his nature, a bitter root of per- 
verseness and corruption, which prevents him 
from attaining to that degree of holiness, that 
entire communion with God, beneath which 
his soul is unable to rest satisfied. He de^ 
lights in the law of God after the inward man, 
but he sees another law in his members warring 
against the law of his mind *. Hence arises a 

• Cicer. somn. Scip. * Rom. vii. 22. 
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wish to quit this troublesome world and all 
its vanities; a desire to be with Christ, which 
is far better *. Yet is this wish unalloyed 
with discontent. The Christian can humbly 
resign himself, whether living or dying, to 
the good pleasure of his heavenly Father, who 
knows, infinitely better than himself, what is 
good and proper for him. 

* Did we feel the vanity of the world as practically, as we 
are ready to allow it theoreticallyi this wish would always be 
predominant in our hearts, though tempered, no doubt, with 
resignation to the will of heaven and with bumble gratitude 
for our deliverance from the merited penalties of sin. 

Paulisper te crede subduci in montis ardui verticem celsio- 
rem, speculari inde rerum infra te jacentium fades ; et, oculis 
in diversa porrectis, ipse a terrenis contactibus liber, fluctuan- 
tis mundi turbines intuere. Jam secuU et ipse misereberis ; 
tuique admonitus, et plus in Deum gratus, majore Isetitia quod 
evaseris gratulaberis. Ceme tu itinera latronibus clausa, ma- 
ria obsessa prsedouibus, cruento hbrrore castrorum bella ubique 
divisa : madet orbis mutuo sanguine ; et homicidium cum ad- 
mittunt singuli, crimen est ; virtus vocatur cum public^ geritur ; 
impunitatem sceleribus acquirit, non innocentiae ratio, sed 
saevitiae magnitudo. Cyprian, ad Donat. Oper. vol. i. p. 4, 5. 

The sum and substance of practical wisdom is condensed in 
this short apophthegm. The fashion of this world passeth away. 
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Thus, secure under the protection of his 
God, and firmly relying on the merits of his 
Saviour, he calmly awaits the hour of his dis- 
solution ; when he shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty 
of the sons of God, when tears shall be wiped 
away from every eye, and when the sorrows 
of time shall give place to the joys of eternity. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE INFLUENCE Of THE HOLY SPIRIT UPON THE 

AFFECTIONS. 

While the blessed Spirit of God is employed 
in illuminating the understanding, and in con- 
verting the will of his servants, he is also 
working a gradual change in their affections. 
He weans them from the gross and terrestrial 
objects of sense : he mortifies the works of 
the flesh : and he draws up their minds to 
high and heavenly things *• He teaches them 
not merely theoretically, but experimentally, 
the infinite disproportion between the plea- 
sures of this world and the joy which is re- 
served for the faithful at the right hand of 
God. By slow and almost imperceptible de- 
grees, a surprising change takes place within 

• Art. XVII. 
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them. They no longer feel any relish for those 
vanities, which the slaves of dissipation esteem 
absolutely necessary for their happiness : and, 
what at first was resigned upon principles of 
duty and conscience though with no small re- 
luctance, now ceases to excite a single wish, 
and is considered with indifference or even 
aversion*. 

I. The life of Christ is the beautiful exem- 

* By this new nature, the very natural motion of the soul,' 
so taken, is obedience to God and walking in the paths of 
righteousness : it can no more live in the habit and ways of 
nn, than a man can live under water. Sin is not the Chris- 
tian's element : it is too gross for his renewed soul, as the 
water is for his body. He may &11 into it, but he cazmot 
breathe in it ; cannot take delight and continue to live in it : 
but his delight is in the law of the Lord. That is the walk, 
that his soul refreshes itself in : he loves it entirely, and loves 
it most, when it most crosses the remainders of corruption 
that are in him : he bends the strength of his soul to please 
God, and aims wholly at that It takes up his thoughts early 
and late : be hath no other purpose in his being and living ; 
but only to honour his Lord, that is, to live to righteous- 
ness. He doth not make a by-work of it, a study for his 
spare hours ; no, it is his main business, his all. Abp. Leigh- 
ton's Works, Vol. L p. 402. 
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plar, which every man under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit endeavours to imitate. 

Such a man finds himself uneasy in the 
society of those, whose daily conversation is 
the very reverse of that bright pattern, which 
was once» and only once, exhibited before the 
eyes of sinful mortality : and he flies with de- 
light to companions, whose habits and views 
are more congenial with his own. Still, when- 
ever there is even a faint hope only of effect- 
ing a reformation^ he seeks not morosely to 
shun the presence of the thoughtless and the 
dissipated *. Here his business is, to watch 
for opportunities of usefulness ; to avoid the 
appearance of unnecessary rigour ; and to dif- 
fuse the practice of holiness, rather by occa- 
sional hints and general remarks, than by 
petulant reproof and pointed allusion. We 

* *'Oirov wXiUav KowoCt iroXii KspSog, KaXoitg ftaOiirdiQ 
idv ^iXyc* X^P^ ^^^ ^^'^ itrriv fioKKov Sk roiic ^ifMrkpovQ 
iv irpaoTtiri vworatrtre, Oif irav rpavfia ry ahrj i/i- 
tcXiutrpt^ Oepairtverau Toiig irapo^viXfioifc kfippoxo^iC 
fl'ave. ^pSvifiog yivov wc 6 o^ic iv dwaaiv, Kal dKepcucs 
oKTci iTipiffTipd, Ignat Epist. ad Polycarp. § i, ii. 
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are all, however absurd it may be, more sub- 
ject to the influence of pride and self-conceit, 
than perhaps of any other species of mental 
criminality. It is the particular aim of Chris- 
tianity to eradicate this master passion of the 
soul : and all, who have had the least expe- 
rience of their own hearts, will readily allow 
the difficulty of the work. If such be the 
confession of every humble, self-denying, be- 
liever ; with what a tremendous sway must 
the sin of pride rule in the breasts of the car- 
nal and worldly-minded ! Men never much 
relish the being driven to their duty. Per- 
sonal censure, and ill-timed advice, always 
convey an idea of superiority ; and, as such^ 
will always give offence. Impressed with the 
truth of these remarks, the Christian will en- 
deavour to unite prudence with his zeal. He 
will strive rather to lead men into the paths of 
salvation, than to compel them to come in. 
Though ever upon the watch to do good, he 
will temper his watchfulness with judgment. 
He will study to remove all appearance of 
design and premeditation from what he says. 
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He will seek to conciliate the affections of 
those, with whom he converses. He will re- 
solutely turn aside from every temptation to 
sarcasm and ridicule ; as well knowing, that 
the applause, which might perhaps be pro- 
cured by his wit, would be but a poor recom- 
pense for the diminution, probably the loss, 
of his influence over an immortal soul. He 
will strive, in short, to inculcate the maxims 
of his religion by example, as well as by pre- 
cept. With these views, and these resolu- 
tions, he will enter into company ; and thus 
convert even an ordinary visit into a plan for 
promoting the glory of God. 

II. The imitation, then, of Christ consti- 
tutes the principal study of those, who are in- 
fluenced by the Holy Ghost. 

Whatsoever action they are about to per- 
form, their first question is, whether Christ 
would have performed it, had he been in their 
situation : and it is their constant endeavour 
to regulate, not only their words, but their 
very thoughts, in a way resembling that, in 
which they have reason to conceive th^ he 
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regulated his. Their ordinary employments^ 
their amusements, their choice of friends, nay 
even the most common transactions of their 
lives, wA\ be brought to the same test. They 
contemplate the heavenly meekness of Christ: 
and labour to transfuse bis spirit into their 
own hearts. They view his immaculate pu- 
rity : and strive, with yet greater earnestness, 
to put off the old man with his lusts. They 
behold his wonderful and disinterested love for 
mankind, displayed in a life of active benevo- 
lence and in a death full of pain and torment ; 
they hear him praying for his murderers, and 
see him anxiously concerned for the welfare 
of his friends, even when the prospect of his 
own bitter sufferings was directly before his 
eyes : and, full of these thoughts, they learn 
to abhor the narrow spirit of selfishness, and 
feel their souls alive both to the temporal and 
the eternal interests of all their brethren. 
They are taught, by his blessed example, to 
love their enemies, to bless those that hate 
them, and to pray for those that despitefuUy 
use them and persecute them. 

2 
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III. Thus endeavouring to tread in the 
steps of their divine master^ they gradually 
acquire a greater relish for heavenly enjoy- 
ments, and find themselves elevated above the 
fleeting pleasures of this transitory world. 

The amiable mildness and sweet serenity of 
the new disposition, which has been implanted 
in them is so conspicuous, that it cannot but 
be perceived even by those whose hearts are 
unaiFected. It is true, that the man, who is 
naturally of a harsh and rugged temper, will 
never attain to the gentleness of those Chris- 
tians, whose affections have been originally 
cast in a different and more beautiful mould*. 

Something of the old leaven will yet re- 
main, nor can it ever be totally removed ex- 
cept by the hand of death. Yet how pleasing 
is it to behold asperities gradually worn away, 
and, in direct opposition to the ordinary course 
of mere nature> a mild and placid old age suc- 
ceeding to a morose and irritable manhood. 

* One of our old divines quaintly describes the case of a 
rugged Christian, as being one in which grace is grafted upon 
a crab-stock. 
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Such will ever be the influence of real Chris- 
tianity upon all the more unkindly passions 
of the human soul. Avarice will become li- 
berality; uncleanness, purity ; and selfishness, 
a generous desire of promoting the happiness 
of all mankind. Old things are passed away ; 
behold all things are become 7iew. 

Give me, says the eloquent Lactantius, a 
man of a passionate, abusive, headstrong, dis- 
position: with a few only of the words of God, 
I will make him gentle as a lamb. Give me a 
greedy, avaricious, tenacious, wretch : and I 
will teach him to distribute his riches with a 
liberal and unsparing hand. Give me a cruel 
and blood-thirsty monster: and all his rage 
shall be changed into true benignity. Give me 
a man addicted to injustice^ full of ignorance, 
and immersed in wickedness : he shall soon be- 
come just, prudent, and innocent. In the single 
laver of regeneration, he shall be cleansed from 
all his malignity *. 

Is it possible for a change like this to be 

* Lact* In8t.Uii. c 26* 
6 
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€fffected by mere human means ? The laws of 
a country may indeed operate so far^ as to 
prevent open violence : but the Holy Spirit 
of Ood is alone able to reach the soul. The 
artificial restraints of politeness are but a 
poor, a servile, imitation of that true urbanity 
of manners, that constant desire of being ser* 
viceable to all around us, which nothing but 
Ae gospel of Christ can teach. Pursue Ae 
man of the world into his retirements : and 
the smiling and insinuating eourtier will fre- 
quently be metamorphosed into the negligent 
and cruel husband or into the harsh and ty- 
rannical master. His natural temper, now nO 
longer under any restraint, breaks out with 
redoubled violence, and vents itself on those 
who are unhappily subjected to his power. 
Widely different is the conduct of the Ghri»- 
tian. Acting from a higher principle, and 
experiencing the changing influence of ^ the 
Spirit in the very inmost recesses of )iis heart, 
he is uniform and consistent at all times and 
in all places. He is the same character in 
private and in public, at home and abroad. 
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His politeness is the politeness of the heart, 
not the spurious offspring of a studied and 
elaborate refinement. 

IV. It is striking to observe the different 
effects of religion and irreligion on persons^ 
who are naturally of very opposite disposi- 
tiops. 

1. The originally mild and gentle Nero 
was soon corrupted by the charms of despo- 
tism and the flattery of sycophants. Pro* 
ceeding from bad to worse, he became ulti- 
mately one of the bloodiest tyrants upon 
record, the terror and aversion of his enslaved 
subjects, the murderer of his nearest relatives, 
and the bitter persecutor of Christianity. 

2. The impetuous, blood-thirsty, and unre- 
lenting Saul, on the contrary, the furious 
opposer of the Gospel, and the determined 
enemy of the Messiah, was changed into the 
amiable, fervent^ and affectionate, apostle, 
ready to bear all hardships and to submit to 
all the wayward and petulant humours both 
of Jew and of Gentile> in order that he might 
gain some to the cause of his Lord. 

g2 
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Read that beautiful specimen of the conci- 
liatory, bis epistle to Philemon. 

We have great joy and consolation in thy 
love, because the bowels of the, saints are /e- 
freshed by thee, brother. Wherefore, though 
I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin thee 
that which is convenient, yet for lovers sake J 
rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul 
the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus 
Christ, I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, 
whom I have begotten in my bonds ^ which in 
time past was to thee unprofitable, but now pro* 
fitable to thee and to me ; whom I have sent 
again : thou therefore receive him, that is, nam 
own bowels : whom I would have retained- toith 
me, that in thy stead he might have ministered 
unto me in the bonds of the gospel. JBut,.with' 
out thy mind, would I do nothing; that thy 
benefit should not be as it were of necessity, but 
vnllingly. 

Who would ever have supposed, that this 
delicate and condescending address could have 
proceeded from the pen of the, haughty and 
implacablq Saul ? What an astonishing differ^ 
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ence between the mild yet dignified apostle,- 
and the relentless bigot, breathing out threaten- 
ings and slaughter against the disciples, mak" 
ing havoc of the churchy' entering into every 
house, and haling men arid women to prison ! 

V. Whence then could arise this difference, 
as singular as it is palpable, except from the 
opposite influences of grace and nature ; the 
one gradually correcting the malignant pro- 
pensities of the human heart, the other cherish- 
ing and fostering them:? Had the black list 
of his future crimes been prophetically dis-. 
played before the eyes of the youthful Nero, 
he would haye been inclined to ask, in the 
words of Hazael, Am 1 dog, that I should 
do these things? 

Such often is the language of modem In- 
fidelity : but, by their frtiits, are the disciples 
of Christ best distinguished, from the up- 
holders of the empire of Satan. 

1. The dignity of human nature; the 
eternal fitness of things; the moral sense ; the 
beauty of virtue, and the deformity of vice ; 
the tendency of the heart to the one, and its 

g3 
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repugnance to the other; the superiority of 
philosophy over Christianity; the charms of 
universal philanthropy and disinterested be- 
volence : have, in our own memory, been re- 
peatedly and triumphantly brought forward. 
The God of Israel has been insulted to his 
face ; his statutes, and his ordinances^ haVe 
been ridiculed; the person of his Son has been 
vilified ; the operations of his Holy Spirit 
have been held up, as a mad enthusiasm ; and 
Christianity has been traduced, as the artful 
machination of a designing impostor. W6 
have been informed, that, when philosophy 
should take the lead, a new and happier order 
of things would succeed to tlie present. Eman- 
cipated from the shackles of priestcraft and 
tyranny, human reason would expand itself 
to its full growth, and infallibly conduct us to 
peace, to love, and to happiness. Religion^ 
the bugbear of deluded mortals, would hide 
herdhninished head ; prejudices would vanish 
from off the face of the earth ; cruelty and 
despotism would become extinct with priests 
and kings ; and the infinite perfectibility of 
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our nature would commence. Wars would, 
be no more heard of; and mankind would be. 
one large family, united by the ties of a gene* 
rous affection, and actuated by one common 
principle of mutual imppoTement. Thus con- 
ferring and receiving happiness, we should) 
l^did the vast globe itself gradually con- 
verted into a terrestiial, paradise. 

2. Such vain dreams of self-intitled, philo- 
sophers have at length received a tremendous 
confutation. We have ^een reahsed, in these 
la^ days, the theory >of a people without 
prince, without priest, and without religion* 
We have seen the gospel withdrawn from a 
nation, which had long either perverted its 
doctrines cur scoffed at its truths. We have 
seen that nation formally cast off the autho- 
rity of God. We have seen her left, to legis- 
l^at^ and to frame fantastic codes of natural 
religion, for herself. 

It almost appears as if God had wisely per- 
poitted the experiment to be tried, in order 
that man might be taken in his own folly, 
that the different effects of Christianity and 

G 4 
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of unbelief might be placed in the most strik- 
ing point of view, and that the pride of Infi- 
delity might be for ever humbled in the dust 
The religion of God, and the reUgion of Satan/ 
have been palpably contrasted together. They 
have both equally promised tha blessings of 
philanthropy, universal charity, and diffusive 
benevolence ; they have both equally declared' 
the happiness of man to be their object; and 
they have both equally held out the prospect 
of ameliorating our nature, and of eradicat- 
ing the seeds of ignorance, cruelty, and cor- 
ruption. 

3. That the Gospel has most faithfully 
performed its promise, the cpmfortable ex})e- 
rience of every sincere believer will joyfully 
acknowledge. Many indeed there are, who, 
while they bear the name of Christians, are 
totally unacquainted with the power of their 
divine religion. But, for their crimes, the 
gospel is in no wise answerable. Christianity 
is with them a geographical, not a descrip- 
tive, appellation. In strict propriety of speech; 
they are no more Christians, than the uncon- 
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verted savages, who roam through the track** 
less deserts of America. The same reason 

• 

equally serves, to prove the truth of this asser- 
tion, and to show how little Christianity is 
bound to answer for their misconduct. He 
M not a Jew which is one outwardly ; neither is 
that circumcision which is outward in thejlesh : 
but he is a Jew which is one inwardly: and 
circumcision is thai of the heart, in the spirit , 
(md not in the letter; whose praise is not of 
meni but of God*. 

4. We may now ask, in what manner has 
Infidelity kept her promise to her deluded 
followers? 

She has opened the floodgates of licentious* 
ness and immorality ; she has deified lust, 
pride, and blasphemy ; she has encouraged an 
indiscriminate cruelty and thirst of blood ; she 
has trampled upon those rights of lAan, which 
she affected to vindicate ; and she has en- 
deavoured to tear away the only remaining 
comfort of the wretched, the hope of speedily 

• Bom. a 28. 

q5 
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exchanging the miseries of this life for the 
happiness of a better. Such are the fruits of 
high-vaulting InfideUty. 

5. The effect, indeed, which this sin of sin* 
produces upon the mind, is precisely the re- 
terse of that change of heart, which in Scrip- 
ture is metaphorically termed regeneration. 

An overweening pride, a hatred of all re- 
straints, a contempt of those milder virtues 
in which Christianity so particulariy delights, 
are the usual characteristics of the anarch and 
the deist. Where did we ever behold the in- 
fidel exhibiting any of those fruits of the 
Spirit, which are the marks, the exclusive 
marks, of those that have been bom again t 

(1.) The levity, with which one of the most 
celebrated champions of deism is said to have 
met death, even if the account be true» is 
surely very different from the calm serenity, 
the filial gratitude, and the trembling confi- 
dence, of an expiring Christian. 

When Mr. Hume was drawing near to thst 
awful crisis, which, one would think, even 
the best of men could not behold with indif- 
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ference, bow did he employ the few last weeks 
of a fleeting existence ? He read Lueian, 
played at whist, and amused himself with 
anticipating the conversation which was to 
take place between himself and Charon ! 

Drollery, says Bishop Home, in such cir^ 
eumstances, is neither more nor less than moody 
madness, laughing wild amid severest woe. 
Would we know the baneful and pestilential in* 
fiuences of false philosophy on the human heart, 
we need (mly contenq)late them in this most de- 
ploraUe instance of Mr, Hume, 

Snch was the man^ whom his biographer 
considers, both in his lifetime, and since liis 
death, as approaching as nearly to the idea of a 
perfectly wise and virtuous man, as perhaps the 
nature of human frailty will permit ! 

(2.) Let us now view a Christian's antici- 
pation of death. 

Watch thou in .all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangdisty make full proof 
of thy ministry. For I am now ready to be 
offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fght, I have 

q6 
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finished my course, I have kept the faith: hence'> 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall g^ve me at that day ; and not to me only, 
but unto all them thnt love his appearing *. 

In. this last address of the aged Paul to his 
beloved son Timothy, when the prospect of a 
speedy dissolution was full before him, the 
marks of a regenerate and sanctified believer 
must be evident even to the most carele^ ob- 
server. While the Apostle joyfully anticipates 
the promised reward ; and while he looks for- 
ward with eagerness to that happy day, when 
corruptible shall put on incorruption, and 
when mortal shall put on immoitality: his 
affectionate heart still yearns toward those 
friends, whom he is about to leave behind 
him; an(} almost his last thoughts are em- 
ployed in pointing out the most effectual 
means of diffusing Christian knowledge. 

(3.) InfideHty has of late years displayed a 
zeal in propagating her sentiments, but Jittle 



• 2 Tim. iv. 5. 



* . ' . 
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inferior to that of primitive Christianity : yet, 
in the midst of her labours, she has shown, in 
a most striking manner, the difference of the 
spirit, with which the regenerate and the un« 
regenerate are actuated. 

The martyr Stephen, in imitation of his 
blessed Lord, spent his last breath in int^* 
ceding for his murderers. Prayers were the 
sole arms of the Church of Christ, agreeably 
to his express prohibition of attempting to 
diffuse the gospel by violence ; and never did 
the papists err more completely, than when 
they called in the secular arm. 

But what is the treatment, which all the 
opponents of Infidelity must expect, notwith- 
standing her perpetual appeal to toleration, 
candour, liberality, and humanity? One of 
her warmest adherents desired only to die on 
a heap of Christians immolated at his feet ; 
Voltaire proposed, in case his antichristian 
plan should succeed, to strangle the last 
Jesuit with the bowels of the last Jansenist ; 
a regal apostate avowed, that Infidelity could 
never be established, except by the exertion 
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of a superior force ; and d'Alembert expressed 
a wish not unworthy even of a Nero, a wish 
to see a whole nation exterminated, simplj 
because they professed the Christian reli* 
gion *. 

• The meek and submissive spirit of regene- 
ration prompted the apostle to forbid, even 
upon pain of damnation, all resistance to the 
lawfully constituted powers of government. 
He rightly judged, that self-vindication was 
inconsistent with the character of him, who 
has been born again ; of him, who expects his 
portion, not in this world, but in the next. 
His precepts were faithfully obeyed by the 
primitive Christians : and there is not a single 
instance upon record of any resistance being 
made even to the bloodiest persecutions of the 
heathen emperors. 

This humility and gentleness. Infidelity 
treats with the most sovereign contempt ; she 
spurns at the idea of a meek and contented 
obedience; and she values not the blessing 6[ 

:* BamieVMem. of Jacobinism. 
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a quiet spirit. Unlike that evangelical charity, 
which seeketh not her own, she clamorously de- 
mands her rights, and preaches the legality 
of open insurrection and rebellion. The gospel 
reverently looks up to God, as the sole fountain 
of power, both civil and ecclesiastical : but 
Infidelity proudly scoffs at the degrading sen- 
timent, and confers upon the populace the 
prerogative of Jehovah. 

(4.) I have dwelt the more lai^ly upon 
the spirit of Infidelity, in order that it might 
form the more striking contrast to that of a 
regenerate Christian under the sanctifying in- 
fluence o£ the Holy Spirit. 

In a painting, light appears more vivid 
from being placed in the vicinity of darkness; 
and beauty possesses a tenfold degree of at- 
traction in the neighbourhood of deformity. 
It is impossible to avoid seeing the difference, 
between the real believer and the man who 
makes this world his god. Setting a^de all 
discrepancies of opinion, whp is there, that 
does^not perceive the wonderful dissimilarity 
between the character of Paul, and that of a 
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Hume or a Voltaire ? Who can avoid acknow- 
ledging, that some important change must 
have taken place in the one, of which the 
others were totally ignorant? There was a 
time, when the great apostle of the gentiles, 
an apostle, moreover, well versed in the most 
polite literature of the age, hated, with Vol- 
taire, the very name of Christ; and would 
gladly, with d'Alembert, have exterminated, 
at a single blow, the whole multitude of the 
faithful. What then can it be, which hath 
made him to differ ? Let us humbly confess, 
or rather let the Apostle himself confess, that 
it was God, who worked in him both to wUl and 
to do of his good pleasure. Without the con- 
verting and sanctifying grace of the Holy 
Ghost, Paul would for ever have remained 
dead in trespasses and sins. 

6. In fine, to use the emphatic language of 
Scripture, the regenerate are the temple of the 
blessed Spirit, built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the 
chief comer stone *. God himself condescends 

* Ephesians iL 20. 
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to dwell within them*; and, like the She- 
chinah in his magnificent house at Jerusalem, 
sanctifies, illuminates, and directs themf. 
What the soul is to the body, the Holy Spirit 
is to the Church. By his powerful agency, 
its members are not only enlightened and 
actuated individually; but, like the several 
parts of the natural body, they are connected 
and held together in spiritual peace, order, 
union, and harmony %. 

VI. Such, and so great, are the privileges 
and endowments of a Christian. However 



• 1 Cor. iu. 16. 2 Tim. i. 14. 1 John iv. 12. 16, 16. 

^ Oi/Skv \avBdvH rbv Kvptov, dXkd Kai rd Kpwrd 
^fiutv kyy^g airif kariv, Udvra ovv iroi&fuv we aifTOV 
iv Tifilv KaTOiKOvvTog, 'iva wfisv avrov vaoi, cat airbe jf 
iv riiiiv 9tbg rifidv, ontp cat ioriv Kai ^av^ffcrai wpb 
vpoaiotrov rifxCjv i^ tSv Sixai(og dyairZyav aitrSv. Ignat. 
Epist ad Ephes. §. xv. 

Conversemur quasi Dei templa, ut Deum in nobis consCet 
habitare. Nee sit degener actus noster a Spiritu, ut qui cce- 
testes et spirituaies esse coepimus, non nisi spiritualia et cceles- 
tia cogitemus et agamus. Cyprian, de Orat. Domin. Oper. 
vol. i. p. 143. 

% Barrow's Woriu, vol. ii p. 505. 
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those, that sit in the chair of the scorner^ may 
mock at the counsel of God, and deride the 
operations of his Holy Spirit : they, who have 
experienced the benefit of his influence, thank- 
fully acknowledge the greatness of his power 
in the conversion and sanctification of a sin* 
ner. They know, in whom they have believed. 
If God be for tliem, who can be against them ? 
In all things they are more than conquerors 
through him that loved them. 

Vli. Blessed be God, even in these latter 
days of the Christian Church, his arm is not 
shortened. He is still both able and willing 
to save all, who come to him in his Son*s 
name. His promises yet receive their accom- 
plishment : nor can one jot or one tittle of 
his word fail. 

As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God. For ye have not re- 
ceived the spirit of bondage again to fear : but 
ye have received the spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father; the Spirit itself bearing 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children 
of God; and, if children, then heirs; heirs of 
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God, and joint-heirs with Christ. For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
aiigels, nor principalities^ norpowers^ nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord*. 

• Rom. viii. 14. 38. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT, A COMFORTER, AND AN INTER- 
CESSOR. 

The Christian, who has been accustomed to 
observe the workings of his heart, well knows, 
that there are times, in which his views of a 
better world are greatly darkened and ob- 
scured. He is deprived of that comfortable 
reliance on the fatherly goodness of God, 
which once constituted his greatest joy and 
his highest privilege. His love toward his 
Saviour appears to be strangely diminished : 
and, instead of that fervent affection which 
once he experienced, he feels nothing but a 
cold and painful indifference. He sees others, 
rejoicing in the paths of holiness, and full of 
that peace which passeth all understanding ; 
while his better prospects are fearfully cloud- 
ed, and a deep gloom, overhangs his dejected 
spirits. Scripture, instead of offering him 
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consolation, presents only a menacing aspect : 
and he dwells, with an oppressive melancholy, 
upon those passages, which contain the severe 
denunciations of an offended God against 
hardened and impenitent sinners. Ordinan^^ 
cesy that once seemed to bring all heaven 
upon his ear, now delight no more: and, 
though he sedulously frequents them^ he ap- 
pears to himself to have, as it were, no in- 
terest in them. The precious dew of God's 
Holy Spirit descends upon all around him : 
while he alone, like Gideon's fleece, remains 
unaltered w Public and private devotion are 
are equally ine£Bcacious : and even the social 
conversation of a dear and religious friend no 
longer produces its wonted effect. Weary of 
himself and sick of the world, bewailinor the 
deadness of his own heart and mourning for 
the loss of those better days which once he 
knew, he is ready to exclaim : O tliat I had 
wings like a dove, for then would I flee away 
and be at rest *. 

' * In spiritual trials that are the sharpest and most fiery of 
all i when the furnace is within a man ; when God doth not 
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Sach appears frequently to have been the 
case with that favoured servant of God, the 
holy Psalmist of Israel. 

O Lord, says he, rebuke me not in thy 

wrath, neither chasten tne in thy hot displeasure. 

For thine arrows stick fa^t in me, mid thy hand 

presseth me sore. There is no soundness in my 

Jksh, because of thine anger ; neither is there 

« 

any rest in my bones, because of my sin. For 
mine iniquities are gone over mine head; as a 
heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. I 
am troubled, I am bowed down greatly, I go 
mourning all the day long. J am feeble and 
sore broken ; I have roared by reason of the 

only shut up his loving kindness from its feeling, but seems 
to shut it up in hot displeasure ; when he writes bitter thii^ 
against it : yet then, to depend upon him and wait for his sal- 
ration, this is not only a true, but a strong, and very refined 
&ith indeed ; and, the more he smites, the more to cleave to 
him. Well might he say ; When I am tried, I shall come forth 
at gold. Who could say that word ; Though he slay me, yet 
will I trust in him ? though I saw, as it were, his hand lifted 
up to destroy me, yet from that same hand would I expect 
salvation. Abp. Leighton's Comment on 1 Pet. i. 7* ▼ol. i. 
p. 84. 
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disqttietness of my heart. Lord, all my desire 
is before thee ; and my groaning is not hid from 
thee. My heart panteth, my strength faihth 
me ; as for the light of mine eyes, it also is 
gone from me *. 

In another psalm he exclaims : My tears 
have been my meat day and night, while they 
continually say unto me, Where is thy God? 
When I remember these things, I pour out my 
soul in me : for 1 had gone with the multitude, 
I went with them to the house of God, with the 
voice of joy and praise, with the multitude that 
kept holy-day. Notwithstanding this use of 
outward means^ the heart of the prophet could 
still find no comfort. fVhy art thou cast down, 
O my soul ? and why art thou disquieted with- 
in me ? Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of 
the water-spouts ; all thy waves and thy billows 
are gone over me. In this melancholy situa* 
tion, David looks up for help to him, from 
whom alone help can come. O my soul, 
hope thou in God; for I will yet praise him, 

* Psalm xxxviii. 
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who is the health of my countenance and my 
God*. 

While the Christian labours under this de- 
pression of spirits, the subtle enemy of man- 
kind is busily employed in harassing and 
distracting his soul. A thousand anxious 
doubts and feai^ are suggested to him. His 
former happy communion with God appears 
only like a delusion : and be is tempted to 
suspect, that he never knew what real religion 
is. All those arguments and evidences, from 
which he once concluded that he was at peace 
with Christ, no longer retain their former 
efficacy, but seem to have vanished into empty 
air. While he thus suffers the terrors of God 
vnth a troubled mind; he is almost induced 
to believe, that the Most High hath forgot- 
ten to be gracious, and that he hath for ever 
shut up the bowels of bis compassion against 
him*. 

• Psalm xlii. 

f There are some very useful observations on this subject, 
in a sermon by the late Bp. Home, intitled, The blessing qfa 
cheerful heart. He judiciously, refers the gloom, which I 
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' I. Persons in this uncomfortable state 
ought first to consider, whether their case 
does not require the physician rather than the 
divine. 

It is almost superfluous to obserye, what 
has been already so often observed^ how won- 
derful a connection there is between the soi^l 
and the body. A long train of nervous afiec- 
tions will generally produce^ if I oiay use the 
metaphor, a kind of enervation of the mind^ 
Its faculties will lose their elasticity; and a 
deep depression of s{nrits will take place of 
that comfort and serenity, which it is the 
direct tendency of Christianity to inspire. 
Thanks be to God, our religion is not a system 
of gloomy observances : our religion is not a 

have been describing, ultimately to a kind of infidelity, a 
timorous distrust of God's promises. Something of that sort 
will generally be found at the bottom of religious despondency, 
insomuch that every Christian has great reason daily to pray ; 
Lord, I believe f help thou mine unbelief. See also Bp. Rey- 
nolds' works, p. 458. and Doddridge^ Rise and Progress of 
Religion, chap. xxiv. from which very valuable treatise many 
of the following observations are bozrawed. 

H 
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succession of rites» which freeze the soul with 
horror^ and which teach it to consider the 
beneficent. Creator in the light of a. sanguis 
nary and unrelenting demon. The Gospel 
contains ghd news of great salvation to lost 
mankind : and, as such, it ought to convey to 
us sensations of pleasure, not of sorrow and 
melancholy. If, therefore, disorder be the 
sole cause of this painful dejection^ a mere 
natural malady must be remedied by natural 
means : for we have no right to expect^ that 
God should interfere with a miracle, in order 
to prevent a bodily distemper from producing 
its ordinary effect upon the mind. 

II. But, where the corporeal frame is in a: 
state of perfect good health, and where every 
nerve is strung up to its proper pitch, if this 
painful sense of alienation from God, so em^ 
phatically and beautifully styled in Scripture 
tlie hiding of God's, face *, still subsist ; it will 
then be necessary to commence a deep and 
impartial scrutiny both of the inward thoughts 
and of the outward conversation. 

* Isai. Iziv. 7* and liz. 2. - 
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Sins may have been committed^ and re- 
pentance may have been neglected. Or^ if 
external pollution has been avoided, the ima- 
gination may have been for some time past 
deliberately and habitually tainted with im- 
purity, inflamed with hatred, or too eagerly 
and exclusively employed upon sensible ob- 
jects. Should such, upon a candid exami- 
nation, appear to have been the case, we may 
rest assured, that our offences have separated 
between God and us, and that our iniquities 
have caused him to withdraw the cheering light 
of his Holy Spirit. Even supposing that the 
conscience does not plead guilty to these 
offences^ we may possibly find, upon a more 
close search, that we have not entirely surren- 
dered ourselves to the service of our heavenly 
master. Some secret reservation, some private 
compromise, may still be made. Like Anair 
nias, we may be inclined to give only a part 
to God, still retaining the remainder for our- 
selves. Whichever of these be the case with 
us, it is our duty immediately to put away 
from us the accursed thing and humbly to 

h2 
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solicit peace and reconciliation with heaven. 
If we find within ourselves a readiness to sub- 
mit to the painful task of self-examination, 
that very circumstance ought to be a matter 
of comfort to us in the midst of our dejection. 
It is a good sign of graces as Bp. Hopkins 
well observes, when a man is willing to search 
and examine himself, whether he be gracious or 
not. There is a certain instinct in a child of 
God, whereby he naturally desires to have the 
title of his legitimation tried; whereas a hypo- 
crite dreads nothing more tlian to have his rot- 
tenness searched into. Try yourselves by this. 
Do you love the word of God, because it is a 
searching word, because it brings home convic- 
tions to you, and shakes your carnal confidences 
and presumptions ? Do you love a ministry, 
that speaks as closely and particularly to you, 
as if it were another conscience without you; 
a ministry, that ransacks your very souls, and 
tells you all that ever you did ? Do you delight 
in a ministry, that forceth you to turn inward 
upon yourselves, that makes you tremble and 
look pale at every word, for fear it should be 
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ihe sentence of your damnation ? This is a sign 
that your condition is good, because you are so 
willing to be searched *. 

III. If such be our case^ and if, after a dili- 
gent scrutiny, we are able to discover nothing 
more than those ordinary imperfections with 
which the life of the very best Christian is 
chequered ; if we cannot detect any particular 
cause of that gloom, which overhangs our 
spirits : let us not, in such circumstances, be 
Uke unto men without hope. 

We may depend upon it, that we are ex- 
posed to this trial for the wisest and most 
merciful purposes. All tlungs will finally work 
together for good to those that love God. Per- 
haps it may be necessary for our spiritual 
welfare, that our faith should be proved, that 
our self-confidence should be abated, and that 
we should be made to see that man, even in 
his best estate, is altogether vanity. The 
careless and the inconsiderate are ignorant 
even of the very existence of this internal dis« 

• Bighop Hopkins's Wdrks, p. 663. 

h3 
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tress. Those, that God loveth, are the persons 
whom he more particularly chasteneth* If 
David was so frequently constrained, to mourn 
by reason of affliction, and to exclaim in the 
bitterness of his heart. Lord, why easiest 
thou off my soul? why hidest thou thy face 
from me^l can we reasonably expect to 
be made perfect without suffering? Our 
blessed Saviour himself was a man of 8or« 
rows and acquainted with grief: and such 
also his disciples must frequently be. His 
tender care, however, has not left us with- 
out a provision against the day of evil tidings. 
Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be 
comforted^. This promise he was afterward 
pleased to explain more at large, pointing out 
to us that gracious personage, through whose 
agency we may expect to receive the balm of 
consolation. I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of 
Truth: whom the world cannot receive, be", 

• Psalm IxuTiii. 14* f Matt. v. 4. 
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cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: 
but ye know him ; for lie dwelleth with you, 
ami sluill be in you. I will not leave you 
comfortless*. 

IV. In these words, another very impoitant 

office of the Holy Ghost is pointed out to us; 

and a promise is made, that he should abide 

with us for ever in the capacity of a com* 

forter. 

Through the midst of that gloom, with 
which the Christian is sometimes surrounded, 
a ray of light at length breaks in upon his 
soul, and dissipates the heavy clouds of de- 
spondency. His mourning is turned into joy : 
and, instead of his ashes^ he receives the oil 
of gladness. His filial confidence in God is 
again restored to him : he clearly sees the in- 
finite merit of his Redeemer's sufiermgs : and 
he doubts not to apply to himself that gra- 
cious invitation ; Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are h^aioy laden, and I will refresh 
you. Such are the great things, which God 

• John xiv. 16. 
H 4 
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the Spirit hath done for his soul, and which 
he fails not to acknowledge with praise and 
thanksgiving. The remembrance of his past 
sorrows heightens his present joy : his faith is 
greatly increased : and he learns to cast his 
burden upon the Lord*, who alone is able to 
sustain him f . 

1. The Holy Psalmist frequently celebrates 
the goodness and mercy of God for having 

s 

* Psalm !▼. 22. 

f The peace, that we have with God in Christ, is invio- 
lable : but, because the sense and persuasion of it may be 
interrupted, the soul, that is truly at peace with God, may 
For a time be disqhieted in itself, through weakness of faith, 
or the strength of temptation, or the darkness of desertion, 
losing sight of that grace, that love and light of God's coun* 
tenance, on which its tranquillity and joy depend. Thou 
hidest thy face, saith David, and I was troubled. But, when 
these eclipses are over, the soul is revived with new conso* 
lation ; as the &ce of the earth is renewed, and made to smile, 
with the return of the sun in the spring: and this ought 
always to uphold Christians in the saddest times ; namely, 
that the grace and love of God, toward them, depends not on 
their sense, nor upon any thing in them, but is still in itself 
incapable of the smallest alteration. Abp; Leighton's Works, 
Vol. i. p. 47* 
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delivered him from this oppressive load of 
mental indisposition. 

, / waited patientlif for the Lord; and he in-- 
cUned unto me, and heard my cry. He brought 
me up also out of the horrible pit out of the 
miry clay ; and set my feet upon a rock ; and 
established my goings. And he hath put a new 
song in my mouth, even praise unto our God. 
Many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in 
the Lord *. 

Most, indeed, of those Psalms, which begin 
sorrowfully, terminate with expressions of joy 
and triumph. « 

In short, as Dr. Barrow well observes, it is 
a notable part of the Holy Spirit's office to 
comfort and sustain us, as in all our religious 
practice, so particularly in our doubts, difficul- 
ties, distresses, and ^afflictions ; to beget Joy, 
peace, and satisfaction in us; in all our per-^ 
formances, and in all our sufferings ; whence the 
title of Comforter belongeth to himf. 

2. In addition to the internal trials of 



« Psalm xl. 1. t Barrow's Works, vdl. il, pi 505. 

H 6 



154 ON THB ORDINARY OPERATIONS 

harassing doubts and fears, the Christian is 
also exposed to those external ones which are 
the common lot of mortality. 

His communion with God does not exempt 
him, from calamity and disease, from the loss 
of his dearest relatires, and from the ingrati* 
tude of his most confidential friends. They, 
whose portion is in this world, are frequently 
much less subject to temporal misfortunes, 
than the pious and the j ust. Troubles of vari- 
ous kinds are often the lot of the most highly 
favoured children of God. It is good for them 
to be kept in a state of perpetual warfare, in 
order that they may be safe from carnal secu- 
rity and effeminate indulgence. The luxury of 
Capua proved more fatal to the Carthaginian 
hero, than all the efforts of Roman valour ; 
and a Christian is never more in danger, than 
when taught by prosperity to consider himself 
no longer in an enemy's country. Whatever 
his afflictions are, he may rest assured, that 
they are sent in mercy, not in anger; that 
they are designed, to wean his affections from 
sublunary objects, and to rivet them more 

2. 
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immoveably upon the promised joys of hea- 
ven. When every earthly prospect of felicity 
is blasted, by the pangs of disease or the in* 
roads of poverty, by the premature death of 
our best beloved friends or the loss of worldly 
reputation for the sake of our reh^on : we 
then learn to look for happiness beyond the 
grave, in those blessed abodes, where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and where the 
weary are at rest. In such distressing circum- 
stances, the Christian is not deserted by his 
Saviour : and he soon finds, by his own happy 
experience, that the Lord is a God who keep^ 
eth his promise with a thousand generations^ 
Through the gracious influences of the Holy 
Spirit, he finds a light springing up in the 
midst of darkness : his sorrows are gradually 
assuaged : liis confidence in God is increased : 
and he is brought at length to acknowledge, 
that it is good for him, that he has been af^ 
flicted. Ye now have sorrow, said our blessed 
Lord to his disciples i but I will see you again, 
and your joy no man takethfrom you"*^* 

• John xvi. 22. ' ' 

h6 
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«> 3. It is usually so ordered by the merciful 
Providence of God, that, when worldly com-f 
forts are at the lowest ebb, and when earthly 
enjoyments are violently torn away from our 
grasp ; the soul is then best fitted for divine 
exercises, and acquires a more thorough in- 
sight into heavenly matters. 

This sacred consolation seems to be in- 
creased or diminished, according to the vary- 
ing exigencies of the Christian. In the ap- 
pi:oximation to martyrdom, all heaven opened 
upon the enraptured eyes of Stephen ; and he 
beheld his Saviour ready to receive him into 
the mansions of everlasting felicity. Unless, 
however^ we should be placed in a similar situ- 
ation, we certainly have no grounds to expect 
an equal degree of comfort : yet, when the 
piou^ believer is stripped of all the good things 
which this world can afford, and when the 
iron has entered into his very soul; when his 
tnortal part is wasting away with disease, 
and when his immortal spirit trembles on the 
verge of futurity : is it unreasonable to sup- 
pose, that the God, who^ hath promised to 
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make all his bed in his sickness, will be his 
guide and his support even to death itself? 
While the current of life is fast ebbing, never 
to flow again in this world : may we not hum- 
bly trust, that the Holy Spirit will descencl 
into the soul with a full tide of glory, that 
all misgiving fears and anxious doubts will be 
removed, and that the terror of uncertainty 
will be converted into the filial confidence of 
hope * ? 

r 1 trust. Beloved, says the judicious Hooker, 
we know that we are not reprobates, because owr 
spirit doth bear us record, that the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is in us. It is as easy a matter 
for the spirit within you to tell whose ye are, as 
for the eye% of your body to judge where yoa 
sit or in v)hat place you stand. For they, which 

* Far be it from me to assert, that these sensible eomforts 
are in the slightest degree necessary and essetttial to salvation : 
on the contrary, it is highly probable, that the sun of many 
of God's faithful servants hath set behind a cloud, in order 
only to rise with greater splendour in the kingdom of heaven. 
The possibiRty, and the necessity^ of such comforts, are two 
entirely distinct ideas* 
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fall away from the grace of God and separate 
themselves unto perdition, they are fleshly and 
carnal^ they have not God's Holy Spirit. Bid 
tmto you, because ye are sons, God Imth sent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, to 
the end ye might know that Christ hath built 
you upon a rock unmw^eable ; that he hath re-- 
gistered your names in the book of life ; that 
he hath bound himself in a sure and everlasting 
covenant to be your God, and the God of your 
children after you,-— The Lord, of his ir^nite 
mercy, give us hearts plentifully fraught with 
the treasure of this blessed assurance of faith 
unto the end *. 

4. We are not, however, to imagine, that 
thexomforts of a Christian are uniformly the 
same at all times, or that an equal sense of 
being at peace with God is granted to every 
believer. 

This assurance, says the excellent Arch- 
bishop Leigh ton, all the heirs of glory have not 
ordinarily within them, and scarce any at all 

* Hooker^s Works, Vol. iii. p. 557i 55B. Qzf. £dit. 
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times equally char. Some travel on in a covert 
cloudy day^ and get home by it, having so muA 
light as to know their way; and yet do not at 
all clearly see the bright and full sunshine of 
assurance: others have it breaking forth at some 
times, and anon under a cloud: and some, more 
constantly. Bui, as all meet in the end, so all 
agree in this in the beginning, that is, the reality 
of the thing ; they are made unalterably sure 
heirs of it, in their effectital calling ♦. 

5. The scriptural expression, the seal of the 
Spirit, seems plainly to signify^ that the soul 
of that Christian, upon whom it is impressed, 
bears as evident marks of conformity to the 
will of God, as the wax does of similarity to 
the seal by which it has been stamped f. 

By means of this resemblance, the Spirit 
beareth witness with our spirits that we are the 
children of God, thus infusing into our hearts 
the sweet balm of divine consolation. As the 

• Works, Vol. iL p, 340. 

t See Bp. Hopkins's Works, p. 629. Bp. Andrews's 
Works, p. 654. 660. Bp. Hooper's Works, p. 681. Bp. 
Wilkins on Prayer, p. 226. 
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Christian clearly discerns^ that there is a na-» 
tural unfitness in the unre^^enerate soul to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven : so, in con- 
sequence of the change, . which has taken 
place within liim» he argues^ that the regene- 
rate soul, the soul which bears the impression 
of the seal of the Spirit, is also unfit for the 
isociety of the damned. However deeply be 
may be conscious of his numerous deficien- 
cies, yet he finds within himself a certain re* 
Ksh and afiection for heavenly matters, which 
h^ khows is foreign to his nature, and which 
consequently must have been derived from 
some external influence. Of ourselves we can 
neither will nor do any thing that is good : he 
finds, that he does both will and do that which 
is good, though in a degree far inferior to his 
wishes: hence he concludes, that his suffi- 
ciency is derived, not from himself, but from 
Grod» He looks around him, and perceives 
that the bulk of mankind have no standard 
of action except their own inclinations. They 
consider not what is acceptable to God, but 
what is pleasing to themselves. Their own 
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gratification is the sole end of all their pur- 
suits. On the contrary^ he cannot avoid 
observing, though it be with the utmost 
humility, that his conduct is influenced by 
widely different principles* Self is daily mor« 
tified, and the sense of duty is daily strength- 
ened. His lofty looks are humbled, and hit 
haughtiness is bowed down : the Lord alone i^ 
exalted^ and his honour alone is consulted *• 
Though he may perpetually fall short of his 
intentions ; yet those intentions remain unal* 
tered : and his fixed purpose is to do all thirds 
to the glory of God, When he considers what 
has been done for his soul, he is filled with 
gratitude and humility. His own vileness 
forms such a contrast with the mercy of his 
Redeemer, as fills hini with astonishment; 
and he is constrained to acknowledge, that the 
whole is the Lord's doing. 

Such is that blessed correspondence of our 
inclinations with the will of God, which Scrip- 
ture denominates the Seal of the Spirit : such 

* Isakh ii. 11* 
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are those strong consolations, which the Al* 
mighty alone is able to bestow upon us. 

V. Nor does the title of Paraclete convey 
simply the idea of a comforter ; it is also the 
office of the Holy Ghost, to suggest to us fit 
matter for our devotions, and to present our 
imperfect supplications before the throne of 
grace. 

Of ourselves, we ai^ unable to offer up a 
single acceptable prayer ; for every good and 
tvery perfect gift comethfrcmi above. Hence 
the Apostle declares, that the Spirit also help' 
£th our infirmities ; for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought : but the Spirit it- 
self maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered *. He is our advocate 
at the bar of heaven, where he continually 
pleads in our behalf the merits of our blessed 
Saviour with an eloquence, of which mortal 
tongues are incapable. To adopt the lan« 
guage of the pious Barrow, He reclaimeth 
ns from error and sin ; he supporteth and 

*■ Rom. ▼iii. 26. 
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strengtheneth us in temptation ; he adviseth and 
admonishethf exciteth and encourageth, tis to 
all works of piety and virtue. He guideth, and 
quickeneth, us in devotion : showing us what we 
should ask; raising in us holy desires and com* 
fortable hopes ; disposing us to approach unto 
God with Jit dispositions of mind, love, and re* 
verence, and humble confidence. He is also our 
intercessor with God; presenting our supplica* 
turns, and procuring our good. Hecryeth in 
uSf he pleadeth for us to God. Whence he is 
peculiarly called TrapaicXiyroc^ the advocate ; that 
is, one, who is called in by Ms good word or 
countenance to aid him, whose cause is to be 
examined, or whose petition to be considered *. 

VI. These are the benefits^ which the 
Christian receives from the Holy Spirit, in 
the way of consolation and intercession. 

In the midst of his troubles^ he is not left 
comfortless ; for he is perfectly assured and 
convinced, that God careth for him. A peace 
unknown to the wicked is diffused over his 

• Barrow's Works, Vol U^p, 606. 
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heart ; and he gratefully confesses that the 
hand, which bestowed it^ must be divine. He 
approaches the throne of grace without fear ; 
for he knows in whom he hath believed, and 
relies upon the intercession of the Almighty 
Spirit. Impressed with the conviction of 
these great truths, he can joyfully take up 
the words of the Psalmist : The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to 
lie down in green pastures ; he leadeth me beside 
the still waters. He restoreth my soul ; he 
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name^s sake. Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of deaths I mil fear no 
evil ; for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy 
staffs they comfort me. Surely, goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for 
ever*. 

* Psalm xxiii. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT CONTRASTED WITH THE 
WORKS OF THE FLESH. 

It is possible, that an inquiry of no small in- 
terest may here not unnaturally suggest itself. 

L Dissatisfied in a measure with the pre^ 
ceding discussion, some one may still perhaps 
be inclined to ask : How am I to know, whe-^ 
ther mjf understanding ^ my willy and my affecz 
. tionj^, have indeed been acted upon by the Holy 
Spirit of God? 

The question is a most important one, yet^ 
I trusty by no means unanswerable. Would 
we solve it satisfactorily, we must resort to 
Scripture. 

1. Some attempt to reduce the whole of 
the influences of the Spirit to a mere external 
decorum ; and profanely decry as enthusiasni 
the belief in that supernatural change of 
heart, the necessity of which is so strongly 
inculcated by our Saviour. 
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As if it were probable, that the diabolical 
sins of envy, hatred, and malice, sins perfectly 
compatible with outward decency, did not 
render a man just as much a child of hell, as 
the more glaring turpitude of drunkenness, 
fornication, and dishonesty. 

2. On the other hand, some would persuade 
us, that almost the whole of religion consists 
in warm and lively feelings ; so that, unless 
our souls are perpetually (as it were) in the 
third heaven, we know but little of the nature 
of the Spirit's influences or of the privileges of 
genuine Christianity, Hence they are obvi- 
ously led to imagine, that, if sensible com- 
forts abound, they may safely conclude them- 
selves at peace with God ; but that, if they 
be withdrawn, they have no longer any right 
to believe themselves his children. 

Thus the favour of the Almighty, of him 
who knoweth neither change rior shadow of 
turning, is supposed to be as variable and 
irregular as the human temperature. The 
frequent coldness and languor of our devo- 
tions, the perpetual wandering of our thoughts 
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from divine subjects, and the indifference with 
which we too often contemplate the redeem- 
ing goodness of our Lord, are indeed sad 
proofs of the corruption of our nature, and 
afford ample cause for humility and contri-f 
tion: but there is no reason to think, that 
they are marks of unregeneracy or tokens of 
God's rejection and abiding displeasure. Hiis 
covenant is built upon a surer foundation than 
either our feelings or our faithfulness : feel- 
ings, which are subject to incessant variation^ 
and faithfulness, which the very best of us 
must own to be but too unfaithful. 

3. God willing more abundantly to show 
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of 
his counsel, confirmed it by an oath : that by 
two immutable things, in which it was impossi* 
blefor God to lye, we might have a strong con- 
solation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold 
upon the hope set before us : which hope we 
have as an anchor of the soul both sure and 
steadfast *. 

• Heb. vi. 17- 



168 ON THE ORDINARY OPERATIONS 

This is the great charter of the Christian* 
en which he builds the hope of his salvation. 
God hath sworn, that he will never forsake 
the heirs of promise ; but that he will be with 
them in every trials and will safely conduct 
them to the very end of their pilgrimage. 
Therefore^ with faithful Abraham, they be* 
lieve even against hope and in despite of their 
natural feelings. They may be cast down^ 
but they are not destroyed ; and, in the midst 
of all their difficulties, they trust that a Ufeu 
hid for them with Christ in God*. Faith is 
not th€ evidence of things seen, but of things 
unseen: consequently, if our religious state 
was to be decided by our feelings, the very 
foundation of faith would be overturned ; and 
we should have sensible demonstration of 
that, which we are required to believe, simply 
because God has promised it. 

II. The same question however may still 
be asked : How am I to knoiv, whether I have 
been renewed by the Holy Ghost ? How can 

*. C0I0S8. iii. 3. 
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/ tell whether I have any right to apply God's 
promises to myself? The charter of salvcUion 
is sufficiently clear and eocplicit ; but that vnll 
afford ME little comfort, unless I have good 
reason for thinking that I am included. 

Let us see, whether we cannot find an 
answer to these queries in the page of Scrip* 
ture. 

1. St, Paul informs us, that thefksh lusteth 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the 
fijesh : and these are contrary the one to the 
other *. 

Are we sensible then of any internal con- 
test of this description in our hearts? Do we 
perceive a new principle, to which we were 
formerly strangers, strongly drawing us to 
the practice of holiness and all good works ; 
while another principle damps our ardour, 
discourages our exertions, and too frequently 
frustrates our best resolutions? 

He, that has never felt such a struggle, 
must either be sinless or dead in sins. It is 

♦ GaLv. 37. 
I 
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needless to say, that the former supposition 
cannot but be erroneous. 

2. We further learn from the Apostle, that 
we cannot do the things that we would. 

Are we deeply conscious then, that this is 
our case ? Do we daily more and more dis- 
cover our own insufficiency ? Do we lament, 
that we cannot perform our duty better, la- 
bouring however at the same time incessantly 
after spiritual improvement? Many persons 
will readily enough acknowledge their imper- 
fections ; but the question is, in what manner 
do they make the acknowledgment? Do they 
really feel the burden of their sins to be into- 
lerable ? Do they indeed, and from the eery 
bottom of their souls, experience the pain and 
grief of falling so far short of their wishes ? 
Or do they confess their failings with as much 
phlegmatic indifference, as if it were a matter 
which concerned any body in the whole world 
rather than themselves ? 

The disorders of the soul are constantly re- 
presented in Scripture by corresponding dis- 
orders of the body : hence it is reasonable to 
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suppose^ that» as corporeal pain is the result 
of the latter, so mental pain or grief will be 
the natural consequence of the former. In 
what manner, then, is a person affected, who 
has long laboured under the pressure of a 
severe disease ? Will he speak of his pains 
with insensibility ? Will he sit down perfectly 
contented with his malady, totally forget its 
inconvenience, and take no steps to procui*e 
its removal or at least its alleviation ? Where 
did we ever meet with a sick man, who an- 
swered to this description? ^ Can we then 
easily believe, that he is very sensible of his 
spiritual disorder, who speaks of it with care- 
lessness, finds it no obstacle to his enjoyments, 
and feels scarcely any desire for its expulsion ? 
If a man really perceived, that he cannot do 
the things which he would, in the same manner 
that St. Paul did, he would experience the 
Same restless sorrow, which constrained the 
Apostle to cry out : O wretched man that I 
am, who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death? 

Let us, then, seriously ask ourselves : Do 

j2 
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toe clearly discern Our inefficiency ; do we Ia« 
ment our numerous failings ; and do we labour 
earnestly after amendment ? The answer to 
these questions is almost alone sufficient to 
decide, whetheir we have any right to consider 
ourselves heirs of the promise. 

III. The Apostle, however, is not content 
to let the matter rest here. He gives us' a 
black catalogue of those deeds of darkness, 
which are the works of the flesh ; and then 

■ 

forcibly contrasts them with the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit t thus paraphrasing, as it were, 
our Saviour's brief declaration, By their fruits 
shall ye Jcrunv them. 

. 1. Now the works of the flesh are manifest 9 
which are thesi; adultery, fornication, unclean* 
ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revel- 
lings, and such like : of the lohich I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that 
they which do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God *. 

♦ Galat. V. 19. 
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( 1 ,) If, then, we be anxious to know whethet 
we are led by the Spirit of God; let us ex- 
amine ourselves, and learn whether we work 
the deeds of the flesh. 

Do we live in habits of fornication and un* 
cleanness ? Are we addicted to the foul sin 
of drunkenness? Or, supposing that we are 
free from these external abominations, are we 
equally guiltless of internal wickedness ? Do 
^e set up the world as an idol in oppositioii 
to the living God? Do we indulge in senti- 
ments of uncharitableness toward our neigh- 
bours ? Do we entertain a proud, self-suffi* 
eient, opinion of ourselves ; and contend, 
upon all occasions, with the bitterest animo- 
sity, for what we call our rights ? Are we un-» 
easy and restless beneath the lawful authority 
of our superiors, perpetually striving to foment 
discord and sedition, despising dominion, and 
qfeaking evil of dignities * ? Do we delight in 
promoting schism and heresy in the Church ; 
and, under the cloak of Christian zeal, in act- 

• Jude 8. 
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ing the same part now» that Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram, did of old? Are we guilty of 
peryerting religion into rebellion, and faith 
into faction, or of concealing the most anti- 
christian sentiments beneath the specious 
mask of piety and humility ! 

Let us diligently scrutinise our hearts, and 
see, whether they produce these corrupt fruits. 
If we unhappily find such to be the case, 
- while we lament our wickedness and tremble 
at our danger, let us pray God to grant us a 
better spirit and to enable us to forsake the 
evil of our ways. What is the awful declara- 
tion of the Apostle respecting the workers of 
iniquity? I tell you before, as I have also told 
you in time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit tlie kingdom of God. 

(2.) It may perhaps be said, If God be er* 
treme to mark what is done amiss, who may 
abide it ? Where is the man, who does not offend 
daily, both in thought, word, and deed? 

We readily acknowledge, that our very 
best deeds are unclean in the eyes of him, who 
chargeth even his angels with folly : but the 
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point is^ in what manner do we bear the con- 
sciousness of our sinfulness ? Are we penitent, 
or impenitent, offenders? Mercy is abundantly 
held forth to the former ; but pardon is never 
once offered to the latter. Though God gives 
his grace to the humble ; he stedfastly resists 
the pi*oud» and the presumptuous. Were we 
really conscious of the load of our iniquities^ 
did we really desire to be freed from theip 
yoke» we should feel ourselves little less in- 
commoded by our subjection to them^ than 
the eye does when inflamed with even the 
most minute particle of sand. We all know, 
that the very smallest mote occasions such an 
exquisite degree of pain in the organ of vision^ 
as to permit us to enjoy no rest until it be 
extracted. Something similar to this are the 
sensations of the man, who truly feels his sin 
to be a grievous burden to him. He is un- 
easy and restless, until it be removed: he 
cannot cheerfully, or even tamely, acquiesce 
in its dominion : nor can he be content, so 
long as he kaows himself to be its vassal. 
Here, then, we have another test, by which 

I 4 
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we may decide whether or no we are in a 
state of grace. If we acknowledge our sins^ 
without the least compunction, and without 
any wish to be freed from their tyranny ; our 
situation is indeed most awfully dangerous : 
we tremble on the very brink of a precipice^ 
from which if we fall, we fall to rise no more« 
But, if we feel a vehement degree of pain and 
restless uneasiness in their continuance; if 
we experience a strong and ardent desire for 
their removal; if we labour incessantly to 
effect their extirpation ; if we declare everlast<^ 
ing war against them : our situation then is 
good ; we have then no reason to doubt, but 
that the Holy Spirit of God is contending for 
the possession of our hearts. In such a case, 
let us joyfully welcome the heavenly visitor, 
and resign ourselves implicitly to his guidance 
and direction. 

(3.) We are not however to be content with 
mere negative religion, with only endeavour*^ 
ing to abstain from evil : we must also labour 
after the things that are good. The Holy 
Spirit is an active and energetic principle. 
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and is perpetually employed in new-moulding 
the hearts of the faithful and in leading them 
to the practice of all righteousness. Good 
works, as our Church justly determines*, 
necessarily spring out of a true and lively faith : 
and it is impossible for those, who are under 
the influence of the Holy Ghost, to avoid 
shewing whose servants they are by their life 
and conversation. Hence, a striking differ^ 
ence of character will always be perceptible 
between the children of light and the children 
of darkness: insomuch that, generally speak- 
ing, it will require no very great degree of 
penetration to discriminate between them; 
especially, if we study the strongly- drawn 
portraits of them, with which we have been 
furnished by the Apostle. 

2. The fruit of the Spirit is hve^joy, peace, 
long-sufferings gentleness, goodness, faith^ meek- 
nm, temperance : against such there is no law. 
And they, that are Chfist*s, have crucified the 
flesh, with the affections and lusts. If we live 
in the Spirit p let us also walk in the Spirit f • 

« Art XII. t Galat ▼. 22. 
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(1.) The Christian, though originally in a 
state of enmity with God, has his affections 
SO far changed by the influence of the Holy 
^host» that he now loves what before he 
bated, and now hates what before he loved. 

None perhaps of the sacred writings breathe 
the spirit of divine charity in a more eminent 
degree, than those of the beloved disciple of 
our Lord. They contain a beautiful picture 
of that dove-like temper, which seems pecu- 
liarly to have belonged to their author : and 
they may be considered, as a kind of manual 
for the daily use of behevers. From a con- 
stant perusal of them, joined with the prayer 
of faith, we may reasonably expect to derive 
some portion of that spirit with which they 
are animated. When a Christian considers 
his own rebellious and perverse nature, and 
contrasts it with the wonderful goodness of 
God, displayed in his redemption and sancti- 
iication ; his heart is softened with such con* 
descending marks of Almighty love. He is 
astonished at that mercy and patience, which 
so long bore with his iniquities and spared 

2 



OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 179 

faim till the hour of repentance arrived. He 
recollects numbers cut off in the midst of 
their career^ without ever having had his 
opportunities vouchsafed to them : and the 
vni'ds of the Apostle instantly recur to his 
mind ; ff^ho hath made thee to differ from 
another ? He is deeply conscious, that he had 
no claim upon God on the score of a prer 
requisite meritoriousness : and he acknow- 
ledges, that he might j ustly have been suffered 
to perish in his sins. This conviction, united 
with the consideration of his present happy 
state^ fills his heait with sentiments of humble 
love and devout gratitude. He confesses the 
whole to be free grace : and he gives all the 
glory to God. Boasting is excluded : and a 
heart-felt humihty takes place of vanity and 
presumption. 

We were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others : but God, who is rich in mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ (by grace ye are saved) ; 
and hath raised us up together, and made us sit 

I 6 
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together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ; 
that, in the ages to come, he might shew the ex* 
ceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness to^^ 
ward us through Christ Jesus — For, through 
him, we both have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father. Now, therefore, ye are no more 
strangers andforeigners, but fellow^tizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God; and 
are built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief comer-stone *. 

The contemplation of these benefits excites 
the utmost love of the Christian, and he ex- 
periences the truth of St. John's declaration : 
Herein is love, not that 7ve loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his son to be the propitia^ 
tionfor our sins. We love him, because he first 
loved us f . While his affections are thus set 
on things above» he does not forget to draw 
the same edifying conclusion from the good^ 
liess of his heavenly Father, which the Apostle 
did before him. If God so loved us, we ought 

• Epbes. ii. a 18. f 1 Jobn ir. 10. 19. 
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also to love one another *• This is the only 
sure foundation of love to our brethren. The 
world has often largely and eloquently dis- 
coursed upon sincerity and disinterestedness^ 
but it has felt little of the reality : and a 
thousand untoward accidents will overthrow 
the most ancient friendships, unless they be 
built upon the rock of Christianity. That, 
which among natural men is a mere abstract 
idea, a metaphysical non-entity, is converted 
by the influence of religion into a glorious 
reality. Behold how these Christians love one 
another, was the constrained observation even 
of paganism : and such will always be the 
case, wherever vital religion prevails. An 
ardent desire to promote the spiritual welfare 
of our neighbours, a tender concern for the 
interest of their souls, and a hearty wish to 
do them all the good in our power, indepen- 
dent of any secondary motives, are some of 
the best proofs that we are led by the Spirit 
of God. 

Beloved^ let us love one another : for love is 

♦ 1 John iv. 11. 
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of God, and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not, 
knoweth not God, for God is love — If we love 
one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is 
perfected in tis. Hereby know we, that we dwell 
in him, and lue in tis, became he hath given us 
of his Spirit — If a man say, I love God^ and 
hateth his brother, he is a lyar : for he, that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how 
can lie love God, tohom he hath not seen ? And 
this commandment have we from him. That he, 
who loveth God, love his brother also *. 

(2.) When the Christian is thus in a state of 
charity both with God and his neighbour, he 
experiences that joy and that peace, which 
passeth all understanding ; which the world 
is neither able to confer, nor to take away. 

His joy is not like the mad and short-lived 
joys of the children of darkness : but it is 
stable and durable. It is founded upon the 
sense of his being reconciled to God, through 
the blood of Jesus Christ. Hence it is not 

• 1 John iv. 7. 12. 20. 
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liable to be affected by those outward circum- 
stances, which shake the happiness of the 
worldly-minded. In the midst of persecution 
and distress, sickness and affliction, the sere-^ 
nity of the Christian still remains unmoved : 
and he looks forward with confidence to the 
recompence of reward, being well assured, 
that all these momentary sorrows work for 
him afar more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. His joy and peace, it is true, are not 
of a violent and tumultuous kind : they are 
rather a sensation of security and tranquil- 
lity, than a sudden flash of rapturous tran- 
sport : they resemble the salutary and equable 
warmth of the sun, not the portentous blaze 
of a meteor. 

Such was the peace, which the apostles ex- 
perienced, when they rejoiced, that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for the name 
of Christ * : and such was that confidence, 
which made the primitive martyrs appear 
rather as if they were marching in a triumphr 
than as if led to torments and ignomiay. 

• Acts ▼.41. 
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• External sorrows^ indeed, the Christian 
must expect, but nothing is able to deprive 
him of his internal comfort. Notwithstanding 
his outward distresses, he feels all the value 
of his privileges, and envies not the tran- 
sitory prosperity of the worldling. Ye now 
have sorrow, said our Lord to his disciples: 
hit I will see you again ; and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man takethfromyou*. 
This serenity, though undoubtedly not with- 
out some inten*uptions, is the portion of the 
Christian through the appointed term of his 
pilgrimage. It may occasionally, for wise 
purposes, be withdrawn ; and his sensible 
comforts may be diminished : but the eye of 
faith still looks forward to the joys of heaven, 
and anticipates the time when doubt and sor- 
row shall be swallowed up in victory. Grief 
is seldom long the portion of a Christian. A 
light springs up in the midst of darkness, and 
gladness once more becomes the lot of such as 
are true-hearted* 

The joys of religion are the encouragement 

* John xvi. 22. 
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of youth, and the prop of old age. Without 
them, we sicken even in the midst of prospe- 
rity : and, with them, adversity loses all its 
terrors. They sweeten our slumbers: they 
soothe our waking hours. At home and abroad, 
in private and in public, they are our constant 
companions, our richest treasures. The vir 
gour of youth, and the blush of health, are 
transitory blessings ; the pride of rank soon 
wearies; and riches make themselves wings 
and fly away : but the joy of a Christian, 
though it walks upon earth, hides its head in 
heaven. It is the gift of God : and God alone 
is able to deprive him of it. 

(3.) An abiding sense of his own defects., 
and a grateful remembrance of undeserved 
mercies, produce in a believer the amiable 
qualities of long-suffering, meekness, and gen* 
tleness. 

Differences, indeed, there will be in the vari- 
ous tempers of various Christians : nor do the 
naturally harsh and rugged, perhaps, ever at^ 
tain to the same eminence in these graces, as 
the naturally placid and benign^ But a similar 
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spirit will nevertheless be observable in them 
all ; a spirit far removed from that proud sense 
of injury, that haughty self- vindication, which 
constitutes the very essence of modern honour. 
A desire of mutual accommodation ; a meek 
endurance of the perverseness of others; a 
patient tolerance of those little affronts, which 
are the offspring of childish petulance, and 
which are frequently more irritating than se- 
rious acts of injustice : these mark the cha- 
racters of all real Christians. He, to whom 
nature has given less of the milk of human 
kindness, mourns in private over those sallies 
into which he is sometimes hurried^ and la- 
bours incessantly to check the impetuosity of 
his temper. On the other hand, he> who has 
received a more plentiful siiare of the milder 
affections, blesses God for his bounty, and 
rejoices in the cultivation of his talent. All 
are not born with the amiable disposition of 
St. John : but all are enabled, in a sufficient 
degree, to subdue innate ferocity, and to re- 
press the sudden starts of' proud indignation* 
The leopard i& constrained to lie down with 
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the kid, and the wolf to dwell with the lamb : 
the lion and the bear put off their savage na- 
tures, and submit to the guidance even of an 
infant. 

(4.) Another eminent fruit of the Spirit is 
goodness. 

Without holiness, no man shall see the Lord : 
but, without the assistance of the Holy Ghost, 
no man can attain to holiness. Hence good- 
ness is rightly enumerated among the fruits 
of the Spirit. 

The Christian will not allow himself to in- 
dulge in the commission oliany sin. The same 
sense of duty, which restricts him from fomi-» 
cation and uncleanness, forbids him also to 
violate the laws of temperance and modera-* 
tion. He is not satisfied with a 'partial ob^ 
servance of God's commandments : his prin- 
ciple is universal and unlimited obedience. He 
seeks not to extenuate a favourite vice ; he 
strives not to persuade himself, that it is only 
a venial infirmity : he rather labours to eradi* 
cate it entirely from his breast, and to tear it 
away, though it be as dear to him as the apple 
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of his eye. Yet, while he struggles to attain 
personal holiness both in thought^ word, and 
deed ; he carefully guards against the fatal 
error of trusting to it for his justification. 
When he has done all, he still acknowledges 
himself to be an unprofitable servant : and he 
places all the hopes of his salvation, solely 
upon the merits of his Redeemer. 

(5.) This steadfast reliance upon the aJU 
sufficiency of the blood of Christ is the grand 
and most important gift of the Spirit. ' 

Faith is the tree> from which all other 
graces spring ; the shield, which is to defend 
us from the assaults of the powers of dark- 
ness ; the sure rock, upon which we must lay 
our foundations. That faith, which is the 
fruit of the Spirit, is not a barren, inactive, 
belief; a cold, speculative, assent to the truth 
of our religion : but it is a hvely, energetic 
principle, which God alone is able to instill 
into the heart. We may be irresistibly com- 
pelled to a bare belief by the mere force of 
evidence : but, unless God is pleased to su* 
peradd to it a Christian faith, it will only be 
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the same conviction as that, which forces the 
devils to tremble. A man must believe mlh 
the heart to righteousness *, not simply with 
the head : or he will derive but little benefit 
from the orthodoxy of his faith. Not every 
oney that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he, that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
Christian faith is a grateful acknowledge- 
ment of the mercies of redemption ; an un- 
shaken confidence in the word of him, who 
hath promised ; the instrument, by which we 
receive the benefits of Christ's death and pas- 
sion ; and the main-spring, which occasions 
and regulates all our actions. It implants 
love in the heart, and produces purity in the 
conversation. It is the seed of all goodness, 
and the fruitful parent of all those graces 
which adorn the Christian profession. Through 
faith, the weak become strong; the doubtful^ 
resolute ; the timid, courageous. Faith holds 
up before their eyes the prospect of a hea- 

♦ Rom. X. 10. 
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tally kingdom^ and convinces them of the 
emptiness of earthly enjoyments. It enables 
them, to crucify the flesh with its affections 
and lusts, to fear no difficulties, and to shrink 
from no dangers. It teaches them, to draw 
near in full assurance of hope, having their 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and 
their bodies washed with pure water, and to 
holdfast their profession without wavering, for 
he is faithful that promised. It enables them, 
to lay aside every weight and the sin which doth 
so easily beset them, and to run with patience 
the race that is set before them, looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of their faith, 
who for the joy, that was set before him, ew- 
dured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the majesty of fiea- 
ven. In short, faith is the middle link, which 
connects the visible and invisible worlds; 
which supports us in this life, and fits us for 
the life to come. 

IV. Such are the blessed fruits of the Spirit 
of God: a total change takes place in the 
heart; and along with it a total change in 
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the motives^ the actions^ and the conversa- 
tion. 

An answer is now obtained to the impor- 
tant question ; Have I been renewed by the 
Holy Ghost 1 

Try yourself by the Christian standard; 
examine yourself diligently ; and see> whether 
you produce those fruits, which are meet for 
repentance. ^ 

Do you indulge in the practice of any 
known sin ? Do you suffer yourself to be en- 
slaved by the diabolical passions of envy, 
hatred, and malice? Do you find a selfish 
spirit predominate, instead of that generous 
and diffusive love, which is the peculiar cha- 
racteristic of Christianity? 

So again, if you be happily conscious that 
such is not your case, do you perform your 
good deeds from a sincere desire of promoting 
the honour of God and the cause of religion, 
rather than from vain-glory and ostentation? 
Do you strive in all things to consult'the will 
of the Most High, however it may cross your 
own private incUnations? And do you labour 
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to subdue and to eradicate every unkind emo« 
tion and every vicious propensity ? 

Hereby toe do know, that toe know Christ, if 
we keep his cormnandments. He tJiat saith, I 
know Mm, and keepeth not Ms commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is not in Mm. But, 
whoso keepeth Ms word, in Mm verily is the love 
of God perfected. Hereby know we that we 
are in him. He, that saith he abideth in 
him, ought himself also so to walk, even as he 
walked''^ 

If, then, we would know, whether we be 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit; let us 
consider, how far we imitate the example and 
tread in the steps of our blessed Saviour. 

1. Perhaps some dejected and self-con- 
demned penitent may be ready to exclaim : 
Ahts! who may abide when God cometh in 
judgment? My transgressions and rebellions 
are so numerous ; my good deeds are so few, so 
trifling, and so ill-performed ; my perverseness 
of temper is so incorrigible; my selfishness is so 

* 1 John iU 3« 
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deeply rooted ; my love to God and my brethren 
is so/eeble, so insincere, and so lukewarm : that 
J can scarcely venture to conclude, that I have 
received the Holy Spirit into my heart. When 
I see the progress which other Christians have 
made in holiness, and compare it with my own 
backwardness; when I contrast their cheerful 
zeal with my own reluctance and indifference : 
J appear to myself to be scarcely worthy of 
bearing even the name of a believer ; much less 
of being a suitable residence, a ft temple, for 
the Holy Ghost. I stand condemned by my 
own conscience : and how can I hope that God 
will acquit me ? 

Such cases as these are far from being un- 
frequent : but, though they may be painful, 
they are the very reverse of being dangerous. 

Let a person in this situation consider the 
wide difference, between his state of mind, 
and that of the gay and luxurious worldling. 

While the one is depressed even to the very 
dust by a deep sense of his own unworthiness^ 
the other is totally free from all such disquiet- 
jydg reflections. He sees not his sinfulness, 

K 
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tnd he perc^ves not his danger. He is little 
concerned either about the promises, or the 
terrors, of religion: and he fancies, that he 
cannot but be safe in the road which is trod 
by so many thousands besides himself. 

This is generally the situation of the volup- 
tuary ; and is it more safe, because the danger 
is concealed ? Can his condition be thought 
preferable to yours ? God has been pleased 
in his mercy, to open the eyes of your under- 
standing, and to shew you the hideous gulph 
which yawns at your feet Can this be a sign 
oi'his enmity toward you? Surely it is rather a 
mark of his loving kindness, a proof that he has 
not yet forgotten to be gracious. You might 
still have been wrapt in the sleep of spiritual 
insensibility; like numbers, who muiit daily 
occur to your observation : and would you be 
willing to exchange ycwr situation for thein ? 
You will readily answer ; No. Why then, let 
me ask, should you doubt, but that God, who 
has begun a good work in you, will also in 
his own due time accomplish it? You can- 
not distrust, either his power, or his lov^« 
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He is able to save even to the uttermost : and 
bis love will never permit him to reject any 
afflicted sinner^ that comes to him in his Son's 
name. 

2. You will perhaps say : I find within my^ 
self such little evidence of my being under the 
guidance of the Spirit, that I dare not hope to 
meet with a favourable reception from God, 

Consider the reason, why Christ came into 
the world : was it to save th^ just, or the un- 
just ; the angel, or the sinner ? If we had 
never deflected from our original purity^ should 
we have had any need of a Saviour ? Guilt, 
not innocence, requires expiation. I came not 
to coil the righteous, but sinners, to repentance. 
The question is not, whether you have at- 
tained to immaculate perfection ; but whether 
you are heartily sorry for your imperfection, 
and labour to make greater advances in holi- 
ness. Your very self-condemnation shews^ 
that you possess at least one Christian grace, 
that of humility : and your grief is a proof, 
that you have Uie desire to become better. 
Reflect then a moment: whence can this 

k2 
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humility and this desire have proceeded ? ' Are 
they the deeds of the fleshy or the fruits of 
the Spirit ? 

3. But I fear, that these are the only Jruits 
which I produce: I fear, that they alone are 
scarcely sufficient to prove, that I am in a 9tate 
of grace. 

Do you imagine, then, that you are to attain 
to the summit of Christian practice, before you 
have well set out upon your journey ? There 
is a growth in holiness, as well as in the na- 
tural body : neither of them attain to their 
full stature suddenly : and we must be content 
in both cases to be children, before we are 
men. The main point is, Wliether or no, you 
are pressing forward. If you are; however 
slow and even insensible your piogress may 
be, it is a proof that the spiritual life is not 
extinct. Your present situation may be un- 
comfortable ; and it is wisely ordered, that it 
should be so. It effectually prevents you from 
resting satisfied with your present attain- 
ments, and it constrains you to labour more 
abundantly. In the mean time, remember* 
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for your comfort^ the gracious promise of him, 
who spake as never man spake.' 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for their' s is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they thai 
mourn ; for they shall be comforted. Blessed 
are the meek ; for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they who do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness ; for they shall be filled *. 

Thus is heaven promised as the reward of 
your humiliation ; comfort, as the happy re- 
sult of your sorrow ; and the fullest satisfac- 
tion, as the end of your eager desire after a 
more peifect communion with God* 

4. After all, it may very possibly be, that 
you have made a much greater progress in 
religion, than you yourself are conscious of. 
That very Christian, whom you look up to as 
so much your superior, may perhaps at the 
same time be mourning his own deficiency 
in those graces, which to him seem to flourish 
much more abundantly in your heart. 

They, who are the most advanced in holi- 
ness, have always the most accurate percep-^ 

• Matt. V. i 
K 3 
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tion of sin : and, consequently, they are much 
more sensible of their failings, than others 
who have had less experience of themselves. 
They see so much imperfection in their very 
best deeds, so much obstinacy even in their 
reformed wills, and so much corruption in 
their purest affections ; that, while they deeply 
perceive the necessity of being saved solely 
by the merits of Christ, they are apt to think 
no human heart so replete with perverseness 
as their own. Even the laborious Apostle of 
the Gentiles pronounces himself less than the 
least of all the Apostles, unworthy of bearing 
the name of an Apostle : and every Christian, 
who possesses the least degree of self-know- 
ledge, can most feelingly exculpate him from 
the charge of an affected humility. They, 
who complacently view their own good deeds, 
and, while they bless themselves that they are 
not like other men, verily believe that they 
produce the fruits of the Spirit in the highest 
perfection, are much further removed from the 
kingdom of God, than the humble, self-con- 
demning, penitent, sinner, who dares not so 
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much as lift up his eyes unto lieaven. Such 
an one need in no wise despair. Though his 
heart may accuse him, God is greater than his 
heart and knoweth all things *. Let him re- 
double his diligence, and leave the rest in, the 
bands of his Redeemer, The merciful Sa- 
viour never yet cas;t out a single person, who 
claimed his assistance and who besought his 
intercession. 

5. I cannot better conclude this descrip- 
tion of the fruits of the Spirit, than with the 
beautiful delineation which St; Paul has given 
us of Christian love : a delineation, which, if 
I may use the expression, is a miniature por- 
trait of. every sincere believer. 

Charity suffereth long^ and is kind; charity 
envyeth not ; charity vaunteth riot itself, is not 
puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly^ 
seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked^ 
ihinketh fio evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth aU 
things f, 

* I John iii. 20. f 1 Corinth. xiU. 4. 

K 4 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE CONSTANT INFLUENCE OF THE HOLT SPIRIT 
NECESSARY TO CONVEY US IN SAFETY TO THE 
END OF OUR PILORIMAGE. 

When a man has been once deeply convinced 
of the extreme sinfulness of his heart, and has 
discovered from repeated lapses his utter in- 
ability to walk in the way of God's com- 
mandments by any inherent strength of his 
own ; he will naturally be anxious to learn^ 
how he is to arrive in safety at the end of his 
pilgrimage. He knows too well by bitter ex- 
ptsrience, that, the moment he is left to him- 
self, he is sure to fall more or less from that 
degree of Christian perfection, to which he 
had previously attained. When the support- 
ing arm of God is withdrawn, as a trial of his 
faith, and in order to convince him of his 
frailty, his strength withers, his spiritual fa- 
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culties decay^ and he becomes weak like. any 
other man*. He finds that the occasional 
assistance of the Spirit is not sufficient : he 
finds^ that he requires it every day, every 
hour, every minute t« As the body is unable 
to perform its functions, unless constantly 
supplied with the breath of life ; so does the 
soul constantly require the vivifying inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost. 

I. In Scripture, spiritual ideas are conveyed 
to our minds by natural objects; nor is it pos- 
sible to form a conception of them through 
any other medium^, than that of some one of 
our senses, 

. If the Holy Ghost bore no other denomi- 
nation than that of the third person of the 
Trinity y we should be unable from such a 
title to form any definite notion of his attri- 
butes. But when he is styled Ruach and 
Pneuma, words which primarily signify the 

,* Judges xvi. 17« •-. . > 

t Opus est nobis quotidiana sanctificatione, ut qui quotidie 
delinquimus, delicta nostra sanctificatione assidua repurgeniHS. 
Cyprian, de Orat. Dorain. Oper. voL i. p. 143L 

K 5: 
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air in tnotion, we are led to conclude^ that 
there must be some analogy between his in- 
fluence upon the soul and that of the atmo* 
sphere upon the body. This persuasion is 
sti*engthened by finding, that the same terms 
are invariably used to describe the action both 
of the divine Spirit and of the material spirit. 
The play of the lungs, by which the atmo-* 
sphere is received into our animal frames, is 
termed inspiration ; the very name, by which 
the conveyance of supernatural powers to the 
mind, is uniformly designated. But we are 
not to confine the term inspiration merely to 
the gift of prophecy : our Church teaches us, 
to give it a much more extensive meaning, 
and to apply it to that ordinary assistance of 
the Spirit which every believer is intitled to 
expect. She. directs us to pray^ that the 
thoughts of our hearts, may be cleansed by his 
inspiration *, and that by his holy ifispiration 
we may think the things that be good f ; thus 
clearly showing, that our reformers, though 

* Collect in Communion Service. 

t Collect to the 5th Sunday after Easter. 
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they rejected all vain and fanatical pretensions 
to the gift of prophecy or to the authority ofi 
revelation, yet decidedly maintained the neces* 
sity of the constant ordinary inspiration of the 
Spirit. What that inspiration is^ hath already 
been abundantly shown in considering those 
operations of the Holy Ghost, which take 
place in the soul of every believer : I mean 
the enlightening of the understanding, the 
rectifying of the will, the purification of the. 
affections, and the production of those grace9 
which the Apostle termQ fruits of the Spirit *• 

* We find in the Scriptures both of the Old and New Tes^ 
tament, that the persons of the eternal Three, and their eco» 
nomical offices and operations in the spiritual, are representee) 
by the three conditions of the celestial fluid, and their opera- 
tions in the material world. Thus the peculiar emblem of the 
Word, or second Person, is the Shemesh or Light : and he isj 
and does, that to the souls or spirits of men, which the mate- 
rial or natural light is and does, to their bodies. The third 
Person has no other distinctive name in Scripture, but Ruach 
in Hebrew and Pneuma in Greek, both which words in their 
primary sense denote the material spirit, or air in motion ; to 
which appellation the epithet Kadeshy Hagion, Holy, or one 
of the names of God, is usually added : and the actions of the 

k6 
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II. In consequence of the air being thus 
the appointed emblem of the third person of 
the Trinity, our Lord compares the opera- 
tions of the one to the operations of the 
other*, and communicates the gift of the 
Holy Ghost to his disciples by the act of 
breathing upon them f . 

That wonderful effusion of the Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost was attended with a sound 
from heaven as qf a mighty rushing wind, ex- 
pressive of those miraculous powers, which 
were the instrument of producing so great a 
revolution in the superstitions of Paganism : 
^nd, in the mystic epithalamium of Solomon, 
the fructification of the Church is described 
by the soft breezes of the south wind blowing 
among the aromatic plants of an eastern 
garden J. 

Holy Spirit in the spiritual system are described by those of 
the air in the natural. Parkhurst's Hebrew Lexicon Vox 

• John iii. 8. f John xx. 22. 

X Cantic. iv. 16. Our translators, in the title which they 
have prefixed to the fourth chapter of this divine song, give it. 
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III. If we wish^ then^ to understand the 
manner, in which the Spirit operates upon 
the soul ; we must inquire, in what manner 
the air operates upon the body. 

Now we find, that the air surrounds the 
body on all sides, is perpetually inhaled by 
it, and is so necessary to its health that death 
is the certain consequence of its being with- 
drawn. In a similar manner, so long as the 
Holy Ghost animates the soul of the Chris- 
tian, it enjoys the highest degree of spiritual 
health ; if the vivifying principle be in part 
withdrawn, the soul languishes ; and, if it be 
once entirely removed, what is figuratively 
termed the second death immediately takes 
place*. We are no more able to advance in 
our heavenly pilgrimage without the constant 

• 

inspiration of the Holy Ghost, than we should 
be to accomplish some long journey upon 
earth without the perpetual inspiration of the 
atmosphere. To be deprived of either is 

as their opinion, that in the sixteenth verse the Church prayeth 
to be made fit for the presence of Christ. 

• Revel. XX. 14. 
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equally fatal : the one, to the spiritual ; the 
other, to the natural, economy *. 

IV. On this account, it is a most im- 
portant matter to inquire, what scriptural 
reasons we have to expect the unceasing as- 
sistance of the Holy Spirit : for melancholy 
indeed would be our situation, had we the 
road to everlasting life merely pointed out to 
us, and were we thenceforward left to put- 

* The branch can bear no fruit, nor preserve nor ripen that 
which it hath, but by its unity with the root: light continues 
not in the house, but by its dependence on the sun ; shut out 
that, all the light is presently gone. Take water away from 
the fire ; and its nature will be presently stronger than the 
heat it borrowed, and suddenly reduce it to its wonted cold- 
ness. So we can do nothing but by the constant suppUes of 
the Spirit of Christ He, that begins, must finish every good 
work in us. He, that is the author, must be the finisher of 
our faith too. Without him, we cannot will nor do any good. 
Without him, when we have done both, we cannot continue, 
but shall faint in the way. His Spirit must lead us. His ana 
must heal and strengthen us. As we have received him, so 
we must walk in him : without him we cannot walk. God is 
the God of all grace : to him it belongeth not only to call, but 
to perfect; not only to perfect, but to strengthen, stablisb,- 
settle us. Bp. Reynolds's Sinfulness of Sin, p. 130. 
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sue it by the unaided exertion of out own 
strength. r 

The hearts of the stoutest would be appalled 
at the sight of the dangers and difficulties 
which every where present themselves, unless 
they were convinced that God himself was cm 
their side : and the spirits even of the most 
vigorous would fail them, if it were a matter 
of doubt whether the Redeemer might not 
possibly desert them in the last stage of their 
pilgrimage. Arguing only from the bare light 
of reason, we must surely deem it unworthy 
of the goodness of God to suppose^ that he 
would forsake his children in their greatest 
need, and that he would leave them exposed 
in their declining years, an unresisting prey 
to all the malice of Satan *• 

* It was the fear of this that caused David to exclaim : Cast 
me not away in the time of age ; forsake me not when my strength 
faileth me — Forsake me not, O God, in mine old age, when T 
am grey-headed ! until I have showed thy strength unto thisr 
generation, and thy power to all them that are yet for to come. 
Psalm Ixxi. 8. 16. 

Sic mihi fiat, Domine, jam in senium vergenti, per Jesum 
Christum Dominum nostrum \ Kyrie, cleyson ! Nov. 30, 1828. 
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1. The gracious Lord, however, in his 
mercy, has not left us to our own vague con- 
jectures and unsatisfactory probabilities. On 
the contrary, he has armed the Christian with 
an abundance of precious promises : and he 
has fortified his mind, against the hour of 
danger, with the most soothing assurances of 
his friendship and protection. He knoweth 
what is in man : and he has therefore pro- 
vided him with armour of proof, to enable 
him to stand fast in the evil day of peril and 
adversity. He has repeatedly declared, that 
he will never forsake his servants, unless they 
resolutely and with a high hand forsake him : 
and he has promised, that he will preserve 
his heritage from all the assaults of hell, and 
safely conduct them into the realms of ever- 
lasting happiness. 

This God is our God for ever and ever ; he 
will be our guide even unto death *. Many are 
the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord 
delivereth him out of them allf. Cast thy bur- 

* Psalm xlviii. 14. f Psalm xxxiv. 19. 
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den upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee ; 
he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved *. 
Fear not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God ; I will strengthen thee, yea 
I will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness f . 

Similar to these are the gracious assurances 
contained in the New Testament, which are 
admirably calculated to strengthen the hearts 
of the feeble and the dejected. 

I know in whom I have believed, says the 
Apostle, and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed to hint until 
that day J. Father, says our blessed Saviour, 
I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, 
be with me where I am ; that they may beheld 
my glory which thou hast given me ; for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world § . 

2. In order to shew the faithful how little 
they have to fear from the assaults of their 
enemies, and to convince them that God is on 
their side, Christ builds the safety of his 

• Psalm Iv. 22. f Isaiah xli. 10. 

X 2 Tim. i. 12. § John xvii. 24, ^ 
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Church upon Omnipotence itself: when that 
fails, the ultimate felicity of believers will be 
insecure ; but, till then, the gates of hell can 
never prevail against them. 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me : and I give unto them eter^ 
nal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
Jiall any one * pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father, which gave them me^ is greater 
than all ; and no one is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hand f. 

3. The Almighty himself, moreover, merci- 
fully foreseeing what a hindrance it would be 
to his children in their spiritual progress if 
they had not good reason to rely upon his 
faithfulness^ has confirmed the immutability 

• The strength of the original Greek is much impaired in 
our translation, by inserting the word man, instead of the 
word one, after the pronoun any ; for the passage, when thus 
rendered* hath the appearance of limitii% the declaration of 
Christ to a promise of protection only against human efforts. 
Tic and oidelg evidently relate, not merely to terrestrial, but 
also to infernal, enemies. 

t Joha X. 27. 
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of bis counsel by aa oath * ; and has been 
pleased to reveal himself to man by the two 
names o{ Jehovah and Elohim, the onedescrip-^ 
tive of his self-existence, and the other alla^ 
sive to that covenant which the eternal Three 
have sworn to ratify. 

This is the stedfast anchor of the soul; the 
firm assurance of the certainty of all Gk)d's 
promises ; the termination of strife ; and the 
earnest of immortality f. 

God is not a man that he should lie ; neither 
the son of man that he should repent : hath h^ 
said, and shall he not do it ? or hath he spoken^ 
and shall he not make it good %? 

• Heb. vi. 17. 

f Si tibi vir gravis et laudabilis aliquid poUiceretur, haberes 
utique poUicenti (idem, nee te falli aut decipi ab eo crederes, 
quem stare in sermonibus atque actibus suis scires: nunc 
Deus tecum loquitur ; et tu mente incredula perfidus fluctuaa } 
Deus de hoc mundo recedenti tibi immortalitatem atqu« 
asternitatem poUicetur ; et tu dubitas ? Hoc est Deum om- 
nino non nosse : hoc est Christum credentium Dominum et 
magistrum peccato incredulitatis offendere : hoc est, in eccle- 
sia constitutum, fidem in domo fidei non habere. Cyprian, de 
Mortal. Oper. voL i. p. 158. % Numb. xxiiL 19. 
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: y. But, notwithstanding that God hath 
graciously promised never to forsake those 
that love him ; yet, since man hath now re^ 
covered his lost freedom of will by the preach* 
ing of the Gospel, he may abuse it^ like Adam, 
to his own destruction. 

As a man in the full vigour of health may 
be guilty of self-murder ; so may a Christian 
commit what may be termed spiritual suicide* 
In this case, it is not God that forsaketh him, 
but he that forsaketh God. Hence the Apostle 
wholesomely advises : Let hiniy that thinketh 
he standeth, take heed lest he fall. Let him 
beware of a carnal security and a reliance upon 
sensible comforts; lest he find too late, by 
fatal experience^ that the promises of Scrip- 
ture were not made to the unholy and the im- 
penitent. St. Paul has intimated, that even 
be himself, after converting the whole gentile 
world, might nevertheless be a cast-way, if 
he neglected to use the proper means to make 
his calling and election sure * : how greatly 

* / keep under my body, and bring it into tulffection ; leti 
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ought we, then, to beware, lest we gradually 
fall away from our first love, and so make 
shipwreck of our salvation. Too frequently 
do we behold persons, who originally set out 
well on their religious course, at length re- 
jecting the counsel of God against themselves, 
and dying in so reprobate a state that WQ 
cannot reasonably suppose them to be heirs 
of the promise. Like their types the rebel-* 
lious Israelites, who perished in the wilderness 
after they had been delivered from the bond^ 
age of Egypt, these awful characters perish 
through unbelief ere they reach the confines 
of the heavenly Canaan : for it is impossible 

that by any means (Gr. fifiwu)^), when I have preached to 
oiherSf I myself should be a cast-away, \ Corinth, iz. 27« 

I apprehend, that the difference between firjiriog and 'iva /Lti}, 
although they are both translated lest, is this ; that the former 
implies a possibility of danger, whereas the latter relates only 
to the using of means to prevent something. 

Such, accordingly, is the precise mode, in which Sophodes 
employs firiirtoc, or, what is equivalent to it, OTroi^ /i}). 

AkSoiXf oTTtag 
Mr) *K TrJQ (Tiujirfis ttjq ^ dvaftpriXy kukci, 

CEdip. Tyran. ver. 1093, 1094. 
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for those, who were once enlightened, and have 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par^ 
takers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the 
good word of God and the powers of the world 
to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him 
to an open shame *, Such persons seem to be 
pointed out by our Lord in his parable of the 
sower. They are the seed, which falls upon 
stony ground and soon springs up in full lux* 
uriancy ; but, having no depth of soil, it pre- 
sently withers beneath the scorching rays of 
the Sun. These melancholy examples, while 
they strike the Christian with a wholesome 
terror, ought not to produce in him any dis- 
trust of the certainty of God's covenant. The 
Holy Spirit never leaves a man, till after he 
has long striven with him in vain : nor does 
God ever give any person up to destruction, 
till he has first given up himself. 

VI. The righteous may indeed fall seven 

• Heb. vi. 4. 
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times in a day, and repeatedly grieve the Holy 
Ghost by his backwardness and perverseness. 
He knows and laments his own infirmities ; 
and his sins are ever before him: neverthe- 
less, he resolutely strives against them, firmly 
relying upon the certainty of God's oath. 

This is his strong consolation in the midst 
of all his trials : If God be for us, who shall be 
against us ? Christ hath died for us, yea ra- 
ther hath risen again from the dead, and per- 
petually maketh intercession for us. The Holy 
Spirit has engaged to abide with us for ever * : 
and the Father has covenanted to accept all 
those, who come \into him in his Son's name. 

Here, then, is the sure refuge of the Chris- 
tian. He relies upon the faithfulness of God ; 
and yet, at the same time, he diligently applies 
himself to the acquisition of those graces, 
which are Required as necessary qualifications 
for the kingdom of heaven. Though his mind 
may at times be clouded with doubts and 
harassed with fears, the word of promise is his 

♦ John xiv. 16. 
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sure anchor. He strives to live by faith : the 
consciousness of undeserved mercy stimulates 
bim to a course of cheerful obedience : and he 
labours to render unto God the best service, the 
service of the heart. He knows, that the Holy 
Spirit is given, not to supersede the necessity 
of any endeavours on his part, but to enable 
him to labour more abundantly in the cause 
of religion ; not to promote indolence, but to 
excite diligence. Hence, while he is confident 
of this very thing, that he, which hath begun 
a good work in him, will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ * : he still continues 
to work out his own salvation with fear and 
trembling f. 

VII. Such is the strong ground of consola- 
tion which the Christian possesses : a conso- 
lation founded, not upon the deceitfulness of 
feeling, but upon a lively faith in the express 
promises of God. 

Frequently is he necessitated to believe even 
against hope : but, though his heart within 

• PhUip. i. 6. f Philip, ii. 12. 



^ 



OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 217 

him may be desolate, the Holy Spirit still 
supports him in the midst of his infirmities, 
and enables him to exclaim with the Psalmist ; 
Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow 6f death, I will fear no evil; for thou 
art with me, thy rod, and thy staff, they com" 
fort me *• ^ 

Thus daily strengthened and sustained, he 
forgets those things which are behind, and presses 
forward to those which are yet before him : thus 
daily increasing in piety and abounding in 
every good word and work, he by degrees 
grows up unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fulness of Christ f. Old 
things are passed away^ and all things are be- 
come new. His understanding, his will, and 
his affections, are no longer prostituted to the 
service of Satan, but are devoted to the cause 
of God. Being justified freely, he is made a 
son of God by adoption, made like the image of 
his otdy begotten Son Jesus Christ. He walks 
religiously in good works: and, at length, 

• Psalm xlviii. 14. f Eph. iv. 13. 

L 
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by Gods mercy, attains to everlasting feli- 
city*. 

VII I. The result, then, of the whole inquiry 
may be briefly given in manner following. 

1. By nature, man is bom in sin, a child 
of wrath, utterly unable either to think or to 
do any good thing by virtue of his own un- 
assisted faculties. 

2. Hence, although Christ laid down his 
life for him^ he cannot avail himself of the 
benefits which result from that mysterious 
sacrifice^ unless a change be effected both in 
his understanding and in his will and in his 
affections : so that he may perceive his need 
of a Saviour, desire above all things to serve 
him, and unfeignedly love the way of his com- 
mandments. 

3. Being, however, dead in trespasses and 
sins, he is, by his own inherent strength, no 
ipqre able to infuse life into bis soul, thaq a 
corpse is able to raise itself up from the grave, 

4. Thci blessed Spirit of God, therefore, is 

♦ Art. XVII. 
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the economically appointSed agent, to work 
this change in him, to sanctify and comfort 
his hearty and to conduct him in safety to the 
realms of everlasting happiness. 

5. Accordingly, this same blessed Spirit is, 
the bestower of every good and every perfect 
gift, the breath of our spiritual life, and the 
support of our drooping courage. Through 
him, we commence our journey to heaven : 
and, through him alone, we are enabled to 
persevere even unto the end. When he hides 
his face^ we are troubled : and, should he to- 
tally withdraw himself, spiritual death would 
be the immediate consequence. But we have 
a promise, that he will abide with us for ever * : 
and, on the strength of that promise, we 
go on our way, if not alway rejoicing, yet 
al way with such a degree of confidence as 
God in his wisdom judges to be sufficient 
for us. To him we have committed our souls 
through the merits of Christ Jesus : and we 
wait, with a humble, a trembUng, reliance 

* John xiv. 16. 
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upon his word, for that salvation, which he 
freely offers to all who are willing to accept 
it. The grass witfiereth, the flower fadeth; but 
the word of our God shall standfast for ever *. 
The world may frown upon us ; and the powers 
of darkness may league together against us : 
but the rock, upon which we are founded, is 
the sure rock, the rock of ages t* 
• 

. • Isaiah xL 8. 

f How animated is the language of Cyprian, when he looks 
forward with the eye of faith to the happiness laid up for him 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

Considerandum est, fratres dilectissimi, et identidem cogi- 
tandiun, renundasse nos mundo, et tanquam hospites et pere- 
grines isthic interim degere. Amplectamur diem, qui assignat 
singulos domicilio suo ; qui nos isthinc ereptos, et laqueis secu- 
laribus ejcsolutos, paradiso restituit et regno oslestL Quis 
non peregre constitutus properaret in patriam regredi ? Quis 
Don, ad suos navigare festinans, ventum prosperum cupidius 
optaret, nt velociter caros liceret amplecti ? Patriam nostram 
Paradisum oomputemus, parentes patriarchas habere jam ccepU 
mus ; quid non properamus et currimus, ut patriam nostram 
videre, ut parentes salutare, possimus? Magnus illic nos 
carorum numerus ezpectat, parentum, fratnun, filiorum, 
.frequens nos et copiosa turba desiderat, jam de sua im- 
maortalitate secura, et adhuc de. nostra salute -solicita. Ad 
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IX, Behold, all they that were imensed 
against thee, shall be ashamed and confounded: 
they shall be as nothing : and they that strive 
with thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, 
and shalt not find them, even them that coH" 
tended with thee : they that war against thee 
shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. 
For I, the Lord thy God, will hold thy right 
handf saying unto thee, Fear not, I will help 
thee. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men 
of Israel : I will help thee, saith the Lord, and 
thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel — Even 

horum conspectum et complexum venire, quanta et illis et 
nobis in commune Isetitia est! Qualis iilic ccelestium reg- 
norum voluptas, sine timore moriendi, et cum seternitate 
Vivendi! Quam summa et perpetua felicitas! Illic Apos- 
tolorum gloriosus chorus : illic prophetarum exultantlum nu- 
merus: illic martyrum innumerabilis populus ob certaminis 
et passionis victoriam coronatus : triumphantes illic virgines, 
quae concupiscentiam camis et corporis, continentiae robore» 
subegerunt : remunerati misericordes, qui alimentis et laigi- 
tionibus pauperum justitiae opera fecerunt; qui, Dominica 
praecepta servantes, ad coelestes thesauros terrena patrimonia 
transtttlerunt Ad hos, firatres dilectissimi, avida cupiditate 
properemus ; ut cum his dto esse, ut cito ad Christum vemre 
■cbntingat, optcmuS. D^'Mortal. Oper. Vol. i. pp. 165, \f!6* 
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the youths shall faint arid be weary, and the 
young men shall utterly fall: but they, that 
wait upon the Lord, shall renew their strength ; 

they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; they 
shall run, and not be weary ; they shall walk, 
and not faint *. 

* Isaiah xl. 30. aqd xli. 1 1 . 
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